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waded: through floods of their own blood, 
and-are-as yet preſerved. That. infinite. 
number of eus, which we ſhall ſec here. 
alter murdered through a cruel and Bar- 
arow . but did not deſtroy 
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ſingular, and really worthy of obſervation, 
that even before they had 


land to take poſſeſſion of it, he affures 
them, that. if they diſobeyed the Lord's 
commandments, They ſhould be plucked 
off from it. Now, I defy you, or any one 
elſe, to produce any inſtance of a legiſla- 
tor ever ſtaking his reputation thus; and 
the exact manner it hath been fulfilled; * 
clear from their hiſtory; for they” were 
indeed plucked. of from their owt and, 
when the ten tribes were carried away 
captive by the king of Aſſyria; ; and of 
whom we know nothi * certain to — 4 
: eee de the 70 tri 4 


pls Were dell Mot enarion car 
captivi by the Romani, . 1 b Net's 


* 


er 2 
Yeh Y p o 


hath ; SBI in the gelen of Foreigols kris 
and maſters, ' few JcwstRving in 4” and 
| thoſe al 2 dow and poor condition. — 


| who travelled into all parts to ILY ha be. : 


* 2 N I 
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OLD TESTAMENT 23 
thren, and inform himfelf af the nals 
ſtate . of their affairs, acquaints us that 


Jeruſalem was almoſt entirely abandoned 
by the Jews; for be did not find there, 
above two hundred perfons,* who were 


moſtly dyers of wool; the 'monoply of 
which trade, they purchaſed every year.” 9 
They all lived eher under David's 


tower? and made very little figure. In 
other parts, he found ene or two in a city, 


in another twenty, in others more; and 
in many none at all. An accurate and 


faithful Engliſh traveller, . who had oe 
in the holy land ſays, that, Tiiis for tlie 
moſt: part, now inherited by Moors and 
Ar 


rabians ; thoſe. poſſeſſi | the. valleys, 
. theſe;the: mountains. T. 


few but many Greeks en other chriſ- Li 
tians. of. all ſects and nations, ſuch'as im. 


pute to the place an adherent holineſß. 5 


Here be alſo ſome Jews, yet inherit th 
no part of the land, but in their un 
county. do live as aliens,” i ! 


le alſo informs them, that they ala” 
LeETCec among all e = ** oe 


2 bY * Pee n y p. 41. 
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thou ſhalt be removed into all the king- 
doms of the earth.“ Again, “And the 
Lord ſhall ſcatter thee among all the peo- 
ple, from one end of the earth even unto 
.the other.“: This indeed, hath been moſt 
_ _amply fulfilled ſince the. great diſperſion 
of the Jews by the Romans. For whit 
people have beten ſeattered, ſo 'far and 
_ "wide as they? and where is the nation 
chat is a ſtranger to them, or to which 
they are ſtrangers? TNT warm in ma ny 
parts of the eaſt, are ſpread through wo 
of the countries: of Yo urope and Africa, 
dre pretty numerous in the” Welt Indies, 
And there are ſeyeral families F chem 


152 Ameriea. 


2 They circulate, as a Chriſtian 
author fays,, (Biſhop Newton) thropgh 


All parts were trade Sh money erculate ; ; 
And are, as. way fay,. ae 1 of. the 
- whole world. 
2x Bat: though they. were to be dds dil. 
is peſſed; yet he affured them that, they 
hould not 1 55 totally deſtroyed, (as cy 
i; mentioned) « And pet for all that, 
When they be I in the land” of their enc- 
mies, 2 $. On this, an author of great 


Deut. xxvili.. +: Heb. 
＋ Ibid. 64. Tr Levit. xxvi. 44. 
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note, _obſeryes,, and what a marvellops 
« thing is it, that after ſo many wars, bat- 
tles and ſieges; after ſo many fires, fa- 


I wines. and peſtilences; 1 after fo. many re- 


1 Uipns, maſſacres ; and perſecutions: ; after 
.t0 many years of . captivity, ſlavery and 


* We they are not deſt reed GE. and ; 


* h; ſeattered among all people, yet 
Res a diſtin& people by, themſelyes : 
1 1 where. 


is e vations under the ſun? ?: 
rt th hough they ſhould not be utteriy 


d 1 . 2 Have. reſt hog 50 
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there any thing comparable 0 
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modern Shi countries well kn io n, 
About the latter end of the: Mitte enth. 
century, they were be mbed from 

=; Edwärd If and Were not 
to return and ſettle there again, till 'Crom- 5 
well's time, or rather under” Cha les the 
- ſecond; In the latter end of the fifteenth | 
century, as Mariana opffryes f they v 
baniſhed from Spain, b Ferdinand and 
Iſabella: and Noe edit : to? His" account, 
. there wert ſeventy i A Vn: * 


cight hundred thoyſatd 
1 ecken, Jag tundred a 
-thobſand fam s: The 
cited in 2 rt uga TED 
"inde bew; ſoars after Boy wake ant 5 d 
bs bis dan with wem, e vin N 
of "dren n under our bt ied 


5 7 1 a : 1 | '% Fe: CY 
t 2720864 Nie 19 pat; 15 
"IM Bafoage, Book VII, 8 £ ON p & 20, *. 


+F Tay it Baits, B. VII. 
u By” $ Abarbabal Cordoſo las * &c 


E * 8 -T- BANG LAUF | Rs 0 839 K 0 


ol TESTAMENT. 1 27. 


ctiiſſeing nature to their religion, ꝛurned 
 exccutioners to Helge own bowels. This 
leads, As tg what, Moſes ſays, conce jog 

a children, „Thy ſons and thy dangl- 
ters all be given', unto. another people, 
ys TS ſhall look, 9 29 
onging. for chem y.A 
2 * Br 


E as 1 IE a in ap firſt Pro». 
 pheey of Mo 8, in My, —Diſertations 
the, prophecies, Voß, I. Page 38. Aud 
Da; 5 t obſerves, that the fourth, aun - 
45 of Toledo, ordered that all oi <hil., 
Iren- ſhould be forced from them, for fear 
ex-hould partake of their errors; and. 
that they mould be nut Up ig monaſte- 


US, .to- ; wg . in the Chriſtian. 
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not at all ju 5 
e allo tells dem, that they ſhall | be 
th 0u ſhalt be "only n and pts 


1435 ſeizures have been made of their effects, 
in 2 almoſt all ae ny 1 to . fo 


fad ac 18 he Fr 


found delinquegt, was forced to pay fe 
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ſequel” "the lamentable eſſects of en „ 
rapes. And it has been ſhewn, under 
the preceding head, that when they were 
baniſhed from Portugal, all their children 


under fourteen years of age, hag taken 


from them, and baptized. A practice | 
if ifable adds the hiſtorian.* 


reſſed and up poited continually. 


3 


verit ore, and vo man ſhall ſave thee, 
Now it is welt Known what fre ſuen 


9 


ments? How often have 555 been forced 
to redeem their yes. by, ſums extorted 


R rom them ? The inſtances are innumera- : 


1 ſhall Juft. mention what an Eng- 
biſtorianf lays, that Henry III. A. 4 
Ya ways, polled the Jews at exery! low bb of of 8 
bi fortunes. - One Abraha F 


* Mariana, Book XXVI. Chap. 9 
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fee to fleece them io the um 
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table, author obſerves, that 
all the Jes of, both 


ſexes throughout, England, to 3 = 
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ous ſum in thoſe days 1) which being re- 
ſolueely denied him, he commanded one 


of his great teeth to be pulled out daily, 
till #6, conſented, The poor man had the 


courage to hold out ſeven operations, but 
then, ſinking under the pain, ranſomed 


the: Tema cer of his teeth, at the prioe 
led- And When they were baniſh h- 

he Tale of Edward I. their eſtates; 
&c+ were confiſcated, which brought . 

menſe ſums to the crown. Thus have 

they been ſerved, almoſt every where; a 

ain demotiſtration of the full N ; % 
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ner; 
often occurred finee ; 
notice of one. ments vie: 
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beseged bythe Remains, — by 
e their leader, Eleazer, ff 


muͤrdered their wives and children; after 
Which, they choſe ten men by lot to flay 

 the'reſt; when this "was dove, they choſe | 

__ bneof the ten'to kit, the other nine in 


like” manner; Which Having performed, | 
he ſet fire tothe plate,” and then ſtabbed 
himfelf. There. were nine: 


fixty," who periſhed in khis miſerable nibh | 
Taftances of "ſs behaviour hath 


0 1 


Dy Me _ take 
© d.in- El 2 — h hiſto. 


| 5 n n 5 
fall into the ba 


as of the ehe Every 

ine — E Ae 1 RG {FLAC bo pt N N 
* Baſnage, Book VII. Chap. x. Sect. 20. i 
638: who Gor bis authority quotes Matth. 1 a4 
Baud Folydt Virgil: 1.14. = be See alſo An 
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deteſtable character, in his 'Tew of 
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tlie Lord ſhall lead thee.” Hath not this 


been fulfilled, and as we may ſay, is ful- © 
filling every day N not the pretended 
avarice, ufury; and hard heartedneſs of a 


Jeu become provetbial ? Is it nat faid, that 


their very countenances commonly diſtin- 6 
gafſh them from the reſt of mankind ? 
And: Has not a great” maſter of nature, 
dran the portrait of ew, in 4 "moſt * 


Venice? 


Do not Heathens;' Chriſtians and Maho-- 
metans, however thi 


iey way differ in ether 
points, yet agree in abuſing, vilfying and 1 


. perfecuting the ſews? And has not 2 
Chtriſtian writerf ide 
then in a moſt un warrantabſe manner; 

, although It” is ell. known, that” th ara 
nbt à People c on carth, more ae and. 

favorable to go . — 5 8 good gove 


* of our time, 


mente or HE e obedien 


* * right WEE Egon Burke, 
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and of, long continuance*,”? 175 And have: 
no, 53 5 Se PEP of, on 


0 8 'E 1 i compar: 


mption 
E Tag = 3 wa. A 


ue prop 4 58 them, 
em, of the end of their cala: 
the ra lar, Fe We tee 


.dwecl ee theland.of G Jolhen; 
re e all. 2 8 to e. 


| Tb Tra el 1 
* ffled > a8 4 diſtinet people even ãñ m theip own 
5  -eonntry „o long "AS theſe have: done, tho 
_ n "Me countries, Without Having 
. J a dae "hey ea call their nF And 
\ Vat à ſtanding miracle is this,” thus ex- 


iditec te the view and nv Mane of the 
Pole world? 5 
. 08 1 1 8. he tells. + men that they al 
be carried into Egypt again, or Evra 3 
þ to fale as fla ves, but 7 would be none 
5 t purchaſe them. „ And the Lokp i 
< Mall bring ther into Egypt Fan in : | 
7 ſhips, h the T | 
b 122 No 


alt ſee it no wore again : and 


man a Rat e ne fog King 
X _ "contraſt to what happened to them when - 
4 Moes brought them out from Egypt; for 
_ then, they came out in à triumphant man- 
gd. ner, as mentioned Exod. xiv; 8. And 
x 


the children 'of Iſrael went out with an 

high hand.“ But now, he fas, they ſhall 
"i return thither as laves. ' This was fully 
ig Accompliſhed; far it 'appears a Je. . 
bh Pl ef that in the reign of the two firſt 5 


ven 68. FI Ant. Lib. XII. cen. 46. 
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8 9 at the loweſt price. And aft 
aft. overthrow by Adrian, many, 9 
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- Prolemies, a number of ems? were ayes 


in Egypt. And when. Jeruſslem was ta- 


Ken by,. ws,” he ſcat any of them eap- 
ves, who were ahqye ſeventeen. years,of 
: works in Egypt: thoſe 

. underſeventeen, were ſold; but 73 Infle 
care was taken of theſe captives, that A. 

" ven. thouſand of. them - periſhed for want. 
The „markets Mere ior qyerito cked, with 
them, that, as. Joſephus Jays, elſe 
they were: fold with their wiyes.and 


#25 


: nds: of them were ſold; and thole. that 


a5, ; 
6 \% 


55. could nat. be fold were tranſpor 1 


Egypt, and periſhed: by ipwreck ar 


be nine, or Were: maffacre by, the hel. 
. Phich is à manifeſt groof of the 


{hy cnt. of. 2 remarka 5 al 
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divine legation of Moſes? | How whk le- 
giſlator durſt ever attempt to ſtake bis 
credit thus, by denouncing fuch ſevere de- 
57 nunciations againſt a nation for diſobe- 
* dience of religious ceremonies only: for 


'C I 5 to what deiſts aſſert, that any wiſe and 
4 intelligent Ja wgiver might eaſily foreſee: 
at chat, the obſeryance of the d ae 
* :nſtiruted by him, would tend to make a 
th nation flaüriſh, and that the rejection of 
FC, then would lead to their ruin, is futile : 
ul- becauſe ſuch foreſight could at any rate 
Fir only comprehend political inſtitutions; 


uiſ- and therefore, the non obſervance of luci 
at might eud in the loſs of their liberty, or or 
Jo the ſubverſion of their government: and 
22 which might eaſily been But even” 
this, was not always the onfequence: for 
e although we find, that Lacedenn-" 
ge- nians did not make ſo great a fig 

a tcter they had fallen from Weviies 5 


do- of tho rules which Lye -urgus: (whole ſole 
ave aim was to train them ito war) had . 


e joined them; becauſe they: could not hen 
To make war againſt; conquer, and command 
Ng i W gnfogs + 125 . that 
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_ the Remans, on the contrary, advanced 
their ſtate t the higheſt pitch of glory. 
after they | changed the conſtitution 
from what it v was in Numa's days; whoſe 
only concern was, that Rome ould con- 
tinue in peace and amity. Whence it is 
manifeſt, that Moſes, could never have 
foreſe n by any human ſagacity, the ca- 
Jamitics which have befallen them, as the 
| eonlequence of the tranſgreſſion of laws 
purely wins, ee : as it is impoſſible, ac- 
hel to the laws of nature, that a na- 
tion, as a collective body, and ſtate of go- 
vernment, ſhould be happy or miſerable, 
ee for the' ſake of religious inſtitu- 
object wegs not peace or 
war: and yet, we 3 what exact- 
* cheſe | purticuile . have 


- ADP: Wer Sh | Aivine- thiſſion of 
\ Moſes? 1 —— not, how theſe 
inſtances andy: aff Jon, er any other 
; unbchevers; but for dun Parts I muſt 
freely acknowledge; flat chey not only 
dee, bur. * me, 
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A ſign and a wonder for 2 as he ſays, 

in chaps xxviii. 45-46. 

— curſes; ſhall come upon thee, and 

thou be deſtroyed; becauſe thou heark- 

enedſt not unto.the voice of the Lord thy 
Jod, to keep his commandments, and 


his e which - he 1 Hire. 


And they hall be upat 
and ber s. wonder, and upon thy ſeed: * 
ever. For they are a ſign Or their re- 
bellion againſt God, and a wonder of their 


aan — . e 3 N 


g 1 been gen f rn 9 6 > take novge oi | 


E. Is it wil appar to ve the ver 
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According to the account we have in 
theſe books of the 2 3 of Moſes 
lad by? ut 
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own appointed time: 5.15 bimtelf b he. ? 
* According to thy word: that thou may- 
eſt know that (there is)“ none like unto 
the Lon p our God.“ Thus did lie en- 
deavour- 60 Hake Phiragk- ſenſible with 
hom he And 
ought, - ? thoves mir ſo Ki 
ro | ſave Miel and his people fr 
Hit chat would certainly? ten 
his difobedi TRI Sir grey 
behaviour of an carcanth, nor yet 
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: which, leads me to take nötice of an ob- 
ſervation that I have made ellwhcre*; in 
* ſupport of the! truth of he divine Gif 55 
5 penſation of Moſe 0 1s . ASJOHOWS.. 
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barous nation, compared with thę more: 
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burning them alire, cither to appeale the 
wrath,; or ſecure be favour cher ods, | 
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ds; and "their. public 
5 ys "ME ſcenes of. nat 


4 7. Fa "I'S. | 3 is | 


ed themſelves; in a moſt horrid 
manner, and practiſed the moſt dreadful 


mortifications i in the courſe of their or · 


Innocent children were not ſpared 


by their, parents, Who —_— devoted 


them to the. moſt cruel deat that of 


* remarkable inſtance of | 


al 6 75 athena ate E 5 by 
„ hen Tbewiſtoclen was 
u ile Admiral galle | 
Sell 5 F e aptivgs. 
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10 the „ which portended a fortunate 
event, he took Thenyfocles by the hand, 
and ordered that the three chiſdren ſhould 
be'conſecrated and purified for me, 
and offered up as a vow: for eden te | 
 Barebus Omqſtes, or the Devourer;; for 
hereby the Greeks ſhould not only: ar 
_ themſelves, but alſo obtain victory. 
Themiſtocles was fartled aba prophecy 


| 9 5 but the poplitnſie, according to 
ther manner in all preſſing diffie 

q aan: bare to any. abſurd 2nd extrava- | 
10 e as are < realonadle, with oj \ of fee 
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mes, in other reſped — were taught 
5 = 0 itution (in Which thaithoice «4 
* Was not thought or, ing | 
excluded) was —— ade: 
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ing the caſe, of which, we have the moſt 
unexceptionable evidence of both Greeks 
and Romans: and as eyery. Heer muſt. 
have an adequate. cauſe,. 1 with that you, 
or any other of the modern philoſophers, 


© would be pleaſed to inform me, how you, 


or they, can account for the phenomena. 
of a little Fewi/h horde, as Voltaire de- 
lights to call them, being | thus poſſeſſed 
of the true knowledge of: the one living 
and eternal God, his providenee, Ke. 
while the learned, poliſhed; and civil 
ized nations, were ſunk in the moſt groſs, 
_ .. barbarous, and ſtupid. Idolatry, unleſs 
they had received ihe knowledge thereof 
by divine revelation. I ſhall farther ſhew 
from the whole tenor 'of the *Mofaical 
diſpenſation; in particular from the pre- 
cepts of the land &c. that theſs lk. 
ons could be none other than divine 
Of all viecs (as one of my learned bre. 
| Wen ſays ) the moſt hurtful to ſocicty 
in N e irre ble, te 
1 2 5 * 8 e rare PET ; 
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LdWrimes he blackeſt, is en A 
| ior. a8 a pe poet i 


0 o might nor 3 in n 
ay n denſure Teape : back-wounding nay 
The wWhiteſt virtue ſtrikes. What king ſo ſtrong 
Sen we: the gall oÞ in the and rous _— 


e of. this you have beltowed not A | 


| : hea privy xxxi. vet. 1 TR, 7 $i <6. And 


Maſes, and Eleazar the prieſt, and all the 
princes of the congregation, went forth 
to meet them without the camp; and 
MNoſes Was wroth with the officers of the 


oſt, with the eaptains over tho! 


. captaine over hundreds, which came 


* Shakipear's Meaſure fr Meu, At Se. „ 
e Pe - * * 


7 


FH 


2 2 . > 
A Ou ww 30 r e ws 


3 


OLD TESTAMENT: : 


from the battle; and Moſes” ſaid "utito 
them, Have c ſaved all the women alive? 
Behold, theſe cauſed” the children of If. 
rael, through the counſel of Balaam to 
comtnit treſpaſs againſt the Lord in the 
matter of Peor, and there was a plagnie 
_ am6ng- the congregation of the Lord. 
Now, therefore, #ill every male among the” 
little ones, and Kill every woman that hath 
_ known a man by lying with hin; but all 
- the women children that have "not own a 
man by Tying with him, Ft a 4 e # 20 
yourſelves.” 1 Fe 

This is the text: and on het you' 
| comment'as follows. Among the de- 
teſtable villains that in any period of the 
world have difgraced the name of man, it 
. to find a greater than Moes, e 
if this account be 18. Here is an order 5 
to butcher the boys, to maſfacre the mo- 
thers, and debauch the daughters.” Let 
ug now fir, confider this heinous A 
\ which with all the abuſe that you we ... - 
maſter” of, yon have exhibited” "againſt 
| Moſes: : in order to e we mult take 
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" we ſhall. { "ty de not 4 5 plundering 


. M ] ⁰p é k! ̃ . rr WS > Io tg OO — — 
*. > 4 2 N » 1 ® 9 
* % os on 
" . r ＋ 
, 5 8 
WA i = » 
* * 
4 5 N 


and conducted under the. immediate go- 
vernment of God; for though the Jer 


army comſiſfed 
vet did they not loſe one fingle man 


and murdering« excurſion, , put undertaken 


at: the expreſs command of God, to avenge 


ae children of Ifrael 'of the Mfrs, 
x. what, they had ſuffered through. their 


ſoduction; and allo for God's vengeance. 


againſt them, for the crime of idolatry- 


| Which they had cauſed Iſrael to commit 
| againſt 5g > for both theſe are mentioned 


in per, 2 and 3. Avenge the children. 
| af: Iſrael o the Midianites, Kc. And 


avenge the Lord of Midian.”* For by the 


5 diadolical ſcheme of the Midianites proſti- 


tuting their women, the children of I. 


 ra6l, were 1 WA uced to commit idolatry: 


for which. crime, arts four thouſand of 
were cut off. They therefore were 


> | commandeg. 1 war upon them: and 
_ the. aſtoniſhing ſucceſs of the expedition, 


nlainly ae that it was undertaken 


"but twel „ 


fighting 2 l the hoſt of Midian; an 
w hich made lo grove a impr eſſion on the 


— 
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minds of the captains of the hoſt; (of 
which you take no manner of notice, 
though if the one part be true, the other 
muſt be equally ſo) that they offered an 
oblation to the Lord, for his graiious in- 
terpaſition i in their behalf. e 
When this army eturded thos er 
ous, Moſes and the princes of the congre- 
gation went to out to meet it; and Moſes 
obſerving the women captives was wroth 
Voith the officers; and in a tone of ſur- 
priſe, aſked, Have ye ſaved all the Wo- 
men alive ? For the officers of the army 
were fully convinced that, according to 
the rules of war, none were to be put to 
death, but thoſe that oppoſed them; and 
therefore, women and children were ex- 
cepted; as we find Moles himſelf had laid 
it down as rule for the nation, hen ma- 
king war againſt any other nations, than 
the mm e Deut. xx. 10. When 
thou comeſt nigh unto. a. city to fight a- 
gainſt, Re—And if it will make no peace 
with thee; &c.— Thou ffralt ſmite every 
male thereof with the edge of the ſword. 
iu the ROS; Es. the 17 0 ones, and; 
1 A... e 2 ; 
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the Stile, ks dealt thou: cake. far 2 
ſpoil to thyſelf.. T Phe officers therefore, 2 
flew.all the males in Midian, and took 
the women, and the little ones captive. 
But Moſes tells them, that here the caſe 
was far different; for, Beheld, rheſe 


cauſed the children of Ia, through the 


counſel of Balaam, to commit treſpaſs. | 

againſt the Lerd in the matter of Peor, 
Theſe; women were the principal actors in 
chis abominable and attrocieus crime; for 
hy their proſtituting themſelves, they ſe⸗ 


duced-I{rael, and dre them to the im- 
hure werſhip of their idol god Baal. 


lt therefore, is but juſ- 


obſerves) to prevent the miſchief t 


might, enſue from their being ſpared; by: | 


becoming as; e pricks in their eyes, 


thorns in their ſides, either by ee 


, jog to aven e what: ts would I 


Dammer was à plague among rf 55 


hat they ſhould be puniſhed in an 
exemplary manner; as alſo to prevent: 
their ever again alluritg: the nation to the 
tous pleaſures, and the prac- 
ties of idolatry. The young males were; 
dbrqdered to be put to death, (as Abarbanal. 


. g. 3. g. 2. 
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their count ry's wrongs, or by leading tlie 
nation into idolatry;: But the young mai- 
dens who had done no injury to the na- 
tion; and beiug as yet unpolluted with _ 
the abominable and atrocious. crimes-'of 
their mothers, were. not likely to injure 
them, were permitted to lixe, to be em- 
ployed in domeſtic uſes. in their families, 
or given as wives to their men ſervants, 
as. will be ſhewn hereafter: : This is the: 
real ſtate of the matter. But, you, ſir, 
without any regard to truth or decency, 
P. that 86 i ee pet the:35th! : 
vowen⸗ aden conſigned to debauchery» bo 
by the order of Moſes, was thirty-two: 
thouſand? - But whence, ſir, does this! 
appear d is it to be found in the words of 
Moſes :. Certainly: not. * Prove it then, Airy} — 
it is incumbent on you to prove it. Prove> 
this, I ſay, and Iwill never more defend 
Moſes; but will acknowledge bim to be 
that deteſtable villain and horrid monſter 
that you pronounce him to be. Prove 
* aud +will u aben ncknowlede the 
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Old teſtament to be what you have 
called it, a work of lies, blaſphemy, 


and wiekedneſs; a bad boo; the worſt of 


books; any thing, whatever you pleaſe. 
Once more, I ſay, prove this, or I muſt 
tell you plainly (excuſe my freedom) that 


are not only a baſe. calumniator, but 


the baſe e/t of calumniators, thus to miſre- 
- . preſent God's procredings f in ſuch a bare- 
faced manner; and which even your pre- 
deceſſor, Voltaire; and the other infidel 
critics, were not hardy enough to do: for 
they only objected to the great number 
of girls thas could be found in a country 
of the extent that Midian was of. But - 
not a word, did they preſume to y, a- | 
bout the order of Moſes for — 
the women children: No fir,” they knew 
better; they knew that: they could be 
caßiy detected in making ſuch an aſſer- 
tion ;̃ for they knew that Moſes was ſo 
. far from ordering any ſuch thing, that his 
- laws did not even permit it: this is clear 
from Deut. xxi. 10—14. where it is or- 
dured that a man ſhall not even marry a 
38 captive, without ſeveral previous formali- 
ty ties: 1 and if he eee 22 not 2 
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ber he was obliged to let her go free; 
and durſt not by anꝝ means diſpoſe of her, 
% becauſe he had humbled her.”* All 
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which, ſhews the falſity of what you have 
ad ranced ſo injurious. to'the character of 
Moſes; and which muſt now Ee 0 
N gun head. VV 
li do be underſtood th :abaſement 
+ had experienced, * being eee to ee 
trials, 1 in the, hopſe or a cag er during a month 1. 
and then ſeeing herſelf caf by him, at the 
time ſhe expected to become bis K. For it is e 
opinion of the Talmudiſts of Jeruſalem, of ſoſe- ? 
phus,. and of Philo, that the law did not allow“ the 
vrlt, fmiliarities of the ſoldier with his capuve. He 
was obliged te marry her. See alſo Anand 6 
Deut. xi. 10, &c. This is a wapifeſt Proef of 
the tenderneſs with which the law 
priſoners. 5 wat: and, Lam confidens aten ere 
1 anci legt. nation, 9 9 
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of .. ft ? 
i o begin with the! boch K of Geneſis. | 
Youobſerve,* © Takeaway from Geneſis 
'/ the belief that Moſes: Was the author, on 
which only the ſtrange belief that it is the 
word of God has ſtood, and there remains 


Nections to the Books of Moſes 


= 1 +" and fall thew,” by their in. 
terne evidence,” that they. are Nux N | 


tled to 5 e lation of den 


is of Genefis, but an "anonymous 


book of ſtories, fables, and traditionary 
-or invented abſurdities, or of downright 
lies.“ This, fir, is the polite lagguage 
which you. make uſe of, in ſpeaking of 
the! c of Geneſis ;. a book that teaches 
us the. origin of the world, the genealo- 

gies of our firſt PR: the e 
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p ENENCE or THE, . og 
of. ancient nations, and the riſe of arts. 


Concerning theſe. things, 1 am free to 


aſſert, that antiquity cannot . us 
with more veritable and precious monu- 


ments than is contained in this, and the 


other books of Moſes. For as the authors | 


of the ancient univerſal hiſtory obſerye,* 
Moſes is the only authentic. writer of 
what happened before, and for ſeveral 
ages after the flood. He is by univerſal 


conſent allowed to be the moſt ancient 


hiſtorian now extant ;. as it is certain, that 
his hiſtory was compoſed, not only before 
all the hiſtories, but even before the fables 
of the | Greeks. For there is nothing 


contained in then relating te the time be. 


fore the deluge, that has any appearance 


of truth: f of this, every diſcerning mind 
will be fully convinced, on comparing the 
fabulous Hiſtories of Sanchoniatho, Sy 


netho, Beroſus,f. Herodotus, and Dig 


Wis 0 ning 5 10 
luge, * deem it neceſſary, My. the CET 65 
thoſe vhs” wit to ſee the kiſtory of * Rrengthe + 
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end loſophy alſo, is ri6t that barren 
and fies cen aul ers 


ed by this teſtiinbiy of belt dba are called yiv- 
-fane:wnaters, to obſerve that the deluge, or univerſal 


1 


deſtruction by water, is cobfirmed by the concurrent 


| teſtimony of, the moſt ancient writers; as the an 
chors af the Univerſal Hiſtory obſerve, (Vol. I. p 9 
5.) That there was ſuch ao univerſal deflratien 
iy water; is confirmed by the concurrent teſtimonies 
: | obdeveral of che moſt ancient writers and nations in 
= 7 in the world. What actount the Chaldean records 
(meaning the hiſtory. of Beroſus) give of it, we 
© have already ſeen, "The Indian 5 Perſian tradi- 
tion we may mention he TA ter. That the Egypt 
ans were. ene r ee not only 
b rom thoſe e of Oßris and — ag 
mentioned” above ; but alſo bows he e 
"Plats; who' SIE a certain i 


. FB hene of Heliopolis, in Fria, 
. 2 chaſm or cleft in the earth; in the temple of 

Juno, which fwallowed up the watery of the food. 

4 e Americans are ſaid to acknowled; 

., and ſpeak of it in \ their cg inent : and we 

chat there is a tradition Ar ong the Chineſe, that, Pu- 
oncù, with bis famil ene the general deluge,” 


de. Thad de feet at moſt nations have fore idea | 
tho clear an account | 


- of a deluge; | ot h bent have ſo 
e 8 


are told, 


I err 
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in empty reaſouings, and whoſe. powers | 
ſpend themſelves in diſcoveries of no uſe 
to the happineſs of men: it is not that 
diſaſtrous ee yu with an axe 
in its hand, and à veil over its eyes, 
throws: down, overturns, and deſtroys 
everything, and builds up nothing: 
which: imits impious phrenzy, makes mat- 
ter its God; and which diſt; 
man from beaſt only, by his 1 No 
Sir, it is the wiſe; x ilaſophy. of a good 
man, who. yridh es to render his fellow, crea- 
tuxes: happy for Moſes: begins his hiſto- 
ihn with informing us, that there is a | 
God, and that he created the world, and 
all th yy is therein. This, was the grand 
fundamental principle, te bring men to. 
the knowledge and worſhip! of him that | 
made idem: fer it is anifeſt to demon- 
ſtratign, that if man docs hut give himſelf 
time to geſlect, that God made him, and 
gave him hands to feel, legs to walk; Cr. 
and cadowed him with powers and rea- 
{Ewan far beyond that of the 
ä brute greation; he Will naturally love and 
5 reverenos that great and awful being, a 


23" Hes 428 Ld or E- wat” > 5 . 
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can bur him as he pleaſes. I he krow- 
ledge of this ſublime truth; effectually 


pt ys all thoſe falſe: wotioas; entertain- 
ey tain philoſophers, of the eterni- 


matter, and a ſortuiteus concourſe 


Es dna It lays the axe to the root, 


and At nce ennie that Fooliſh; ab- | 
ſurd, anch impious tenet: and which is a 


demonſtration” that che Philoſophy of 


Moſes, was meſt beneficially conducive to 


to the bappineſs of maukind. 
He is alſo to be admired desen 


werf as A learned chriſtian“ obſerves, 
* Whatever defects may be noted in his 
hiſtory upon the Whole, When compared 
with the mere regular and more laboured 


produMons of the poliſned hiſtorians of 


Beete and Rome; yet in many parts of 


it he has given evident marks of ſupe 


Ubilities 2s an hiſtorian.” The hftery of 
Joſeph;' for inſtance, — 


mple of 
,pathe- 


2 


ſunple, noble, elegant, in 


; He narration: of a juſtneſa, neatneſs, and 


bicuity 6f hiſtorio compoſition ; to 


Which nothing equal, or in any degree 
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comparable; can be produced from He-. 
rodotus or Xenophen, Salluſt or I. ivy. 
As an orator, his exhortatious in che. 
york of Deuteranomy, carry with them 4 
orce, à ſpirit, and an elegance, equal at 

— ( tee eee to any thing 
vor penned. [rom Ilg 
{As 2 post, lis beatiful gde recorded | 
in „is ſuperjor to- any thing af the 
kigd:t but his prophetio pgem in Deuie- 
ronomy, is not to be equalled. 1c t con 
we fix parle, as L have: ewa in a0. 
ther N 2 The. firſt ra e of. 
firlt fire; verſes, and is a prefat 


part contains nine-yerſcs;; the. free: ; 
which; is the kindnaſs.and beneſiernce of 
che Supreme Being towards. : The 
wird patt conſiſts af the next ſqur verſes, 
which he. deſcribæs the ſin , and wWiekel- 
neſs of the nations The, fourta part con- 
ſits, of ther next ſeven verſps, in Which he 
retounts the afflictions with which GOD 
. would-punithh them for their diſobedience: 


The fifth part contains the en Kun _ FR 
e e . et! 
*/ lod Bon Linn Bara p. Fg Ig þ 14 

"7 = 1 | 


Ke: their euptivity, and the ſeveret pur 
ments that followed, and their- preſerva- 


* - DEFEKCE: OF THE 
verſes, -wherein he deſcribes the final; "TY 


| Aruion, which the Supreme Being 
might have been induced to have brought 


upon them for; their enormous: crimes, 


had it not been ſor one particular reaſon, 
dnd which inimitabſyideſ 

ſixth and: laſt part contains the / laſt ten 
verſes: af the poem, in which he rehearſes | 
the cbnſolation of cwel, and the ven- 
which G0 will take on their 
Eee mn one toe ag 3034 KALE A af: . 


ibes : The 


five parts of it, have been 


et ce of the Sup re 


: lirach,, in giving dreck Pelton of the 
hel) 7. 1480, and their proſperity v der 


Danid and Solomon: their ſins of idolatry, 


tion as a diſtinit nation to this very day; 


notwithſtanding all- thein ſufferings; and 
which undoubtedly, is ou of the! moſt 


Wonderful things in the world, as-(ſhewn 


at large in my Diſſertations, an the Pro- 
VFhecies vol. Iſt. P. 75 Ke. N henee, f re- 


; tio zol erb poem, 5 
fully ate fel Gr "Viz. The kindneſs and | 
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OD TESTAMENT. of 
| fime: to think, that the completion of the 
firſt hve" parts, may be conſidered as à 

pledge and earneſt of the accompliſhment 
7 the fixth, which mentions the: redet 
tion of the nation, &c. And it is very re. 
markable, that the prophet Jeremiah hath 
clearly evinced the truth of this poſition, 
in the following words,“ which he pro- 
duees as an argument, in ſupport of what 
he had delivered as a prophecy, foretell- 
ing the future reſtoration of the nation: 
For thus waa the Lord, like as I have 
brought all this great evil upon this peo- 
ple, 1 will I bring upon them all the Lien 
that I have promiſed them.“ A ſtronger 
proof than what is contained in theſe 
eee of the prophet, in ſupport of the 
irit of prophecy, cannot be required; 
= the. accompliſhment of the evils pre- 
dicted, is a ſure pledge of the completion 
of the good promiſed : and therefore; as 
it is allowed on all hands, that the firſt 
five parts of this poem, hath been fulfilled 
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" SHALL now proceed: to the other 
s of Moſes; iz. Exodus, Levilicus, 


$5 
as Avi; I 


Numbers and Deuteronomyi, Theſte fr, 


contain: our: laws, Religious and Moral, 
Civil, Political, and Ritual; (though T 
do not mean to treat of them all thus 
Aiſtinctly arranged but enly bf. 2 feu 6 
them as they oceuritai te the ſab. 


hope to prove, to the latisfaction of euery 
Way worthy of Goa; :who 
fed tobeſtow.themihy-the: hands 
ſer vant (event Maſe, e e his people II. 


were e 


Wade gen 


rael, ee abt 


F Wee God, pes db FPenta- 
15 and but £8 his > Gad Alone 


dferver' o be worſhipped: Me. Is the 


Supreme Being, the neceſſary origin of 
al Ti gia no- ober i cονε e a0 


him. He is a pure fpirit, immenſe and 
infinite; he chnnot be repreſented by any 
bodily ſhape. © It is he that created the 
univerſe by his power, and governs it by 
his wiſdom. He views all our actions; 
nothing can eſcape his watchfuk eye and 
with an equitable hand he re and 
iſhes us actording to our deſerts. 
| 75 oor ray earn from theſe bodks ; 
| for the belief ofothe exiſtenee of Got 2 
ſHuaſled on the firſt great * 
Tan ti Lord ibi G 07 nnd Ot: 
That hols One, we are 5 
Deus! vi. 16 WA Olrael, ubs Lu ids 
8 ee eee Nn n e 
Alla hr alone (59; beworthipped;- is 
contaibed in the ſecond and third em. 
mamdimentsz- T le ba h 1 


eee der. eee. 0 
en gu inf ονντι n ſhalt 
a Sno dren ſa hy r ere 

h r lag: 


int he cannot. betepreſerited: 
"ſhape; we are küllght! — ex 
. er ho Jaws 199: e 
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dey the mY Lina pada uni yu. Hoxeba 
This doctrine was likewiſe ſtrongly incats! 
cated by the prophet- Taiah“, 4e ſays , 
Jo whom therefore ui ken God? 
und what 3 ofirefemblance jt = 
will cempare! with him f Again, 76, 
whom will ye ien me bed to amen 
mall I be equalled? faith the Holy ne. 
har God: knowetk all the thoughts 
2d 4d Actions of mankind#atubivnotfo indif-- 
ent Band- unconeerned: about then, — 
cue undelievers think:3; who! ſay; the 
Lord leich as nor che Lord hath forſux- 
an the Garth Adee 12.5 | 
the con contrary, he-obſerves, an: Taltes edge | 
nizance of all our actions z his wer ure 
taught from Gen. - vil 54% Rad God 
au that che wiekednefs ef man (was) 
great -in-theearth;??-. Brend Gen. x 
25 belles" ſoyerd! othel parts af theſe 
hooks. Ay ans $3 OE th, ASE CENTS 
That God rewards and puniſhes d witt 
equitable hand, we are taught in Duo 
ni, 325 33. % Ter now, if thou ale. 
| —_ their\fit: and not; let me, 1 
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2 hee, out of thy bool which thou 


written, And the Lord ſald unto Mos 


ſes, Whoſocyer hare; ſaved again me. 
_ li:willi;bleavout.of-ary hoi tt - 
„Wesare allo taugbt, that 
temple was commandetite be built mi- 
niſters appointed ſor ĩis ſexvice 


if the ſentiments of 


before eyery thing, /i91the-acknowiedge 
ment -oh; our: entire ndgpendanet on him, 


qnd:of his ſupreme dominiongz mankful- 


neſs for his hene ts 3 triſt in ii 


| werey, 
5 reverence and love. Thus de gays. 


+ And, thou ſhalt love the Lord thy Sd 


quire of thee, but to fear the Lord thy 


bim, and toſerve the. Lord thy Godmwith 
Ab chy heart, and wich ell thy foul. Te 
leepſhe commandments of the Lord, an 


;althoogh oy 


1 2 — | 
and nome ial inſtjevted : yet all: this is | 


the heart: Ariane ts og Ihe wor- 
mig that he requires above all things, and 


vith-all ahine heart: Ind: With all ny are 


dau wicheall phyptrengeh;s- And:inowh 
_ Vrati, what: doth the Lord rhy 1Goll re- 


God, to'wall in all his ways, and to love 
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the? as chich I command aloe this 
day fur. thy good??:, See alſo chap. xi. 
ver. 13,\&cciwhere theſe true and ſublime 
ideas are alſo ſtrongly incnlcated; and 
which-4o eminently diſtinguiſſi the Jewiſh 
from all zucient legiſlators; and plainly 
ſhew that: the doctrines, hich recommend 
ſuchalpure wonſfüp, can be none other 
than divine: ; EP; every way worthy 
Godt hg an PORE ue TON) 
Let, us ow examine the morality 
taught in theſe books, what beauty and 
purity da we find in this morality! ee 
is ſcaroehy a vic which it doth not con- 
dem. it is not enough that cvib acti 
are forbidden; evenvdeſires! 
ed, „ Thon ſhall not deſine e Thou 
Thalt not govet}??; In inculcating this ma- 
rality, Maſes not only requires perfect 
_ equny// unitaintedꝭ probityj: Juſtices. faith-, 
Fulneſs, and the molt; qzacti honeſty; but 
he would alſa have us bechumane, com- 
5 te, and: charitable: even red to. 
domntq athens! a8 ye ſbould wih > ones 
| would do unto w, ad 8 Aayst, * But 
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vou in your land; ye ſhall not vex him. 
i that dwelleth with you, 
as one: born amongſt 4 


But the i 


ſhall be unto ou 


vou and thou ſhalt love him as thyſelf; 
„ the: land of E. 


iy oh 


pt. 14 Love: ye therefore thelſtranger: 
ſor ye were ſtrangers in the land of E- 
pr. NH Thus you may pe 
this brotherly love and ch 
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the Had; for no uncircumciſed 
ned are cat thereof... One law ſhall - 


im*that is home born, and unto 
hat injes that ſojourneth among you“. 
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| Now Sir, 3 Js not. this law far more humane , 
| EX n of rangers, ordained | 


b a other legiſlators? i Antes HD» 
Let eee the humane abid | 
cliatitatle: laws, 'ordoined for the relief 
of the poor, the widow and the father 
leg 2 öf the ſervants and ſlaves: and we 
ſhall preſently perceive how ſuperior they 
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an account; hο.i⁰ they came by their 
deaths: Aud Ari le particularly fays,: 
thatithe £pborg; fo.foon' as they Were" en 
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night” by ; 
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preys:. more {delieious, ' by n eh 
ment. Even 5. ler the eyes 


- 


giſtrates, thou inc of of "theſe una 
creatures _expired, in the” am beth 
a erer aud 


pro ku man 
th 1:4 85 | 


tt the Hive 


of: the la- . 


ple, and Robe feſtival days cauſed” 


AE. on en pg 
in 3 


aa > re? REP ogg 
7 - 2 


renn people, . 
nat any of aboſc qebelions ff the ſlaves, 
whicheften htpug blo ae other : vations 
toithebrink mie W 
From the extracts block lum above. 
mentioned, ye may aſſo perceive the 
moderation N wert th uſe to- 
wards aur nehfbm fg and rhich E would 
recommend ian ti compare with the hor-. 
rich lam of the twelve tables; which per- 
mitten the'credlitors to load the debtors. 
with chains; and after dome market days, 
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even to the delinquent, as is plain from 
the following text. And it ſhall be, if 
the wicked man be worthy to be beaten, 
that the judge ſhall cauſe him to lie down, 
and to be heaten. before his face, accor- 
ding to his fault, by a certain number. 
Forty ſtripes he may give him, and not 

expeed: leſt if he ſhould exceed, and beat 
him above theſe with many ſtripes, then 
thy brother thould ſeem vile in thy - 
fight®.. By this wiſe and hnmane law, 

fo n that of all other nations, 
che puniſhment of the culprit, was not 
left to the arbitrary will of the judge, 
| who.might order his hundreds or thouſands | 
of laſhes; No Sir, the number was re- 
{tried to: forty, ſtripes ; and that they 
might not exceed the number thus limit- 


| ans 15 chef Jaw,” ap e e 
n Det. INV 244, 2 
| * Our code is: ſhort, and day hide en At 
1 =_ nations underſtand it; hilft the Mts of laws 
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man; hundred years labour, are ſearcely any thing 
more than undigeſted compilatid s, neee 
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that no more than thiray z. nine ſtripes ſhoul 


be given“. etl 
But this is not all, our laws every 


15 Where order us to treat even the brute 
creation with humanity. „ And whether 


it be cow or ewe, ye ſhall not kill it and 


her young both in one day. Thou 
1 Halt not take che dam wit the young. 4 


: they: are dark labyrinths, i in hah the} wolt kedened 


— 
* 


exen in criminal. caſes 
of M. Noltaire himſelf. See the ee 


e een. N 0 fac 


counſellors loſe their way, and through. which the 
_ greateſt lawyers can ſcarcely. ew A path : for what 


is law to day, is not allowed to be law to ' Morrow. 


It muſt farther be obſerved, that all the tribes in the 


whole vation, were goyerned by the ſame Jaws and 
ſtatutes. . Judah had the fame as Reuben; and 
Benjamin bad none others than Simeon: But in 
many nations and governments, 0 every tov n, every 


hemlet has its own laws. What is juſt in one 


village, is unjuſt two miles farther,” and they change 
laws as often as they change poſt horſes: Our In J; WS 
were uniform and unvariable. But © there i no 
ſtability in theirs. - They change like the dreſſes 
of men and women. They have not any fixed Jaws 

"Theſe axe the ſentiments 


* See Gemara Makkoth, pere Til ben His 


— Wo 23. 2 wall 


+ Levit. xxii. 28. . _ * Dert. xxii· — 
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& Thou ſhalt. not muzzle the ox when 
&« he treadeth out the carn*.” The law 
alſo commanded us to let the beaſt reſt 
on the ſabbath. From all which; it is 
manifeſt, that. the more you ſtudy the laws 
of Moſes, | 1E - more. inſtances you wilt 
find in them of gentleneſs and humanity: 
and a more they are compared with 
5 legiflatüres, the more a man will 
| ir excellence;”- © © 
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4 wo now _ notice of T Tak 4 9 the 
precepts of the land, which. may be 95 
perly termed à part 1 5 the Political 

of Moſes... Wich theſe, ſever. altre 

" (which are a part of the Ritual EE 1 
_cloſcly connected: and therefore, it is 
proper to conſider them conjointly. And 


for the better underſtanding of which, it 


is neceffary that we go | back to the call 
4:08 Abraham; when we ſhall plainly ſee 


the propricty, of the nation's being cal- 
led God's choſen people. This will ap- 
pear manifeſt from the purpoſe for which 
bes were choſen: Which was to hand 
down the unity, and worſhip of the one 


only, God, the creator of heaven and 


earth. This purpoſe, by the infinite 


wiſdom of God, hath been fully accom- 


BY! 


pliſhed through heir means, as Oy: * 
perceived in the ſequel. 3 | 
Notwithſtanding the leere 10 exem · 


AY Ly — fie Care 0 


| | moſfrenowne ed and confpicuvus countr Kos 


DEFENCE:OF THE ff, d 
plary puniſhment; with which God pun- 
bed the ſins of the old world; aw the 
means which we are naturally to ſuppoſe - 
that Noah took to provide for the inſtruc- 
tion of the new in the true worſhip of 
God: we nevertheleſs find, that i in a ve- 
ry ſhort: time, mankind degenerated again, 
and advanced. apace towards the ſame 
ſtate of depravity, that they. were in be- 
fare 1H: flood: / eſpecially ; in regard to 
orſhip, God therefore, called 
7 Abraham, who wherever he went“, plan- 
ly ſhewad them the vanity of worſhip. | 
ping the creature inſtead of the ercator; 
and boldly aſſerted his ſupremagy, in de- 
' fiance of all oppoſitionf. Fot his faith 


and "righteouſneſs, God made choice of; 
him and his poſterity, to hand down he 


knowledge of his unity, and preſer ve che 
4 ptinciples, of the true religion uncorrupt - 
Idolatrous he of a 


s' „Cbeldees, Can and Egypt, w 


Hhabitants of: which, were all deeply verſed \ In the 

idolatry of the ancient. See e 

in Noreh Nevuchim, part 3d. chap. nere ns 
OE LISTS? Wy Main. H 2 r Kris. 
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falſe theology. It was ſor this 1 
that God ſeleQed the family of Araham. 
from among all nations, and ſealed: them : 
with his covenant*, to be the repoſito 
of the ſacred oracles : that they — $ 
convey them to poſterity in their original 
purity. And that this a ag be fully ac- 
compliſhed, God promiſed Abtabam the 
land of Canaan for an inheritance for his 
poſterity: though before that time ſhould 
arrive, they Would be ſerely afflited in 
captivity”; from which however, he would 
redeem them; and ſeverely Puniſh their 
oppteſſots ;, and thus maße them fully 
ſenſible, thut he alone was Gad; . ] 
ggcverned the world by his particular pro- 

| hrs ef Egypt might juſtly. be 
d- he very fink of kalle wor. 5 


80 e bee, the atis uf n 1 d 
dir ina on- and thie iuſtilutiohs e ſuper: - 

ſtitious and obſcene rites ry God Was 

8 Pate Make it the ſceue of the gteat 


Teh 
SEL 
. 
by Le 
1 
11 


his omnipotent pewer, in, ap- 
palition 10 their falſe deities. Here then, 
e 8 84 ATTY 2 ee 


» „ Circumcifonz und vieh e to this day; 


OED. TESTANENIST i 
was the necgſuy of the mapa a ot a1g6 | 
ed by Moſes ©! for the fole end and p! 
poſe of theſe miratles Was, to. ebmige 
al che Iſrael ites“, the Egyptiaus, ane 
the reſt of the nations, tliat rhe falfe dei. 
ties wörſripped by them, were noüght 
but: vanity; tliat could not profi6:7 for 
that the Eord alone us ches te GOR 5 
and governo of world e | 
was none elſe heſide 1 990103» 

Now" the moſt rational method chat 
could have been taken td feclaim alhttioſe 

frem cheir errort, and induoe thæm to em. 
btacs the truth was to neten, ö 
plain and evident their under 
cht-chnge Were, in fact, © 
75 -appreliended. For 
fal 


ſeiy inmgted:thar choſe thofricke! Maart 
venty "botlice; che fun moon td ſta 5 
1 were theldiftributots:: 


of -Meflifips ind <omforts's for as they ob- 


2 


ſer voc the eöurſe of der e 0Y 
ly regulated, and- the-Vleifitigs ef ift ta 
15 Al os _ Dy dhe motion: aud as * 

4 Hb obeys oak 0 [#54 on; 


| 85 d. vi. reh (Vit Ra of — 
ws s b 8 7 tw 13 
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geney of theſe bodies, they, =" 
bs were led to believe. them to be the on- 
y gods that governed the world. This 
being the caſe, let us now conſider how 
their fatal miſtake was to be removed, 
and they ſet right in this point: Was it 
net by convincing them that theſe bodies 
hadi no other powers or qualities than 
what they derived ſrom their great Cxca- 
- tor, whoſe inſtru ments they were, em- 
pboyed by him to carry on the purpoſes 
of, His providence? And what more ra- 
tional methöd oou¹d God have made uſe 
_ of-to; form this: "conviction, than that of 
empowering: his meſſenger to alter or ſuſ- 
ut we qualicies' of theſe: bodies, and 
| Sei by his dare command, 
5 a poſition to their ordinary - 
courſel? This was appealing te their qwn - 
" notionsj# Rind making them ſenfible, in 
their om way; that the Lord alone was 
the creator fand goyernor of the world, 
and that All viſible beings were but ſo ma- 
nys ſubordidate agents, Working by his 
power, and under his directions: and 
whoſe" powers he can ſuſpend "whenever 


ke pleaſes 0 e he alone 


OLD TESTAMENT; 33 
enfitled to the worſhip and ohedieneg of 
men, as ke. * could bewarb er un 
them. | 


85 That we may pack this watter ins 45 
light, it will be naceſſary to take & parti. 
cular view of the Progreſs and conduct 
of the whole proceeding, N heh 
In the firſt place cen, God 5 1 
meſſage in his on name, required t 
Egyptian king to teleafe his p er, 
if Thus! fait the 1 ech f 55 4 
t my people go that they may * 
feat unto me ih the wilderneſs”? By Pha- 
_raol's anſwer. to thi s.thcfſage, i it is plain, | 
that he:difclaimed ll knowledge of; the: 
God of Iiracl, and abſolutely refuſed to: 
Field any obedience. to Him thus he; 
fast, „ Who is the Lords chat E ond 
obey his voice tö lot Ifract ger 1 kum 
8 the Lord, neither will Fi led Iſrael go. 
L worſhip my own gods, and F N vo 
This, Was then the proper. piano of en 
ET him, and all the Eg 
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| foreſeeing by his omniſcience what the 
| conſequence: would be, and being, as it 
were, unwilling to enter on the methods 
of ſeverity, commanded his ſervants | to 
go ain toPharaoh, and repeat the de- 
of his diſmiſſing the Iſraclites. On 

| this tn application, when the king 

require d them.“ to exhibit ſome 3 

proof that. they were not magicians, 
but the meſſen engers'of God, (as Abarba - 
nal obſerves) & Aaron caſt down his rod 
before Ferch, and before his ſervants, 
aud it became a ſerpent. Hereupon the 
r vere called 0 confront him; 
the ST biting caſt down every man his 
rod the ben ke manner, became er- 
ponts. Thus far, then, both: parties ex- 
hibited &qua ſigns of power; but the ſu- 
periority of God's nieſſengers ſoon ap- 
peared for © Aaron rad (allowed BÞ, 1 
the! tods(?*:, : 15 * 9 — 78 $2.15 rs of V TR: 
* Rod it in dt ment; we; Ae e 
mem foramitacle! Jet, as God had in- | 
ue — 7 ah act, hes that Pharaoh boa | 
Wellknowin S WO 

eee e , 
rally to 4 that he actually then f 
For the 880115 det that Aaron threw down his ; 

| rod. * Arbabanal on Exod. Vit. 9. &c. | 


But "YN A OY no 5 
on the urs of 4 wrt God brot 5 


2 
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8. 5 
N 
175 
2 
8 
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2 
e 
<'i in 10 8 of earth and water; 
as the turnin the waters into blood, „und 
the plague © frogs: both, theſe yere in 
the element of water. The next three 
were produced from the earth: and the 
remainder were performed in the 1 9 0 a 
elements of air and fire; as. alſo by the 
ſuſpenſion of the light. Ay Earn, of ; 
125 heavenly. luminaries, the f Fa, 9 7 
and ſtars, when he cpveted th of 
Egypt With thick darkneſs 25 8 3 1 
days. Theſe miracles were admirably _ ll. 
ca [culated to prove the falſity of their "Wit 
ideas concerning their deities; as welt as F 
to puniſn them for their ius, of idolatry a 
Ke, for "ag they highly / yenerated, the 
waters. of the Nile, as being the fruitful 
ſource of their choiceſt bleſſings; inſo«' 

much n in Tue erde on Rer. ; 
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pus deyotigns: to this river, they fla ; 
its current with human ſacrifices; Anc al- 
fo threw the males of the children! of Iſrael 
3 therein: the turning its wat er into blood, 
Vas a juſt and ſuitable puniſhment for 
ſuch: bloody rites and eruelties: by thus 

depriving them of its bought 4% in render- 

ing its water, Which was their eommon 
Arink, upft te be drank; and deſtroy oying 
its fiſh, {othat they could not cat them. 
In like - manner did all: the other mira- 
des tend to eonvince them ef His omnipo- 
tent power over- their falſe deities, and 
his particular providence in the govern- 
ment of the world, and the protection of 
thoſe that ſerve him. This i is ang e by 
the cn Jade: le between. the Are 


f a0 Py fear en 
ifice a git, 0 et as others Jay, 2 boy. apd girl, 
d Aar 15 28 tribute to that riyer er for all the bene. 
E they receive” Fr! i. See Uri viver. Hiſt. Vol, 
ip >. - LITER 
fen Exod. 7 vii. eee ne- , 2 
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miracles, viz, the death of the fixſt born, 
was: ſuch a maneſt proof of his power 


: and ſoverrignty, and a demonſtration of 


his-taking particular cognizance of human 
tranſaQions, and ſooner or later rewarding 
every man according to his works, as could 


not he denied. For, as he at firſt threat: 


ened;*! that if they would nqt let his firſt 


born os o, and ſerve: him, he would 
fl3y their firſt born: the accompliſhment - 
of that threapmage ſo great an impreſſion - 


on Pharaoh and all his people, that 907 


not only, gave them leave to go, but f Wit 
ed em td to)depart. : .. 5 
On this deltrodionef the firſt bern 'of 
the Egyptians, Was inſtituted the ceremo- 
ny of the redemption of the firſt born of 


the Hebrewsf ; 3 *as Was alſo the paſſover, 


&. in order to fix laſting traces on their 


minds, ß the wonders which God had 
Sorked for them: to perpetuate; from ge- 
neration to generation the memory ol 


theſe great events; and tô evidenck the 


wach e to the whole earth, I 


$4 >» w 4 ERS f 
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down to our own times ; for the ceremo- 
ny of the paſſover, and che other ſeſti- 
vals, as well as the redemptien of the 
firſt born, are all ſtrictly obſerved through- 
out the nation, at this very day; as 
Proofs of the miracles performed for' them 
at their deliverance from Egypt. 
The paſſover, therefore, as well as the 
reiemprion of the firſt born, which were 
inſtituted immediately in commenioration 
of the redemption from Egypt, are, in 
themſelves, a elear evidence and demon- 
ſtratien of that event, as related by Di- 
VINE REVELATION 3 more eſpecially, as 
aà great number of the other precepts con- 
- tained in the Meſaical laws are founded“ 
on the ſaid redemption: and” they are 
continually reminded of their ſubjection 
in Egypt, and the degraded ſtate of bon 
dage, 1520 they were there held in: it, 
nene; would. de en abſurd. to 


„ 4 r $548 "I£4} $$ ki 0 8. 4 1 11 12 
. * e 146, 1 Ri. 45. 1157 36. 


Xx 33. xxiii. 43. xXv. *: 427 55 · and Xxvi, 
13. 45. Numb. XV. 41. Deut. 215 12. Xii. 11. 
Xvi. 3, and xxiv. 17. ae a e of other 


* Dy 3 we. : + th. 4 £3 3 PLES. * 
1 N x f . 83 , . 1 na 
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conceive it poſſible, that three or four 
millions of people, could ſuffer themſelves 


to be impoſed on in ſuch-a barefaced man- 
ner, by being continually told of the de- 


graded: ſtate that they had been in; and 


unanimouſly agreeing to accept of an in- 
ſtitution ſaid to be founded on a miracu - 


jous deliverance wrought for them, if, in 
fact, no ſuch deliverance had ever — hh 


place. A poſition like this, Sir, ſurely 
no deiſt, ſreethinker, or ſceptic, will be 
hardy. enough to advance. Now this in- 


ſtitution actually took place at the very 


time pf. their departure from Egypt, and 
hath continued to this day: ſo that it is 


npoſhble to doubt the truth of it. In- 
deed, the miracles of Moſes bear ſuch 
evident; marks“ » of truth, being perform- 


"athenticity pecaliar to them, "which evidently de- 


mon trate their divine origin: in the firſt place, they 


were objects of ſenſe ; that is+ perceptible by the 
ſenſes,” Secondly, they were performed in the moſt 
public manner, <4 the preſence of ſeveral millions 


of people, who were all eye witneſſes of them; and 


ſome miracles. continued for a great number of years, 


as the manna,. & c. Thirdly, a great part of the 


ceremonial oY is founded on . * 


5 * ( 
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* The miracles of Moles have WE marks 0 of | 
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ed in fo public a manner, and for ſuch 
wiſe purpoſes ; and on the notoriety of 
which, feveral feſtivals and other pre- 
cepts were inſtituted, "and. immediately 
took f place,” and continue in full force to 
tis Four; chat it teally is aſtoniſhing how 
any rational perſon éan doubt their au- 
EL 6-7 thenticity,” It muſt farther be obſerved, 
| in fupport of what 1 have advanced, that 
Soc bimſelf when he came to give them 
Fit the''kiw,” appealed to the truth of thoſe 
| things of F hich Hiey" were che vitneſes®, 
Aich in which; 2 may fay,” pirtics/con- 
peil OE? 40 Abt ay, I 
ITY 1415 Lox fav 0b, „ WIIO MADE 
HEAVEN AND EARTH: for bf that; they | 
Were not eye witneſſes; ” confe bent 3 
BET e neither? affirm; or 
name: But he ſays, I. am the Lora 5 
N | "Ga 0 fx 3600 brought, thee. [774 of the 5 
„, Of this tranfaction, and; the 
miracdes performed both antecedent and 
ſubſequent tor their departure fr rom thence, 


"oſt we 1 b ol "plice” git ne of 
_ "their | being performed, and Have continued the fame 
't this very day, without change or iptiovation. = 


* See R. Tudah 3 in Lib. Corrie | 
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they were all diving witngſſat : it being 
but; fifty days ſinee their departure, and 


forty; three ſince the Egyptians: were 
drewned in thel bea, When vthey went 
over dry ſhod. Its therefore is. not 
only JImproti ible,” but almoſt impoſſible 
to. imagine, that a. Whole nation could 
bachvs impoſed upon. Hence, it neceſ- 


ſarily follows, that astthe precepts of the 
law, are funded. on che redemption; and 
the: miracles Which accompanied it; and 


which. were performed in the preſence of | 


to to hom theſe precepts were given, 


_— it [neceſſarily tallows that the mi- 
eg were performed by a divine pow- 


05 auc, that the precłpts faundeditliere- 
on, art adtvige [preccpts:27 conſequently, 


weß havk here r2/{Gemonſtragiott of divine 
Wee. ©ho93 15 tbr fo 


There is an ather proafiof che din ine miſ- 


ſion of, Moſcs, that I can by nd means 
damit. 14 


entioning; though ini truth It 


y Anm tion v4 mer, 
God's 8 ſpeaking to Moſes face. 5 a in 


the- paclence; di i * redutbaifand men, 5 
beſides women and children ; z as menti- 


. ih bon ef 15 ASD bo 


6 


This, Six was an eſpetc 
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oned Exod. \chap; Xix; 9. „ And the 
ard ſaid unto Moſes, Lo, I come unto 
thee ib a thielk cloud, mat che pècple 
may heau when 1 ſpeak ek harp e 
behene thee: for-eoers.. _ oc 10 J u. 
oſes and audevd, 4 


divine miffion of 


greater cannot be required, as Moſes 


_ Expreſſion.: ©! And ithi 


himſelf emphatically expreſſes . i it; For 


_7 new of the days nee pen, Which 
Mere be 


before thee, ſince the day that 
God created man upon the earth, and 
(aſ) mew one end of the heaven: unto 
the other, whether there hath been (any 
-fuch thing) as this great thing (is), or 


bath been heard like i ir E Did (ever) peb- 


plechear the voice of i-God' ſpeaking c 755 
| af ide midſt ** 


e, asthou haſt heard 
And it was this, that God har ane 

is (ſhall: be) a ſign 
aunto::thee, ibat I haus ſeat thee ; w 


ob:haſtiibrought) forth: the paopls out 
of Egypt, yr hall ſerv G0 upo 


mewn Sek e © = ATE | TE q Ra 504 0 
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OLD TESTAMENT AF : 
divine miſſion of Moſes; betauſe, they | 


not only heard God ſpeak to Moſes, but 
i themſelves likewiſe, and by whit the ey 
were Tully ſatisfied of the er ener of the 


heey, as we find er- 


Rn hn wier out! fithe müüf of the 


bret w have ſeen this day-thar God doth 


talk with man, and he liveth.“ ?- 
And what is ſtill a greater proc (e 2 
greater ean be) of his divine Lev" and 
that the nation was Fully-tofviticed there- 
of, is, that they, from -thenceforward, 


agreed to receive, as coming from God, 


whatever he ſhould deliver to them; de. 


_ caſe; they were then fully ſatiofiec 


of his! on. Hear their own words. 
Now ' therefore why fhouſd we die? 
for this great fire will conſume us. If 


we continue to hear the voice of the 


Lord our God we ſhall die. For wo 
(is there) ef all fleſh that hath heard 


2 the voice of the living God, ſpeaking 


out ee midſt of fire, as we (have) 
Eve e near, and hear W 


EP * Deu. x 3 
0 * * 
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the Lord. our God hall ſay, and ſpeak 
theu unto ne all that the Lord ur God 
| peak, unto len AE, will. hear. 
(it); and de (it), 0 ein Tila © X30; 
And ;ag;it was by. boch extranxdingry 
means that they were brought te s rm 
belief 1nithe diving miſſion of Moſes.:.fo 
hath it,zever been eſſaced from the Jew- 
ih nation for: hotwithſtanding that they 
fell ime idolatry, and other rimes a yet 
t ng time whatever; did therhatien de; 
2% the divine miſſion of Mpſess or ah: 
rogate his laws. ;; No, Sir; not the des 
| firudtion of our gavernment, and che 
conſequent diſperſion of the nation the 
perſecutions of Heatliens and Ohriſtians, 


and the almoſt; vniyerfal contempt of W 


zarione, have ever bean hte ra rat it 


this, the: laws of; Moſes have: e n bane 
ded down to us, through ſo many ages 
and revolutions, ever the ſame, and 
reſpectable, hilt nothing remains of 
many forms of government of the moſ 
wenc weg nations hut che. names: of the 


5 Dea v. 2 eee alſo Exoe. xx. 19. 


* "x * -v> Þ- 4 — 9 % 7. W 


: upchangeable to poſterity; e Te Pring 
this to Paſs“, he called an cler 
7 sMembly of all the Pe cople, He told'then 
that he now thought every thing reaſon- | 


impart until 
In the mean time his deſire was, that 
: they would punctually obſerve! his laws 
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lawgivers affixed ts ſome fragments of 
their laws. But this is not all; not only 
the Jews, but two thirds of this habita 
ble globe revere theſe laws and look upo 
Moſes as divinely inſpired. What hu- 


man. governme ent ever had the like ye: | 


ceſs. F X #1 


Compare Nis n now BY with dhe extra- 
| ordinary method that the great Lycur- 


gus took to render his laws. immortal, 
and to cauſe then to be eee down 


oth 


ably well eſtabliſhed; both for the pub- 
Ic ba pineſs, and improving the virtue 
of each 'particular ; but that there 

thing if behind; ung $50 of the N gre ateſt 
1 which ke thought® not fit to 
he had conſulted the 'orade: 


witt out! any the le Ut N reg bis 
return from. 9 5 phi, and then would 

na 4.5 e BIS ö 2 if 7 th ol I 1 4 + ＋ 
n 2 rluereh «fe of Lycurgus | 1 


Sen 


7 


FASL 4 


re Was one | 
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: do as the God [fhould. direct him. They 


all conſented readily, and prayed him to 


Haſten his voyage; but before he depart- 
ed he adminiſtered an oath to the two 
kings, the Senate, and then to all the com. 


mons, that they would inviolably obſerve 


his ordinances during his abſence. © This 


* 


done, he ſet ſail for Delphi : when he 
came to the, oracle, and had ſacrificed to 


7 he . him, bother” moe. laws 


jervedihe po in 


ning wt ent tho over to Sparta: and 


then, b aving facrifi iced the ſecond time to 
Apollo, and taken his leave of his friends, 
and his ſon; be refolved that. the Spar- 
tant ſhould never be Fele! Hom... the 
-Oath they had taken, but that there, he 
Would put à voluntary end to his, life. 
He therefore, made an. end of himfelf by 
A total .abltience from meat.“ * But not- 
withſtanding all this, in about fire centu- 


ries; it was all . 9 it molt | 


5 withehe reſpect and Nee with whith 
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vertainy would not have continued - fo 


long; but (as M. Dacier r gbſerves*,) that 
he Spartans for a Jong time, had no wars 
but in Peloponneſus. But as ſoon as their 
thirſt of Empire had inſpired them with 


a deſign of having naval forces, and en- 
tertaining foreign Troops; and there: was 


a: neceſhty of foreign money to pay 


them; then their oath availed no more 


againſt that neceſſity, than if it had been 
a ſpider's web; they did not ſo much as 


waere any duch had ever been taken. 
Then were the laws of Lycurgus violat- 
ed with a vengeance, and they were ne 
ir e of 2 77 17 they” had never 


ben. G 033 His 
And now OY Bee me jeave: ic alt you 


on what prineiples of philoſophy, can you 
account for tis great diſparity between 
the duration and perpetuity of ithe laws 
of eln and pt of: Lr us for, | 


they have been treated for ſo many ages, 


and in ſo many climates, cannot be the 


* 8 ee e his notes on 'Plotarch's life of | Lycorges. 


— 
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| effeft of chance, And can you, account 
ot it by.any. natural means No fir: it 


impoſſible! Tbe only ſolulen i that 
2 one was the work of man; conſe- 


. quently fallible ; and liable to be antinul- 


led. But the other, is the work of God, 


und, therefore, not ſybje&. 40 : abolition; 
for as; the ;Pſalmalt ſays, £* Various are 


the: imsginztions in the heart of, man: 


but it, ig che counſel of the Lord alone 
that ſhall ſtand. The counſel of the Lord 
| ſhall ſtand for ever: (and) the Furpoſes 
| of his. Heart»\t0 all generations.“ Fr, es, 


Sir, e here clearly peregive the finger 


| of; God, bis :PoWen:and his;widom Jhine 
; of 7 too Werl to fuller the Fat 


1 Suly: 10 remain. 2 7 12 Mei brad 3 | 
The fe * Fenters >; and; Taherna- 


cles, lle founded; on 1560 redemption: 
the former, 


e mem; f the delivery 
of; the 1 . Hinziz Which Was 
on; the fiftieth ſay: ok, their: departure, from 
arp „ and the la atten, a6; Jepiptuzer! Ex- 
preſsly aſſerts, to commemorate theigood- 


neſs? of . in the aaa of the 


. " » 4 - s 
2 / 


N 25 7 , 34 : 15 ; J oo” 4 8 * 
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Ilcaelites i in the wilderneſs. Theſe three 
great feſtivals, viz. Paſſover, Pentecoſt, 
and Tabernacſes, bear evident marks 'of | 
their divine inſtitution : and ſtrongly in. 
culcate a divine providence: for they were 


called feſtivals of appearance; becauſe, 


thereon all the males were to appear be- 
fore the Lord in Jeruſalem: a8 it is ſaid; 
« Three times in a year ſhall all your. males | 


appear before the Lord God, the God of 


Iſrael. For I will caſt out the nations be- 
fore thee, and enlarge thy borders: neitlier 


ſhall any man deſire thy land, when thou 


goelt up to appear before the Lord thy 
God, three times in the year. Wy 
times in a year mall all thy: males appear 


7 


before the Lord thy God, in the place 
which he ſhall choo c : inthe feaſt of un- 


leavencd bread, and'i in the.feaſtof weeks; 


and in the feaſt of Tabernadles 1 
| ſhall” not appes 


Ir before | the beg 
Every man hall give as he is able, accord- 
ing to the bleſling of the 155 TY God 
THY he 1 ae thee,” e JIN 
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.  Onthis inſtitution, T muſt obſerve, that 
inthe firſt place, it ftropgly-inculcates (as 


do moſt of the precepts, thoſe: of the land 


| efpccially)- a particafar providence z for 


they were to go up to Jeruſalem, to re- 


turn thanks to God for their redemption 


from Egypt, and for the land which God 
bad given to them, and the bleſſing he had 
Rae ou the fruits of the earth; bec. 


Por the Paſſover was inftituted in memory 
of their going out of Egypt in the month 

A hib“; SY e feaſt of weeles for the 
offcring. of the firſt fruits of wheat har: 
veſtt; and the feaſt of Tabernacles is 


called the feaſt of ingathering, wi 


had fully got in their harveſt: they, 
therefore, as an acknowledgement for 
great benefits, were commanded to 


offer treewill offerings, and give to the 
Levite, the ſtranger, the fatherleſfs, and 
; ng te the Bleſbng 
which. the Lord their. God had given 


them: tbrereby juſtly aftributin every 
benefit e to the e ful band 
of Providence. „ 


ur XFXiv. 18. . + Ibis. 2 22," 
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J Secondly, it clearly proves, that this 
8 law could be none other than a divine or- 
d dinauce; for on theſe feſtivals: all the 
r males were commanded to come up from 
Bs all parts to Jeruſalem (as above mention- 
na ed.) Now, this is, what no legiflatar, in 
d nis ſenſes, ever dared- attempt to do: to 

leave the land three limes à year to the 
defence of ld nien, women and children; 
promiſing them atthe fame time that no-one 
mould take or deſire it. Who ever at- 
tempted, to rid: the ruin, of his natio n in 
this manger? more - eſpecially when it is 
conſidered by what kind of neighbours 
they were ſurreunded; and who we re al- 
nolt ever boſtile 40 them. 1 ſay, whic 

dared do ſo? Who dated make fuch 

promiſe, without ranging che riſk of hu] 
ing inevitable ral: on the who! 
dur He in whoſe Hand the bear oF 
are as rivers of waters, and Wh. 
them whitherſoever he pleaſeth* 

ly, could thus promiſe to 8 their 
country in their abſence, againſt the W- - 
curſions of their We e neighbo urs; and 


* — vi > fins > - 
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which was actually the caſe during all the 
time of their obſervance of this precept: 
ſo that this may be conſidered as a ſtand- 
ing miracle, and a demonſtration of the 
divine origin of che institution of thele 
| feſtivals. | 
We mall now proceed to "FEY of thoſe 
; precepts, that are more immediately con- 
nected with the land; when the divine ori- 
gin of the Mofaical hs will be farther 
. demonſtrated. 
vi All the ant unt looked upon the 
did ibu ion of lands as à m: | 
poli tics : 2 And give: me leave to "alle you 


ww # > fs - 


be e by our tow iver * "The inſti. 

5 - tütions of 'the famous Spartan legiflator, 
40 bighly: extolled by the Greek writers, 

„mufs in this, teſpect, 101 the palm to the 
Hebrew Feder 2 "hor in the. diſtribution 

pop 35 him, eyery. one out of the 

ir hundred thouſand men fit for War, that 

; emerge red: the Jand of Canaan, was to have 
Portion 81 ground given to him, ſufficient 
. to maintain him ane Load ane in decent 
| affluence. 2s TOE 277 +88 
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This inlieritance, Moſes S bend them, 
was given to them by God; they held it 


immediately from him, and were to conſi- 
der Him as che only Lord of the land. 
Hence it Waz, that they were commanded 


to offer the firlt fruits to Jehovah; Ine i 


they wert to make confeſſionꝰ of bis good · 


neſs ts them, in giving them the promiſed: 
litzd; and in veliowing' his {bountiful bet. 


fog an eee: 8 


They were Alle Fe ts) ale : 

the to che Le bites, f Kc. And, although 
you have heen (6 ſevere ag aint chien 
pticſts, for demänding 55 *ithes,” * A 
think, you cannot in 1 e's 


64855 to chis jpftitution in tlie 57 


law: for, in the firſt place, as the 
tribe of Levi had uo inheritande 1 5 


land, abt! were | | 
ſeryiee of Tod, ir was but lt tht they 
d. hayc, wherewithal,, to-hye 3, G 


therefore oedered that the other 4rides 


ſoul give chem tithes, © And, 
4 1172 8 — * 2 ft...) wee ama. ts of. 
11 * *it Fi * 1 . 4 3k 2 I 4 N. > — 
* BN 7 why Ac. „ 5 xp Sb 

' F Numb. xvitl. 21, &. Deut. 3 1. 12, dc. 
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DEFENCE OF THE 
5 tr the Ifraelites were commanded to 
ive tithes; yet was it not la wful for the 
a Erieſt? or Leyite to come and demand it 
as their tin ag but only to aſk for, it as a 
1 free giſt of the huſbandman; (who might 
give it to whatſoever prieſt or Levite that 
he choſe) much leſs had: they any power 
F is take it by force; or to inſtitute a pro- 
ceß bylaw: againſt them for non· payment: 
Ne 0, ory the giving of tithes Was à volun- 
* ken 1} Sag Pale wagon acknowledgement 
of eg . the. land immediately 
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28 be ee tha leu bs. 
us jobliged e to the prieſt; 


2 n. 3 See 
-- Nun 8. ; Which was called che 
© rith of e ade re Was the ſecond. tithe 
© wich "ne over was 4.9 to eat In Jerüſalem, 
xetd Kae value of iti chere) by redeeming it, and 


f ae Aſih part to i Is the third year it was 
- 3 2 ſpe Dt: upon the, Levites, the 
| 42 the fatherleſs and | . as will be ſbewn 


in a fu bl. tio herein treat 
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Ataclite would be- very willing. bn 
at atcount io do; more eſpecially as 


they were promiſed an increa ſed bleſſingg 
in return) but he by no means author- 
iſed the prieſts or Levites, to force it 
from . ; fin caſe of refuſal, to har- 
raſs them by law ſuits, &c. Hence, there 
was no ſuch quarrels and eontentions be- 


teen che: prieſts and people in the Jew- 


iln nation; as exiſts in many others z and 
which is a demonſtration ef dhe divine 3 
viſdom in the fœmation e herb 


tion. 50 . Beh Aas ; NN Nin n 


1 BY 


the imt 
lands thus given to them, were te be abſo· 


Anutely unalienablei The land ſhalli not 
be ſold for ever: for the Tand a ming - 
. . Ye are ſtrangers and ſojourners wit 


„ (Levit, x. 23.) By this ms 


9 


row too! rich zud 
the ay c at alf eſtates le, 
uld return to e or. Wer 


115 


remind them, ahat they held the land, as. 
LC gift. of. God, was, that ther 
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heirs, at the year of tlie Jubilee. Thu 
te lands paſſed from the 15 to the 
children, and wereto remain forever i 
tl ame tribe“ and family; This law 
vas the effret of deep and wiſe policy. 
It perpetiated all the advantages. of the 
firſt diſtrdution z and by confining the 
citizen! dhe original por; ctdeared: t- 
tes hin; and egcined | JOS yah of in- 
frugali repr AvVas. 
e 
of great Jandholdurs2 It prevented the 
oppreſſion of the poor, and took away. 
Al came 0 Jealouſy; diſcontent; faction, 
POET, bil which @ther><vimon: 
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vidence as inculcated by the law, that. 
ordamet the obſervance of the Sabbati- 
| CUP Ir, and e On theſe 
year nee N u/10tal- veffation 
AI ns e 2 


. ert ei. 19. ;Andb „ 


q m y in her ther's tribe; 
eee 3 ut be removes How. 
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from all manner of agriculture. « But 


in the ſeventh year ſhall be a fabbath of 


reſt unto the land, a ſabbath for the 
LoxD + thou ſhalt 'neither ſow thy field 
nor prune thy vine yard. That which 
1 150 eth of its own accord of thy harveſt, 

ou ſhalt not reap, neither gather the 
grapes of thy vine undreſſed: A 955 
e ſhall that fiftieth year be unto * 


'proweth of itſelf in tf, 
"not only forbidden to ow, but were alſo 
prohibited from gathering the ſpohtage. 


7 


but all was to be in common; 1 — the 
0 00% an nd the beaſts of the field! Wh 
$084 the ſabbatical year, tes Kine als 
to be a Full Aſcharg ge 5 all money lent'to 
the Reſt 
years. thou ſhalt” make a "releaſe And 
this is the manner of the releaſe" every 


: -creditor that lendeth ute His neigh- 


7 1 ſhall eee ity he ſhall: HEE 
nid} e 


* 1 xxv. 4 EY Levi — fr. 5 
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ye ſhall not fow, eicher reap that ien ä 
c.“ They v * Ye 


18 produe of the fields and frult trees, 


At the! end of ebery ſeven 
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| ; cauſe, it is called. the Lord's 
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it of his neighbour, or his brother, bes 
xreleaſe,””* 
This was a moſt humane and benevolent = 


law, in regard to the poordehtors, not to 
be equalled in any legiſlature, 


The Jubilee year Was ailingniſbed 


11 from, the ſabbatical year, by the ſollow- 
T4. ing ordinances. _ 


_ -general releaſe of purchaſed ſervants. 


Firlt, it was a year of 


Even ſuch as at the end of their K years 


eTvices had voluntarily refuſed tg 5 x 
of their. erden 38 TE eonſeg 6 5 
50 FAR bor 


red in token of Loy 75 5 
5 


95 11 ONT, nevertheleſs, bot 


Nee j i . e year, they 
5 40 procl exiy 4þroughout 


all, the. kgs, unto ) all the, ee 


mergui; 9 B. Kin 11. EY; . 9 


9 ag in this year, al N ellates 


thas- had been fold; were to return; t 
heir former proprietors, or to the families 
to which they originally belonged: ſo 


that no family could be funk and ruined, 


10 t +: en . : | 
* Deut. XY. TOs 25 e 1 


| f Exod. xxi. 6. tren av. 10. 55 
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and een Ie de PAL ; 28 the | 
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family eſtate could not be alienated for 
more than fifty y years“. The nearer there. | 
2 


fore, that the Jubilee was, the Jels v 
the value of the purchaſe of an eſtate. f | 


Theſe laws, if viewed in a political 
light; cannot be ſufficiently admired: for 


they effectually preyerital the too preat 


Fre of the poor, as well 28 their 
being liable to perpetual llavery. By this 


means the rich were alſo rene from 
_ aceuninlating lands upon lar 


x oß equality was preſerved thre 


ſecured of their 


; 4 p 
ente bieflings by A. 
that they ſhould not be taken away r om 


*I . 


* This law of Shes e du Dr. Leg) 


was famous. 1. 5. the Heathens, ſame of - wham 
7 Bebe Siculus = 8 it 1 f 


copied after it. 
lawful for the Jeyss to ſell their" inheritances. 
Sieul. lib. 5 3 ow oh in bis polities, 
\ "© cap. Ts lib. 6. 4; fays of the Ori 


＋ 


ancient poſſeſſions. 
+ Levit. XXV. 15. FX OY 148 1 * 4 
1 * Jemmings antiq. B. 3. C. 10. . 301. 


they were ed by their e their 
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as'the Tfraclites were; . 1 
Protest theſe" in- 
5 providence, 5 
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| ROW. by others; but alſo. . in a 


bs particular manner, by. this. law,.that they 


Thou: not be thrown, away by their own 


_ folly; ſince che property, which every 


man or family had, in the original diviſion 


of the land of Canaan; could not be ſold, 


or any way alienated for adove balf a 


century, at the utmoſt. 
It hath already been hex, that 8 
e He" humane and. beneficent laws, 


which took place in the Sabbatical and 

| Jubilee FEATS, . in fayour;of the. poor, the 
| hey were not permitted to 
ſaw or teap, &. The queſtion therefore 
| is, ö Vere, ain We <4 


ſervants, C. LNC 


thus deprived. of, the. produce” 
eltates every ſeventh ye 
giver. was fully ſenfible af this objection, 


and therefore E a full anſwer to it, 


And if ye Luz what ſhall we cat 


the ſeventh: year ? bebeld, e hall not 
ſow, nor 1 in Our. increaſe,:. I Then 1 | 


LINE Wo 


ig upon you in the 


fon three*- Fan - This © chore (and 


* Lenden IT 209. 5 5 
0 4 23 1 7 Amel 255 * 
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fact year, —＋ it © hall bring forth fruit 
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which was faithfully performed; while 


they on their part fulfilled the conditions 

on which it was promiſed) is ain evident 
demonſtration of the divine inſtitution ß 
this law; for here could be no counter! 
zordinary fruit- 
Far muſt planly 
ſhew, that the promiſeteseld only be made 
by the Creator of all things, the ſupreme 
Lord of the whole world. Ne human le- 
gillator, ever durſt attempt to make ſuck 

2 promiſe; and that for his owti credit 
the eredie of his laws, and the ſafety 6 


eit; no juggle: fuch extra 
fulneſs every ſixth year 


his nation, which might be greatly endan! 
eren by having a: famine brought upon 
land, in caſe of failure of e 


and-which it . in che power of any 


mortal to prevent. But in the hltory of 
the//Hebrews:- 55 have ſuch a manifeſt 
proof of the fai chful erformance of this 
promiſe, that When ue nation dd not 
fuläl the conditions of. it it on [their 1 
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r 7 7 *2 EIFS 3 r 

£5 A 7 A 7 * 4 41 * Wo 3 

* 8 * 5 Ry A &7 ag g 3 4 


* See 1 King. xyili, 2. 2 Kiog, 
* Je 317 ; 


— 


. * 
— 
. 
E — . ny ; Ak 
1 -_ — — ; — — — — — —— > 
OP —— — - — I eee — od 
1 - — — 
— — —— 
1 —— ere —— . _ — . | 
n — I I nn R = Sa f 
— 1 : 2 — * 2 


e ̃ rr. § ͤw A p ns 2 ING = AA OA” 


— 
. ˙ a 
\ 
| 


= - — — 
— — —— . . 
DSS . ono 


but they were 99165 camel captive into a 
_ ſtrange country, and their land lay waſte 
| for ſeventy years, till it had-fulfilled the 
fabbatical years which they had not ob- 
 « ſerved; agreeable to what Moſes, by the 
command of God, had threatened and 
foretold fo many hundred years before it 
came. to paſs:“ and which is ſuch an evi- 
dent demonſtration of the divine miſſion 
of Moſes, as in my humble opinion can- 
net be controverted. Let the deep po- 
-btitian, the conſummate ſtateſman, and 
the grape philoſopher that ſtudies the hu 
man heart; who looks into the volume of 
- vature;/ inveſtigates nature's laws, and 
deduces effects from cauſes; weigh, exa- 
mine, and ſearch into the minuteſt detail 
ol the laws of Moſes, and he will be con- 
2 vigcedor: the eine ee of Moſes, 
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* Compare Lenk. xvii 34—35- 251 2 7, "on 

; ** i 21. See alſo Jerem; xxxiv. 8—22. where 

Fon will God how exactly the denunciation of Mo- 

es, for the non · obſetvance of the Sabbatical and : 

Jubilee years, was exactly fulfilled in every parti- | 

__ cular. Ought we then any ROY! to ous: * the : 
be . of. N L 


> 
L * 
0 , 


ol D At: 123 
4.3 And, now ſir, let us eonſider your ridi- 


culous aſſertion, that, there is no af- 


ſirmative evidence that Moſes is the au- 


thor of thoſe books; What! no af- 
firmatiye. eridence, you ſay! In the firſt 


place, does not Moſes himfelf tell us that 


N he wWwas the author of them? And Moſes 
wrote this law, and delivered it untd the 


prieſts. the ſons of : Levi, which bare the 


ark of the covenant of the Lord, and un. 
to all the elders of Iſraelf. And it came 


to pals. when Moſes had: made an end, 1 


* 


writing the words of this law in a. book, 


ul; * Nee, perfectly complete, | E be 


inging the nation out of Egypt; and 


which have been obſerved by the whole 
nation to this day; from the time of Mo- 


ſes to Joſhua: and from him to the time 


of 


* ref 48 * 
t Deut. a. 24 f 


14 they were, finiſhed; an Thus he 
allure es us, that he wrote the whole" law, 


Secondly, as aboyc ſhewn, tl = precepts 
roared in th law, Were founded. on 


he” judges. to 'David' and to Solo- 
Bone: and ae the; exiſtence of the | 


= 4 , 


j 
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bane: have been ſettled: a long while: in ntry ; 


. temple: which the la ter built. By all 
thoſe that were carried captive to Baby- 
lon: by thoſe! that feturned from thence 
with Ezra, as alſo, thoſe that ſtaid behind 
in ng Aſſyria, and other eaſtern 
Provinces : by the Jews that have ręſided 
For time immemor ial in Cochin, tand who 
Had no intereourſe with the biber Jews, 
© Ulf the Duteh came to trade there. By 
the Jews of Spain, who were carried cap- 
e 1 105 Aru ei fu 


| 80 i; 00 Geſb — * de ena 


for it is near ſiſteen hun ed a 
4 Bor fimiue, grante ed perratfon to: | 
{ (the prince: 2 6f the Jewſen chin) 
wear the oe colours,” the ſalutation,. 7 5 2 
torſes or Ren. to convert any. 5 the vs nation 


r . reli Lien) Oe. De. according to the patent. en. 


aved,. on copper: and reſerved by the Jews. at 
Wy 3 #- copy 2 15 dos Kelis We. At 

that time, 9 were Dread e numetous there, 
aul ſcemed id be in . eat favqur-;. conſequently, 
they muſt have been uled there ſome length of 
N 1 97s 1 gn d - 
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temple ; -* as Abarbanal obſerves.” By all 
thoſe Jews that were carried captive at the 
deſtruction of the ſecond temple, and 
diſperſed all over the globe. By Jofe- 
Phus; by the compilers of the Michna 


and the Talmud; by that great luminar) 


Maimonides, who lived in the elevent 
century,andi in his comment on the Miſhna, 


drew up the articles of faith of the Jews: 


they” confiſt of thirteen articles; three of 


them have reſpect to Moſes and his law: 
viz. the ſeventh, which is the belief of the 


great degree of the prophecy of Moſcs: 


the eighth is the belief that the law is 


from God; that is,” as he obſerves, 0 oo 
are to believe "ALL the law which we 
now have, is the very ſame law given to 
Moſes; and that he received it at from 
the mouth of God, the hiſtorical part as 


| mo 7 8 ive; and no "ane elſe 5 


Neal facts, dr Rad 


ſuch ſourec of information ; : and chere | 
fore he was called ppm a ſcribe; be- 


a e as" one that wrote from I 
9 I. 1 55 
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3 anouth of another; for which reaſon, we 
| ſeldom or ever find him ſpeaking 1 in his 


own. peri but. as one that is cpying 
*; a book, or what another is rehearſ- 


nw ing to him,; Sc. By this, you. ie ders 


Fe 18 


Os rr what rg 2 t 


2 are. rien in ch third ne, 
indeed, ſo weak, that I am ſur ied, 
- perſon of your ſagacity ſhould. adopt i it. | 
24 t when 1 conſider, that almoſt all your 
_ » objeRons.: 0 taken from one inſidel wri- 
39 der Oran r, my wond | d into 
eee, The: , the e of 
* * the in in uu | bility. of the law.“? "$4 his, fir, 
Fa part of the confeſſion of faith; of the 
| |.» Tom ON? it preſęnt; and havalways been ſo, 
from Moſes to the ꝑ * 
cannot. reduce an x1 | wa mithe time 
6 . Ach: ” for::e even ee; Samedan, 
s (who never-reeci ed hut tlie ſive books of 
0 0 Sedducees, and the. Karites, 
thoſe enemies to tradition, all held the 
flame. And which alſo ſhews the abſur- 
iy of- Ws: Tour _ that-thels Doole 
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were ** eds — 
id pretenders to author flip, ſeveral 
handred years after the death df Moſes.“ 


For at no time whatever, could a ſpurious 
_ Hiſtory be impoſed upon them, without 
ſome one ſtarting up to detect it. It there 
fore is incumbent on you to prove at chat 

nme it could have been done: for aſſer- 


tions without proof, are of no weight; 
pecially. in 4 aue of duch importance. 


write the books of Moſes? If you wer 
bade of the leaſt-knowledge of thei ſas 


red language, von . | 


to diſcern, that the 


l elegance 

of the dition,?, nr af+ 
ter et an one bat 

e (in; 


IR 


theſe 


eee " 


3, nor. £9 
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t Rignorant pretenders to authorſnhip 


compare 
orginal) mich ae aviitings 


. 


hundred years after het eidajit vet: Moſes, 
immediately after their return from Baby- 
on, by Ezra; Sec. and they will be fally 
convinced of the truth of what I have 

advanced: and the futility of Warr: oa 
have afſerted. | | 
HBeſides, at what time hat tack an 
innovation take place? at what time did 


me nation firſt ſubmit to this im poſition? 


to be obliged to offer their firſt fruits, 
to give tithes to the priefts, the Lovites, 
the poor, the fatherleſs, and the widow ; 
to be compelled to leave their habitations | 
| mw 3 in a year, and come from the 
a nt parts to ſalem, ving 
the menarche — ep: "= 
wien, womem and children) and bring 
free gifts wich them: to let N 
ay waſte every ſeventh, and every fif- 
tieth year z and thereon to remit all ON: : 
: aleck Fre 2 free nol 


. 3 Prong or 
of Moſes to this hour, when fuch an im. 
poſture could have been accompliſhed, 
without * detected. 1 it tobe i ima - 


gined, that the whole body of the nati 
uld concur in carrying on ſuch a om; 


againſt. themſelves, and = | 


See, empires, and. the: Wellen of 
time; v proſperity and aqverſitꝝ ; dar- 
ing a 9 and dreadful exile, diſperſions 
poverty and perſecution, ſuch as no nati- 
on ever ſuffered; ſhould yet continue to 


a in a manner that evinceth che ſtrong- 


of e of the divine Kriein LA the 
las K 


| 2 jor $2 orgs: a rational belief 1 4 ESL: 


ble belong ſuch thi 


colt gx allo well gown, chav: other logics, | 
a etended Proves: e tati- 


ie were ſcarcef | Helfe Fes | 
rig 1ber Rees, and. this 

van a Way. But 

in regard to the divine legation of Moſes 5-: 
; No fir, Our anceſtors believed it, and 


allertion; there is not thoJealt forn-- 


re none ſo credutous 3810, og p 
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156 _ DEFENCE OF THE 
their deſcendants do fo to this day: And 
not only they, but the greater art of the 
inhabitants of | this" globe: Heathens“, 
riſtians and Mahometans, who; though 
o oppofite in their religious ſentiments; ; 

recing in nothing, but in their Hatred 
and contempt of the nation; yet, all 
concur in the belief of the divine miſſion 
of Moſes. Whence then this difference, 
fir? IS I not 'becauſe wnpoſition e 
but truth ſtands the telt? le 
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Bs aft add great weight to the arguments in 
8 of perks of the Peart wt when 


it is conſideked „ that the preac Aa leadi GCL 
(as Dir Shaw ob erves in his hiſtory aud philofor 
of. e 35 30) in the Moſaic: dileryp Co 
to. have been known to Pagan y riters of the great 
elt an iquity, and are handed down in their works, 
with fuch 3 ident reſemblance in their features, 
as mult diſcover the original from which they were 
copied; notwithſtapding alt the artful diſguiſe which 
their pride made them uſe to conceal it. This ana- 
th e ſcripture hiſtory and Heathen mytho- 
„ learned men have traced in a great variety of 
nces.; Some reſpecting the creation ; apd others 
2 Noah; A rabam, Iſaac, Joſeph, I. 
ſes, bc. Ge Note. 2. 
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And now,* 'Mr. Paine, 'and ye Deiſts | 
and Infidels of r. deſcription, 2 1 
have written with ſuch acrimony, and 
indecent levity, againſt the authorit 271 of 
the books of Moſes, what have ye to 
Will ye, with all this maſs of plc ack 4 

gainſt you, and ſtaring you in the face, . 
felt have the aſſurance to take up.your | 
bens, and continue to impoſe on the weak, . 
the ignorant and unwary, by aſſerting, $58 
that the work of the inf pired penman is | 
nought but fiction, when it is as evident as 
demonſtration can make truth appear, that 
it all is the word of God, What ſhadow 
of pretence have ye now to produce, for 
' continuing the immoral and blaſphemous 
charge ? What have ye {till to offer againſt 
the pure, juſt, moral, humane and truly 
benevolent religion of Moſes ? Is there 2 
virtue that it does not jnculcate, or a vice 
that it does not condemn? ? In ſhort, what- 
ever can render a man reſpectable i in hig 
own eyes, and dear to his fellow crea- 
 Jures; whatever can inſure the Peter and 


wy eg to Mr. Paine's abcfire addreſs to dan 7 
va 8 See. p. 25. ö 
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uch, 1 mall take notice ot another objec. 
tow you hate made to th 
tes Wiles tlie; word bf Bod de as. 
you fay, it is therein ſaid, “chat th 
(the 'Kraclites): came by ſtealth upon 
jole natiems of people, who as the hiſ- 

— itleif S 772 given them nb. . 


N „5 that her utterly - 

>= women! and; children; flat t A 
L foulvto breathe. The bible tells us, that 0 ll 
ö 1 E dune 1 : 
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ing 1 offend 17 This is objeftion, as 
ure almoſt all thoſe that, you have brought 
- againlt the Bible; ; is not new; it has been 
urged by Voltaire, B Bolingbroke, Morgan, 


&c. and often ref uted by ſeveral writers; 


dene in one manner; and ſome in ano- 
Gher. g N hether what TY ſhall advance on 
the ſubject will be more fatisfaory, muſt 
de left to the opi ion of the ca did * 


— Judligigus gender \ 8150 * 411 N Fx 1 
haze already; oblerved;*; 1 God 
oy lebe e and ſelected him and his 

ſamily, to be the repoſitory of the facred 
©) oracles, and to hand down the knowledge 


1 che mur worſbip of Gad, and his unity, 
zmifed: Abraham to 
a land of | Canaan, 


giveshis poſterity 1 


Wittke a. deſign té abe Ubrm a ſeparate 


people, 40 preſerve them from thet infec- 
tion of idolatrous principles, Which were 


then ſo prevalent. Now, it is well known 


that che Canaahitra, us elf ati Egyp- 


55 tians wert deep ſunb in idolatry; and 
Wich ha o fart hr, AHEAD them, 
|  - Gattliny erte their childron'io Mo- 
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Land, lich lie hateth, have they done 
unto their gods: for even their ſons and 
their daughters have they burnt in fire to 
their gods.“ “ Aud, e ahomirable 
practices, ſeem; i ina inaniner, to have been 
Authoôriſed not only cuſtom, but by 
ſome command. 1 Aﬀer the doings of 
the land of Egypt wherein ye dwelt ſhall 
ye not do; neither ſhall ye walk in their 
ordinances.“ This ſhews that their bar - 
| barbus ' rites, were: founded on certain 
_ laws and ſtatutes ; for chis is what the 
word Drynbfra properly ſignifies... And, 
indeed, nothing leſs than à pretence to 
dome direction of faored-authotity, could 
2 one ON them to 30 ſo 59 555 rtr = 9 5. ow. 
= principles. But 
a the 5 *the' 4 could Mow and 
y  Fecommend ect, 27 Tre qo ww 


1 | 1 not of ly ” ef Or Be ae allo rs 
; 8 nd | . in e practice 

i 011 1 3 10 tribe, he that was born of this 
1 700 Wok Tort of ent, was looked upon as the 
"| "beſt qualified for the facerdatal function: none bein 
eſteemed among them more: roper for the 


4 


che! — of innotent children. For 


this exceſs of vice, we find them remarła· 
ble, as early as the time when the promiſe 


of their-country: was made to Abraham. f 
This being the caſe, how can we complain 
beheld 3 — abomi- . 
— toe: ſuch a 1 


i God, after having 


reformation. | 


and thus, not only put an end to their 


| 2 — but alſo make 
dere vgs. aer 


2 EE imitative vt! 
weir e 19 . 4 775 


tations in it, 26A ſe that were FAT: _ mother 
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© Gen. n e Par" Se Se ar 
Anarites is not yet full. 
| "Y ** xvül. 24—25- 28. 


— amjriboakice levgrh | 
puniſh them: with a moſt awful ſeverity: 
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defiled which I caſt out before you. And 
the land is deſiled: therefore Ido riſit the 
iniquity thereof upon it, and tlie land it- 
ſelf vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ve 
ſhall- therefore \keep.my ſtatutes and my 
judgements, and ſtrall not commit-any- of 
eſe abominations; that 3 ber 
not. Jom out alf) when yeidefite it, as 
ſpewed out che nations that were before 
; you?? 9 4 ln 1180 1. Wi ien 
Noz if conſidered in this Agb; . 
extirpation of thoſe nation muſt appear 
tobe 79 ret mar 43 alt ——— 
ts — — in this mater as no 
more than the inſtruments of the divine 
vengrante. And why might not Jehovah, | 
the 'beſtower, and therefore the fovereign | 
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Have (revered, without daring to blame, 
ſuchꝭi a tremendous . diſplay of his juſtice 
and power: where then, I fain would 
: afle;-& the material difference 7 In either 
cafe, his conduct is equally: juſtifiable. 
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they mi ht have 0 favor, ; that he 
might eſtroy them, as t = the EviT 
manded Moſes" And: . | 
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deen ſaved, inſtead of? bent 1 
 cotififtent with 'the deine a | 
_ cetning* their EXC 
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223 he e commanded nel 
. 4 1 Ty OO -e it 


be 22 


5 . 6. 


25 
- FE. 


5 io A. league with“ us.“ 7 
ie, e ee, ite 0 


a26Mit them te à league of equ aal zicht erf 
Finne 32 ane independent ſtate 


ol TESTAMENT. 245 


This is manifeſt from the manner in which 
they behaved to the Gibeonites, when 
they found that they were of the ſeven 
nations; for. otherwiſe, no oath could 
have been binding on the Iſraelites, (much 
Tels one obtained by fraud) to oblige them 
to violate the command of God, in ſuffer- 
ing thoſe to live that he had doomed to 
die. This may alſo be farther proved from 
_s lenity ſhewn'to the inhabitants of Ge- 
. "206 Rahab,F- and to the family in 

\ Bethel 4 from all which, it is demonſtra-- 
dle, that if the Canaanites had repented, 
and ſubmitted torevounee; all Wehr idol 
Worth p, and become tributary;! they wauld 
not have been cut ff. But More abomi- 
habe and atrocious wickedneſy Was the 
Why and ſoleraule of their exciſiou: and 
c Kok 1 he: e of: your opjec· 
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DEW 0. WpconneRl ed your concluſion 1s 
il 2 Temiſes, as the learneg Pihoß 
Landaft has cl early pointed. out: the 
5 85 of Four 19 8 by, ſhewing 
at a, baok may be  nqrgmans, and yet 


not be w xithout authority TT Sie 


do not ! to cqntend Sith you'concern. 


ing Toth s Writing the book that bears 
his name, becauſe am convinced he did 
nat Write it; for it is no Where faid that 


he wroterit, as is: teſtified of, Moſes (as 


a above mentioned, page 121—122): but 
euly axles Jolbus ** delivered his or: 


d. that. at 4s. 35055 mous. and Without 
Aae Ia not end my” time to. 
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tation, it ſays“, And Joſhua wrote 
theſe words in the book of the law of 


God, and teek a great ſtone, 8c, If 
then, „de had written the wh book, it 


fore; am of piston, with th learned 


Abarbanal (Sce his preface to Joſhua), 


chat the prophet Samuel wrote the books 


ef - Joſhua (except the part which Joſhua, 
wrote himſelf), Judges, Ruth, and a 
of the book that bears his name; 


part 5 
and which was finiſhed by Nathan the 
prophet; and Gad the ſeer (as mentioned 


1 Chron, Kriz. 29.); but all this does not 
deduct from their authenticity, or invali- 


date their authority in the leaſt: as even 
on this ſeheme they were written by the- 


prophets; and are very properly called 
the wordt of. God, from the words: above 
quoted; where - what Joſhua wrote, is 
ſaid to be written in the law of God: and 
alſo beeauſe they direct us to the true 
worſhip” of God, by clearly pointing out 
8 1 us the merciful dealings of God to- 
W and which is the e . 
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and 333 for which they were "> 


ed ; for the principal end of the book of 
Joſhva,is to teſtify that all promiſes which 


God made to our anceſtors: Abraham,, 


Iſaac and Jacob, as recorded in the law of 
God, by the hands of, Moſes, concerning 
the conqueſt and poſſeſſion of the land, 


3 Vero. all fully aceompliſhed and of which. 
« himſelf bare witneſs in his public 


Joi 

— — ore to Iſracl, in his old age, 
And behold, this day Lam going the way 
of all: the earth 2 and ye know in all your 
hearts, and in all your ſouls, that not. one 
ching hath Failed of all the good th 
which the Lord your God ip 


inge you; all are come to paſs unte yu, 
and not one thing hath failed roof the 


Aud which was a: manifeſt; f 
that. he- had predicted. Was, ful 


|  pliſhed-+ And which muſt un dy 
haya made! A great. impre on their 


minds, by convineing them of the. omni- 
patent power of divine previdence ; and. 


| "Oe indues: them. gs een, to! the. | 
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worſhip. of the true God; and to which 
thedadmonition of Joſhua alſo greatly ten- 
2 ; by placing before them the dreadful 

nente of di ſobedience, Therefore 
dal coine-to pals, that as all the good. 
_ things are come upon you, which: the Eord: 
pour. God promiſed you; , hall. the 
Lond bring-on you all the eil things, 
| .you-fromalf this 
| nocd Land hich the Lord your God hatk 
Dou 1 nd the good oils: of 


| rok — raiſed under ahi 
A en:of Reuben and Gad, c. wherein 
ile beun bop tenseious they were: of 
atheving 4% God's Worſhip; and how: 
fearfubot having any thing among them, 
_ that apptaie ry; und ſecond- 
IN, by: what is recorded of them in the 
ziſt vorſe oſſibe laſt chapter of the boox 
5 Joſhua; und Iſrael ſer ved the Lord 
alk he days of Joſhua, and all the days 
ofs tho elders that outlived; Joſhua and 
which had known all the works of the 
Ford, that he had done for Iſrael ? 
This leads me to take notice of what 
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uiiformly göeg down, and; twice f 
down where he uniforinly:riſes: K by Which 

may perceive, that the gptiR ; 
. a con fuſed: tradition concerning the 
two nuracles reſpetting e om 
edi ferpiines e e 
Nou ſays 4 as {a »poc gar, the 
whole is well eneugh 11. no 
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that all Iſracl-might;receive.ins 
ſtruckion from it, and: be deterred m 


falling into the · lie, idolatry, : and no 
A dit was to this in- a great = 


t they ſhe ed their dread . and deteſtar | 


8 jon. gf. it, in the affair of. the Reubenites, 


 lak,jathergreat, 
by Maſes, to, convinęe and;puni 
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it-is. e Lor us ta plainz 
do I chigk it at all neceſſary] it is fl 
28, We have 
for was wort! 


wefindehat, wh e Prophet 
in his? Pra; 0 
We all the miracles 


which God Pt rformed tor, inal whey de 


een , 


ce, building the altar z, as above; menti- 
oned.; (page 150), Hence it is manifeſt, 
that this miracle is ta be conſidered, as a 
chain of Miracles, began 
ih the na- 
Fendt well as to wean the Hraelites 
that-idoſatry, to wigh they, wetedd 
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on hig, denotes that the lower ſtreams 

ob ber, Whoſe banks were then Over: 
fowed,?, , paſſed away towards the Red 
Sea, will 
heap. 2. 
in their habitation, | 
anz the arrows And glittering ſpear, dey 
note he inſtruments: of deſtrud 
God employed; the great ail ſts 


is of 
and -which ,may Be metaphorigally c 110 | 


Keg Fra and ſpear ; An⁴Y by whole ! 
che caeſtes allt; thus did 


| wrath and indigtiation;,. Py : he 


great and abominable, W icked nels of, the 


Cahaänites, march throug the land, and 


cruſhed; them, as: Corn 18 by the dra ih 
and which: was, When hie went forth 


bor hg Hlvation of, his People. | Thos 
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When it is conſidered;' that the ſubj ect of 
the prophet” s prayer was for the Recke er- 
vation of the na on in this captivity, 


Which God informed him of u; pwards of 


fix hundred yetrs before 130 . place. 
There is alſo another proof of the re- 
alityef this miracle ;; which td appeal 
that che author of the bock - Joſhua 
wakes 40 the book of 835 ALA teſti- 
P of the fact which he Was then re- 
cordins, 5. Is not this written in the book 
f Jal er?” Hence it is manifeſt, that 
the hook : commonly called 7 5QC 
 Jaſhex, eavlied; anf 


K do Jou think 


„Lee eu are fürptiſed; 
5 "Iu $0 + Liwill preſeutly - explain 
A wis 40 e. Ide word in the Hebrew 


i 45 4; and . I wich, pars LN to the 
| "He e rew grammar, i8ö a noun ſub- 


. common, and not à noun ſubſtan- 


we ab as, in the latter caſe, the 
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s wel ; x4 55 
the t ine the book of Jelbas was written 
A . Fo x 7 | 


* y none other/\than, Abe 


& | na 8 


oy: be notificative, which denotes the ar- 


tiele the, could not have obtained; (See 
Lingua Sacra, Vol. Ht. p. 109. Nc.) for 
” which reaſon, it ought properly to have 


been-trarfflated the righteous, not Faſher ; 
und it would be nonſenſe to fay the Ja- 


ber. The writer, therefore, when re- 
cording the miracle, according to the idi- 


om and Phraſcology of the language in 


which he was Writing, expreſſes himſelf 


thus, Is not this written in the book of 


the righteons ? i. e. in the law of the 


| rights God.” Has not this been pre- 
| URed in that righteous book? Ves, — 
certainly.” But, Perhaps vou may alk 
Where! Be patient, and I will teil you, 


When Moſes was bleffing Iſrael before : 


- kis death, he told them of the happ ineſs 


they were to enjoy in the land; and that 


they ſhoulll atehieve the conqueſt thereof 


by the eſpeciab miraculous aſſiſtanee of the 


God of Ifrael; he expreſſed imſelf in 


this manner“, 97 There is none like unto 
* God of Jelbfrin, who! ridetly _ 
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the heaven in thy help, and his excallen- 
cy/is on the ſkies. - Which is the - habita- 
tion of the eternal God, and underneath 
are the everlaſting arms: and he ſha]! 
thruſt! out the enemy before; thee, and 
hall ſay deſtroy them.“ By this ſublime 
figurative language, the propher,; foretold 


the deſtruction of their enemies in the 


land of Canaan; and which ſhould be, 
by the pov 
the heavens: who guideth all by his om- 
nipotent power: the morer of the hea- 


vens: who only is able to "ſtop the hea- 


venly luminaries in their courſe, e till the 


Feople had avenged themſelves of their 
enclnics;* /-Agreeable. to what is here 
written, “ And ſhall ſay, deſtroy hem. 


And the conſequence or this will be, that 


< Iſrael ſhall then d well in ſafety alone, 
according to the form of the Helling of. Ja- 
cob, i on a land of corn and HE, al- 


ſo his heaven ſhall drop dev... 


le then concludes, “ Happy art 000 i 


01 lag: Who is * unto eh e 


15 Joſh: K. 13. 
it Alluding.to to Ges, ri. 11. 


ver 975 him who rideth above 


pl 
hi 
h 
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ple faved* 5 the Lord, the ſhield of thy 
help, and w. 10 is the ſword: of thine ex - 
cellency! and thine enemies ſhall be found 
liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon 
weir high Places.“ In the eonqueſt of 
Catan, it may well be ſaid; that the 
Lörc was the ield of their help, and the 
{word of their excelle19; The Gibeon⸗- 
ites, a part of their enemies; were ſound 
hats to them, hy pretending that 
came from a far copntry, when they welt 
in the fand: and: the treading on their 
high r faces, denoted the deſtruction of 
the flve kings in this battle, on whoſe 
necks Joſfius commanded. bis captaitis to 
tread; as is ſaid;* e Joſhua calliad for all 
the men of Ilract, and ſaid unto the cap- 
nins of the men of war — went with 
him; Cote near, put your eet upon the 
ecke e thee Kings: for ras mall the 
8 Lord do toll Gay ene mies gai whom | 
aden been in the-firt * 
century, Alt under ſtands; it. t. 1 aal, 


"24 hs _ 13 825 e x 92 55 a 
ee Saga, wh 
— aftruaion: 2 


*, 


ing? near an h 
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give” bis tranſlation. in his own words, : 
p IDNR TINT DD . And thou 


ſha tread: on the joints of the necks of i their i | 

6 See alſo Jarchi, Abar b. Rr. r 

Thus is the reality of this tarts: not 
enly confirmed, but Ther prediction of Mo- 0 

ſes, is alſo! fully verified; and the exiſt. WW © 
ence of the law of Moſes at that time, 

| clearly proved: : as it would have been J 
madneſs in the author, to bave appealed i 
ins proof of his vetaeity, to a book that W » 
nter yet had exiſtence, or that was not p 
bell keyn is the nous As an authentic = 
"Sooke: td ah ont te * 
The end of thejacher three bo 50 5; . x 
Judges, Samuel, and Kings is alſo to in- 2 
farm aral the. particular providence Ne d 

S 0 f 

iz ade cha, well an itioſe, fette kin „ 1 0 
2 nation was 2 > Wicked 3 for- y 

4, * avithing! idolatry, e. for v y were < 
delivered into the hands Ne ber en 5 le 
bug when they ſincerely: repe. ted and 1 
of ile ſeconk temple; likewiſe. under good the pact 4 
WF in the. ſenſe hem when 6 Ju he trapſl tes it 
ns, Nn the boo Fe Ae, ie : 


un 
it 


ID ES AEN TT 10 
ty apdato.:Gods: their enemies fell bes 


forg them; and, they: enjoyed the greateſt, 
prafperity and) b lappinels that poſſibly. 
con be; as in the reigns of David and, 
Salomon, :' all which, was a manifeſt proof 


of the ſuperintendaace of divine provi- 


dense, and of, 6 the;truth, of what Moſes. . 


had told them, concerning the reward and 


puniſhment, which. they were to expyct 
aſe. of obedience or diſobedience 2 and 


which was fully accompliſhed in every. 


particular; till that, for the great wick. 
; of the pation, z "and their Kings, 


Vere deſtroyed: from; off the goodly Hand, 


AS; Joſhuagthad alſo. told them; and as ig 
recorded. in thoſe. books: and which i da 


demonſtrable proof of their author. 3 
As to the difference between the 


of Kings and Chronkeles; T-mult tell yon, | 


th at they. have been noticed by Flats 


Hebrew. commentators, and clearly Ac 


2d for by that great de dhe 
nel Abarbanal, as he has ſhewn, that 


there is nothing contradictory in the dif- 


ferent books, but that cach writer, had a 
Aerent ytpplcls, view; and We ex 
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Heros for the omiſſions i in one book, 13 
ough related in the other: : but as 

i \/ | woul? ſwell theſe letters, (which. alfeady 
_ cxcad the limits 1 firſt intended) te the 

Bulk of a large volume, 1 muſt omit en- 

_ rering in into the explanation at preſent; and 

_ reſetye it for $54 commentary on the _ | 
1 . 7 A 

| 115 ſhoüld Iden extend theſe letrers wa 

ah troubleſome to myſelf, and tireſome 

8 the reader, were 1 minutely to anſwer 
Fer "objection" you have made, and to 
reeify the numberleſs errors into which 
<> ofa ave fallen: T therefore did not in- 

| 105 have laid any. more on che ſubjeẽt 

| # thee fo pr books; but the ridicule you 
N of in a note, on the ſtory 

45 the any el appearing to Joſhua, eyes 
"the feyerelt reprehenſions; for chat bein — 

; N of facred literature yo mould 
this profanely Jeſt; with what A 
ith e derſtand, as I'ſhell.p 

* $1 ROTROG. 
7 That peifon, wes. he be; that et. 
tempts to criticiſe' on ſcripture; onght/not! 
only to have a 185 eat knowledge ef the 
Hrbrs W, but allo a rough, * 


"OLD TEST. AM ENT. 7 


ane With the idem and phraſcolkę of the 
ſuacred language, ſo different from all 
Naa or te will E fail! in ane at- 


˖ Uf bie Lenne NAG ned be a 


2 than will appear in ttie explana- 
CIP N acmh in queſtion: Beſore ] 
the explanation, it is:utceſſary 
Sees why Joſhua, who was the com- 
_ xtander in chief, as well as the ruler of 
the nation, when he faw a' man, for the | 
- rextidoevinot ſay an angel, at à diſtance; 
mould ge up to him himſels and aſk him; 
ant thou for us, o for our Adverſüvict f 8 
ms otight to habe been done by ſome of 
the tioops, who ought to have gone and 
ſeized? And brought him to Joſnua, 
and hot: Joftina Have gone to him, as jt 
= perhaps have been his intention, to 
— the tommander.in chief; it 
therefore is ſomething uncommon, that 
185 WhO was ninety: three years, old, 
ſhould thus expoſe himfelf to danger. But 
the-dolution of this is, that as the text ſays, 
« And it came to * when Joſhua was by 


— » At 
- — 8 — = —— 
- * 7 — = 7 OLI 2 4 8 | ce a 
- — . 32 —— % on $1 ROE 2 IRR * 
" . : 1 A 1 —— wget - . _ em, - 5 2 9 
, L — Fu 1 = 7 N — bo l JE 
x 8 4 + * 1 ” 24 wang mou © A , SD N P! 
3 —— . -, x » - 4 4 . — i _— b — e 
— a2 F e * 2 * *E 7 . N 9 - ma. - «M6 l FO 
SS 3 3 * — * * 2 C 3 cage 
* : : * of K . -- cr erm 2 "> Few 
3 8 8 
, , * 4 4 _ £1 
© 44a 1 * 8 


20h: ' DEFENCE OFTHE 


Jericho, 75 that 5 s, he was us deriogr 
how and. by What nieans he ſhould take 
Jericho, as it was ſo. ſtrongly fortified; 
he lift up his eyes, and looked, and be- 
hold there ſtood a man over againſt him,) 
by the word 17935 oppoſite bim, we are 
to underſtand that the man was wi/eble td 
Joſnua onhytz and, therefone, he imme. 
diatehy knew. that: it 1 angel, and - 
not a human per ſon, for Which 
he went to bim in perſon; and ſeeing bim 
with a drawn ee in his hand,” the en- 
ſign of deſtruclion, he! aſked bim, « art | 
thou far us, or for our adverfaries? Haſt 
thou thy ſword drawn to caſſiſt us, or to 
afflict us in favour of the enemy? To 
which he anſwered, Nay, but as cap- 
tuin af the hoſt af the Lord am I now 
come.“ Think not Joſhna, that you | 
are the captain of the Lord's hoſt (1:6; 
Uracl) in this buſineſs, and therefore doſt 
| ee me, Whether Fa a” e 


„ * 24 1712 ATR K g 
FS 0 0 0 eee 


7 
715 Thus Daniel No 55 45 1 oa, alone 
| NE the vifion : for the men that "were with me fav 
| dot the e 8 Dan. K. 7. See ale viii. «ot 
xX. 16. ＋ 5 $674 * +4 N N Far 2. 


4 


resrfN I 265 


Four enemies: No; it is not ſo: but 1 
am (appointed) tlie captain of the hoſt 
of the Lord; and for that reaſon am l 


poly. come. When Joflun heated ches 


he: fell on his face to the earth, and 


did obeiſance“ to lim as his fuperior“, 


and aid unto him, what faith y bod 
unto his feryant?” For as you are the 
captain, it is my duty to pay obedience-to 
Four commands. The angel then an» 
formed him of the end and pufpoſe far 
: which he came; which was torli:form him 
Jericho was not to beitaken by any 


Human means; and therefore he ſaid un- 


to him, ( Looſe thy ſhoe from off thy 
foot, for the) place N thou ſtandeſt 


$3 LO "har hs e not buſy. yourlelf” 
AR; forming, ichemes. or the taking of the 
1 city, becadſe it can onhy be talen in a 


5 ſupernaturäl mann er. iN and chus v we find 
. e 2 C2 e de 
e, Bü Erie aer adoration s you erro: 
 aeoofipiaſſerty> quaug 40) urig notange- "of the fa- 
vVred language: for the verb Tru) dendtes 1 Bow 
Adocus end mate obrifancs, Se. as well as to worſhip; 

+ warhbrourexampſes of ' whith detur in ſetiptute, ac. 
- *<ording to the manners of the eaſtern tr2ti6HK 


PIE 5 Ahoiher eaſtern term of Kovor, gegen 


met with in the Bible. TT 1 aba 
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it faid to Moſes, when he turned akide to 
fee why the buſh was not conſumed, put 


off thy ſhoes from off thy feet, for * | 


place whereon thou ſtandeſt, e. Do 
not attempt to account for "this, - on the 


3 fortit is not a natu⸗ | 
ral cauſe, but 4 f Xernatural one z“ and 


which was denoted y God's calling the 
place t holy. When, therefore, Joſhua 
heard this 'of the angel, it fays, “ And 

za did ſb. Not that he pulled his 


oe off, but that ke immediately. Aeſiſted 
kom attempting to reduce it by any firas 
* of war; and, therefore, hays 85 


\ Fx TE] Bk OI Ib | 
For che huſh wh jk wade the low 5 

graded: ſtate of the, nation. in Egypt; as was 
burning of their miſery 3 ; but its not being confum 
was to ſhe w tha their bondage „& c e ee 

or: accidental eaſe; but foley: by God's 

mefit to their anceſtor Abtaham 225 eee 2 5 


% 44 


they were, under the immediate cars of his rovi. 
denee, they could dot be deſtroyect, altho h fo. 


ſorely oppreſſed. And which haa been the caſe MINE 
the. ration to this day: as ſhewn at large iia-vol.:uik. 


of my Piſſertatſons on the Prophecies, page 7, Ae. 


The Hebreze gun. hh fare, is uſed gu - 
4 atively. to: ener contemplation, intellectual vie mi & . 
68 in Exod. xxxüi, 2 · See Maim. nag Ne. 
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1D rTESrAME Nr. a. 
. Now Jericho was ſtraitly ſnut up, none 
went out, and none came in.“ It was 
not to be taken by any human pewerg 9 
and, therefore, the word of God came 
immediately unto Joſhua, to inform Bim; 
on though it could not be reduced by 

human force, yet, 1 have given 

— — thy hand Jericho, : and the Kings 
thereof. & c. Hence the cauſe of the 

appearance of the angel is manifeſt: For! 
as Joſhua, who was juſt going to engage 
in a war with ſo many nations, and find- 
ing tlie firſt city that he was going to at- 
tack ſo ſtrongly fortiſied, he was naturally 
much taken up in thought, to find out 
the means of reducing it; as well knows _ 
ing that a miſcarriage in the. firſt onſet, 
might lead to the moſt dreadful conſe- 
quences, even the entire deſtruction f 
the whole nation; as he himſelf patheti- 
cally expreſſes it, on the failure of their 
attempt againſt Ai*; the, angel, there- 

fore, -came to inform him, that he had 
no occaſion. to employ any human farce | 
gr e of war to > reduce ] Je 


168 DEFENCE OF THE 
but only to obey the command of God 
in all things; and to aſcribe the glory of 
his conqueſts to the author of them, the 
Lord of hoſts. Thug encoufaging him 
to ttuſt ſolely in God, in the arduous bu- 
ſineſs he was then employed in; and 


Which we find; was aQually the eaſe in 
- the conqueſt of "the Jandlof Canaan. As 


to your low-wit about pulling off the ſhoe 
it no doubt 6r iginated | in your ignorance, 


as you ought to have known that this rite 


Was an indicatiomof reverence ſor the di- 
vine preſence, hen all human and world- 
ly thoughts ought to be ſet aſide : for 
_ which reaſbn, the prieſis ala 1 
5 barefooted i in the tempfle. 

The two books of Ezra and Nehemiah 
you allow to be genuine books, as being 
| ritten Te the authors whoſe name they 

vi 


bear, gl 
_ the {a from the Babyloniſh captivity, 


about four hundred and fifteen years be- 
fore the chriſtian era; but then yo ob- 


ferve, “ © Thoſe accounts are nothing to 
* nor, to any other e, unleſs it t be 


5 


N TE p. 5 


g an account: of the return of 


P 


r 


TY wy 


Q © v1 
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to the Jews, as a part of the hiſtory of 
their nation: and there is juſt as much of 
the word of God in thoſe books, as there 
is in any of the hiſtories of France, or 
Rapin's hiſtory of England.” Whatever 


| theſe books may be to you, or any other 
deiſt or infidel, they are of the higheſt 


importance to us as Jews; and not only 


0 us, but likewiſe to all who believe the 0 


Old Teſtament to be the word of God; as 


far as the full completion of prophecy i is 


a proof of the truth of revelation. The 
. Prophet Jeremiah ſaid, f For thus faith 


the Lord, ſurely when ſeventy years have 
been completed at Babylon, I will viſit 


you, and I will perform towards you my 


be a genuine book, proves the full com- 

pletion of this prophecy, ſo contrary. to 
Ml human foreſight. No in the firft 
year of Cyrus king of Perſia, that the 


word of the Lord * the ne! of * 


: * * 1 
e. 
* 4 * = — 


. 


+ 14. tow: E onad? Ki 


—_ 


good promiſe, in bringing you again to 
to this place. Now, the very firſt verſe 
of the book of Ezra, which you allow to 
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miah might be fulfilled ; the Lord ſtirred 
up the ſpirit of Cyrus,“ &c. Surely you 
cannot ſay this is nothing to us; I mean 
to you. and me; I as a true believer, you 
as. an unbeliever; becauſe it is perfectly 
deciſive in the cauſe at iſſue between us; 
for. if che bock of Ezra, which you allow 


to be a genuine book, proves chat Jere- | 


miah was a true-prophet, there j is an end 
of all. diſpute between us; ; becauſe here 
46-2 demonſtration of the truth of divine 

revelation, admitted by y ourſelf, as you 


alloy the genuineneſs of the bool that 


records the completion . of the prophecy. 
Nay, theſe books not only confirm the 
truth, of Jercmiah's- prophecy, ; but like- 


wile. Prove: the authenticity of the hooks 


af; Moſes, Joſhua, Judges, Kings, a 


Chronicles ; all which h are referred to, ho 
and Nehemiah, as containing the 


: religion, laws and hiſtory of the Jewiſh, 


nation, from Abraham to that very time, 


Of, this, it appears to me, you was, fully 
ſenſihle; and therefore wiſhed. to invali- 
date the teſtimony of thoſe books, by giv- 
* See Ezra, Chap. ix. and x. and Nebemy 
| . iüi—ix. e Ni | : 


4 


OLD CESTAMENT: _ 


; ing the authors a ſideblow: bblervd 85 
But even in matters of hiſtorical record, 
neither of thoſe Writers are to be depend 
ed upon.” As a proof f whi jeh — M 
tell us, that the total amount of the nüm- 
ber of thoſe who returned from Babylon, 
does not agree with the ſeveral par ticu- 
lars. But is it to be ſuppoſed that a man 
df Ezta's acknowledged abilities; ſhould 
not be able to give us the ſum- total of 
forty-two particular ſums? Neither is it 
uſual for impoſtörs to make ſuch *laring 
blunders, that every ſchosl boy may de- 
tect. But the truth of 'the mütter 183 as 
Farchi obferves, that © thoſe above men. 
tioned in the particulars; were of che tribe 
of Judah and Benjawin, ond the Dries; 
and the difference in the fum total, 
ma de up of thoſe' of the other tribes. Nt T 
Thus alſo it is 6xplained in Seder 
1 | „ 755 # © ts 4 
Tou em t to one well of che bock of 
Jobf, but at the ſame time e 
Prove” it a N book) by” ing, a =p. 


* Page 35. +; See Jarebiin 1 
+ b. * 5 bt 
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have. ſeen the opinion of two Hebrew 
commentators, | Aben Ezra and Spinoſa, 


upon this ſubje& ; they both ſay that the 


RS 1 _ +,- 


| book carries 4 internal evidence of be- 


ing an Hebrew book ; that the genius of 
the compoſition, and the drama of the 
piece, are not Hebrew, that it has been 


- tranſlated from another language into 


Hebrew, and that the author of the 


book Was à gentile; that the character 


repreſented under the name of ſatan 
(Which is the firſt and only time this 
is mentioned in the Bible) does not corre- 


1 ond to any Hebrew idea. But where, 


did you ſee all this ? for in the firſt 
place, Spinoſa never was admitted an He- 
brew commentator; all we know of him 


is;;that he wi ote ſeveral tracts, and after 
| different changes, at length became an 
atheiſt. As, to Aben Ez ra, he only ſays, | 


on verſe 11 of chapter ſecond. © And 


dur Rabbins of bleſſed memory ſay, that 
' Moſes wrote the book of Job: but 1 am 
inclined (to think) that is 2 tranſlated 
book; and therefore it is difficult to ex- 


plain, as are all tranflated books. But 


not à word does he ſay, of its being a 


A  gentile. book; 008 in his preface to 


e 


. 
* 
O 


way, 151905 for an advevſa 
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this book, he ſeems to acknowiedge that 


it was written by Moſes] or at Nat Toine 
other prophet ; for there he- ſays: '« And. 
of the righteous Job, the prophet. 'teſtifi. 


eth that he was ſingularly righteous in 
his generation; and that His fuerinige | 


were not for any evil he had committed, 


Kc. What you obſerve concern ſatan? | 


is borrowed from your maſter Voltaire; 


who "ſays; it is a Chaldean word, and? 
which proves you both to be ignorant r 
the Hebrew :* for ſow is inconteſtihly” 5 


an Hebrew noun, aud denotes an abel. 
fary* an accuſer : in WHich ſenſe, we. 
find it 'uſed by Moſes, Numb. Xi. 32. 
© And the angel of the Lord ſtood in the 
7 againſt” 


him.“ See alſo Kerle 325 


verſaty. The Plur. affix, occurs in Pfal. 
cix. 20. Pw The reward of mine 


adverſaries. The verb alfo occurs in the 5 


ſame "Pſalm ver. 4. 121597 nanK: wt 
For Tay love they hate ne. Alx which, 


= The Chaldea Ford for a is 
wy "wth fin, but DD 7 ſamech. * PS * . 
"$95 BIR 2 nz 


ky; alſo 
i King. v. 4. w] rer There was no ad. 
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plainly thews the fallacy of what you have 
7 advanced: 2 what: wann there is in 
| Tour afferti 
82 hag e — 40 chat the er 
4 $ itſelf; to be the production of a 
5 ind cujtivated-i in ſcience,” And was not 
aſcs, to whom this book is aſcribed, a 
2 man of: ſcience? Is it not allowed on all 
bands, that Moſes was inſtructed in all 
| the'fearning of the Egyptians, who were 
well acquainted with arts and ſciences, | 
and who had addicted themſelves to the 
ſtudy of aſtronomy f in the carlieſt ages ? 
But you ſay, The aſtronomical names, 
Pleiades, Orion and Arcturus, are Greek, 
aud not Hebrew names; and as it does 
if r ear from any thing that is to be 
in the Bible, that the Jews knew 
ay thing of aſtronomy, or that they ſtu- 
died it, they had no tranſlation for thoſe 
"4 names in their own language, but adop- 
ted the names as they found them in the 
Pbem f. Now it is manifeſt from the 
A that the Jews: Were ee 


3 0 we 38 
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with aſtronomy, and ſtudied it; See Exod. 
xi. 2. This month / be unto you 
the beginning of months: it hall be the 
, | © firſt montl of the year to you.” As their 
5 months were from theneeforward to be 
lunar months, their year of courſe” fell 
| - ſhort of the folar year, eleven days, ſome 
| few hours and minutes, and as they were 
} _ commanded to celebrate the paſſover in 
| the month Aviv,“ and which ſhould be 
in the vernal equinox ; they conſequently | 
verre obliged to make intercalations; as 
; _ otherwiſe, : the feaſt would be anticipated 
2 eleven days every year; ſo chat in the 
* ſpace of thirty three years, it would be 
5 — backward — the ſtaſons 
7 


- | of che year, as is the caſe in Turkey; it 
therefore is plain, that when Moſes ap- 
* pointed this ſort of year, they were oblig- 
d to ſtudy aſtronomy. x See what your 
3 favorite Hebrew commentator; Aben Ez- 


4 ra, ſays on the ſuhject, — xii. . & c. 
* See alſo Abarb. and 17 2 Ben * 
1 fliom, in Loe. 

= "You alert. that « nates of Mean 
on ſtellations Pleiades,” Orion, and Fr gh 


* Exod. XXlii, THe XXXIY. 11 & Deus tin i. | 4 
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are Greek names; but did you ever cons 
ſult the original? if you had, you would 
have found that the names of the conſtel- 
lations mentioned in Job, are as unlike 
the Greek names which ſtand in the com- 
mon tranſlation (the only one you are 
able to read) as poſſibly can be: for the 
word: A rcturut, is WY Off, that render- 
ed Orion is 902 * Fecſel, and that ren- 
dered Pleiades is D heema. By this, 
the commoneſt reader, and the meaneſt 
capacity may plainly ſee, how unfounded 
your objection is, and With what heſita- 
tion they ought to admit any of your 
ſtatements: The preceding piece of falſe 
eritieiſm, my be attributed to your igno- 
rance; but to what ſhall we attribute 
what follows 3 c We know nothing of 
what the ancient gentile world (as it is 
called) was- before the time of the Jews, 
whoſe practice has been to calumniate and 
blacken the er "ul all other nati« 


: Wy 5 If Kiki, 10. we meet "with OY 4 
e their confeetlatious. | And forne think that $102 | 
Leet dendtes _— See Farchi, Aben Ezra, 
| Kimchi; and Abirbenal; 1514. * 1232 wy ; 
Radix: 20S 4 2 1 22.4 N © 


ons; &c. It appears to have been their 
{the heathen) cuſtom to perſonify both 
virtue and vice, by ſtatues and images, 
as is done now-a-days, - both by ſtatuary 


and by painting; but it does not follow 


from this, that they worſtripped them any 


more than we do.“ Is not this curious 
_ apology for the heathen's idolatry, made 
with a view to blacken and lammiate 


the character of the Jews, and their ſa- 
ered books, becauſe theſe books clearly 


ſhew that they did worſhip them? See the 
different accounts given in thoſe Books of 
the abominable: worſhip of the. ancient 


Egyptians, Babylenigns, c. But 'be- 
| heve not thoſe books; read profane au- 


thors (as they are called), and you will ; 
find that the worſhip-.of images was uni- 


verſal. Did not 9 Sabians worſhip ima- 


ges? Did not the Romans worſhip the 


Gods? Did not the Grecians worſhip 


A images? 27 Did not the Epheſians worlkip 


4 1 all the idolatry of the world wands 


vided between two ſects : viz. the wor/hippers of 
images, who were called the Sabians, and the wor- 
ſhippers of fire, who were „ the . See 


'Y Naim. i in Moreh Neruchim. 
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the great goddeſs Diana? In ſhort, there 
Was not an ancient nation that was not 


Ap of idolatry, either by image wor- 


MPs or that of: the: Ks bodies, 


1 the Plalens, you gay, . that ſome 
are e moral;. others are very revengeful.— 
It! is, however, an error 
on to call them the pfalms of David; they 
are. a collection, as ſong· books are now- a. 
days.” But had you been in the leaſt 


| acquainted. With the writings of the He- 
brews," whoſe books you have attempted 


to criticiſe with ſuch aſperity, you would 
have known that they held tbat David 
did. not eompeſe the whole of Pſalms, 
AS; ſome are inſerted therein that were com- 


poſed by Adam, Melehiſedeck, Abraham, 


Meofes,:: Heaman, Fediuthun, - -Aſaph,. and 
the three ſons of Korhbt, but chey are 
called the Palms of David, becauſe he 
| compoſed the major part of them; and 


they are wonderfully inſtructive, as being 
N where full f the 


al far.” + rus * Pale 40. 1 


7, Or an impoſiti- 


5 iſcs of God, | 


4 Tisis be opinion « of all . encient Keats, 
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the remembrance of his. loving kindneſs 
to himſelf, as alfo to the nation ; befides 
moral precepts, and ſuch ſentiments as 
are adapted to make a man good and hape 
py in every ſtation of life. 
hut why did you not conſult the He. 
| brew commentator Aben Ezra on the. 
ſubject? If you had, you would have 
found that in his preface to Palms, he 
is decidedly of opinion that the Pſalms 
are not a collection of ſongs, as you fool-' 
_ iſhly aſſert ; but facred hymns; ſeveral 
of which are prophetical; (as I ſhall ſhew' 
at large in my Diſſertations: on the Pro- 
phecies, | the ſecond Volume of which i 18 
juſt publiſhed) and that they all were 
written by pn MM the inſpiration *' 
of the holy ſpirit : and that David was a 
prophet, How you, WhO are ſuch a mi- 
nute enquirer after truth, came to over- 
look this, which would have preyeuted 
Jour expoſing yourſelf to ridicyle, I know: 
not but if it was owing to ur not 


. 


„Thus allo 85 Maim. Moreh Neruchim, part 
2d. chap. xlv. See alſo lee I * D. 
ee in . 43 „„ 


Po , * 
' 


. o E * 
6 ( Y ©z by S 4 r 
F e * 5 
b j * 


10 BEER. on THE 


finding i in the writings of your infidel maf. 
ters any traces of it, I really pity you; 
becauſe. your own ignorance utterly pre- 
cludes you from reaping any advantage 
from the writings of ſuch an eminent 
commentator, (as his works have never 
been tranſlated into our venacular tongue) 
eſpecially, as you ſeem to have a great 
deference for his opinion: and which 
muſt certainly be a very-great misfortune 
to you, as it expoſes you to commit ſuch 
egregious blunders, as muſt render you 
truly contemptible. 

The Proverbs of Solomon, you eſteem 

a jeſt book, but this is nothing extraordi- 
nary; for if the Pſalms of David is eſteem- 

ed by you a ſong book, why may not 

h 2 f be a Jett 1 However, if 


He 120050 2. 5 . that © ce this | 
part“ is admonitory.z and acquaints us 
With the exalted degree of the eternal 


wiſdom, for by it, the world was called 


1 For be divides the book into four parts 3 and 

5 ishere ſpeaking of the ſirſt part. 

F As Solomon ſays, chap. iii. 19. ** The Lord | 
by wiſdom hath — the ues 2 Oc. 


—_ 
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into exiſtence from nonentity: he there- 
fore admoniſhes r to adhere to it, and to 
turn aſide from the abominable woman: 
he alſo inſtructs s, to deſtroy the fooliſh 
appetites incident to creatures formed of 


matter; and thus preſerve alive the im. 


mortal (out. This fir, is what he would* 


_ taught you ; and can, you perceive 


jeſt in all this? But ſtop, hear Solo- 
1 08 himſelf, © The fear of Jehovah, is 


the beginning of knowledge, but fools 
deſpiſe wiſdom and inſtruction.“ This, 
ſir, is no jeſt; but if contrary to all the 


ruies of right reaſon, you ſhould Rill per- 


ſiſt in aſſerting it tobe a jeſt, I ſhould not 
ſcruple to pronounce you in earne/t to be 


one of thole fools that “ deſpiſe wiſdom. 


and inſtruction. * Let us proceed, 8 
ſon, hear the inſtruction of thy Fibel 
and forſake not the law of thy wockelt 55 4 


That is, next to God; Tet me adviſe Thee,” 
my ſon, to-reverence thy parents : . ind” 


not only to hearken unto thy father when 
he inſtructs "thee in the feat o God, or 
tells thee thou haſt done athiſs ; but: allo 
to et thy mother 8 commands dea law to 
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thee. And happy would it oe been fer 
mary, had Hes atended to this admo- 
| nition ; in which I am ſure you can ſee 
no jeſt; Again, „My ſon, it ſinners en- 
tice thee, conſent thou not.” My ſon, 
walk not thou in the way with them; 
refrain thy foot from their path. For 
their feet run to evil and make haſte to 
ſhed blood, &c. Theſe are a few of the 
proverbs of Solomon, contained in the 
firſt chap ter of Solomon's 55 jeſt bock. "> 
Flapino they are rather 800 grave to 
cauſe, merriment; but they may be of 
great ſervice in making a perſon wiſe and 
virtueus, Pity you did not read this jeſt 
bhok through with becoming attention: 
if you had, it would have taught you to. 
he Be not wiſe i in thine; own eyes: "uw" 70 
bear the Lord and depart from evil.“ 
be bock of Ecelghaftes* you fay, . is 
| written as the ſolitary reſſections of a 
out det Mfpeer fuch as Solomep 


: \ 


=] 
Gf ; 7 935 . 


* 86 on was le 705 nd. (which pro ere 
17 e 4 n the Radix vi which 
126 8 Lingua Sacra} on account of the viſdom 
which was centred in him. See Aben Ee, and 


W 


| Jarchly Ex Eccle. i WY, 2: L 


———— — ies anos 
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Was, who looking back on ſcenes he can 
no longer enjoy, cries out, All rs vari 
Attend dow to the words of Aben' W, 
who after ſnie wing the difference ur 
good and bad = &c..and that every 
man finds bis een way phre in his own 


bt; obſerves, „But the Lord God of 


| ifraet ſtirred up the fpirit of Solomon his 


beloved; to explain acceptable words, and | 


to teach us the path of rectitude, Kc. 
And ifideed; the whole Work is uniform, 


(though there are many detached. fenti- 7 


ments and proverbs interſperſed) and con- 


fined to one ſubjeck; viz. the vanity of 


3 the world, which is excinplified by the 
expe F Solomon, introduced 1 Ache 

perſon inveſtigating 1 0 

difficult queſtion; examining the ar 
ments Gn Both ſides, and at Jketigth di en. 


gaging himſelf from au anxious and doubt- 
fl Faith by obſerving, Let us 


dear dt cögclagen of ine wehe matter, 
Fear G God; and keep his eomt ndment 


for this is OY” eh 'of an 1 9 
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to Solomon's ſins and debaucheries, : 
with which you wiſh to. blacken his wri- 
tings; they are ſo far from derogating 
from the purity, of his doctrine, that all is 
vanity, but the fear and love of Ged, that 
on the contrary, they ſtrongly enforce it; 
6 by teaching us the following, important 
truths. Firſt, not toflight, the, command 
of God; for as. we find_ it commanded, 
that the king. ** ſball not.multiply wives 
to himſelf, that his heart turn not away. 
: Solomon, by fighting this commandment, 
actually fell into the crime foretold as the 
conſequence, of the breach of it. Second- 
14. eee bopgh he was ſo great and wiſe 
a t Was he immediately, ſeverely. 
puni for his fins, by having. the king- - 
| Rp rom him, and given to Jerobo- 
a bp Which js a mai 8 pronk of the 
* Aenne n. of. che a8tjons of 
f 1OWEVE hig! land exalted their 
3 ſation: and which ought, to make us all 
e of offending the. moſt : 
1 955 +any degree Vhstever. B 
You by 1 75 Solomon's Songs are amorous . 
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and (fooliſh enough, but Which wrinkled 
fanaticiſm has called divine.—T hope o 
de not account Aben Ezra à wrinkled 
fanatic. Now hes decidedly againſt you,” 
tar he ſays, © This poem is an entire fa. 
cred alle gory. It commences at the tim TI 
of Abraham, and extends to the time 
the Meſfſiah: and which deſcribes * ; — 
may uſe the expreſſion) the/comugal uni- 


on of Gol" Witch tlie Jewilh Church: 
wlfich, as à pecuffar people, having bern 
lelected by Him from among all, nations; 4 


be hade f. werk) ratified His cloice By” 


a -folemiy covenant, This is the folems” Pp 
compact, ſo frequently celebrated by al- 


moſt all the fibre writers under the fame. 
image; and who have therefore compar- 
eto nation 8 committing "idolatry; tö a4 
5 worry beip 5'gniity'of advirry towards ber 
hufbänd. He alſo ſays, Far be it, . 
be from us, to imagine that the long of. 

ſongs, contains any thing amorous, Put 

is entirely  fizhrative. „hd . gu 
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ſtumble" ſiep! by ſtep, till at lalt, 1 Tear © 


yon wil fall, aud ritt lo more. Tees 8 
* 1 gn but rally my patience is Ls 
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moſt exhauſted ; I am quite weary of 
- wading through ſach : a farrago of nonſenſe, 
: ſutility, and indecent levity. 
ow muſt the. Hebraiſt ſmile, to hear 
vou with an air of importance, violently 
declaiming againſt the compilers of the 
Bible, for the placing of Solomon's ſong 
after Eccleſiaſtes, &c. as any little Je 
ſchool. boy, could have told you, that they 
are not placed thus in the Hebrew Bible. - 
There, the arrangement is as follows, 
Firſt, rp Pent; ateuch: Second, the for- 


mer, Prophels, viz. Joſhua, Judges; Sa- 
mug); and kings: Third, the latter pro- 
phets, Iaiab,. Jeremiah, Eackiel, Hoſea, | 
Joel, Amos, 278 Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, II Habaki yg | n en ee 5 
Zechariah, and E alic „ Nhe 
eee which contains, E 2 bp 
Proverbs, Job, Song of ſongs, 0 
mentations,. Feclekaites, Eſther, D Da niel, 
| Ezra, Nehemiah, and C Thronicles,. Hence, 
vo may, alle: Fare the futility of your -. 
4 = ning the term greater and 
e 9 oY * termed. by, Chriſ- * 
| 2 1 2 5 Bah, 1 1 19 0 eto: ee, 34) * 
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Als { What a; Hamentable: e is ig 


* 


tians in general, (though I ſuppoſe, they 
only mean the ſize of the books) but 
had you ever ſten an Hebrew Bible, 
you would haye known that there is! no 
ſuch thing in jt, as er and greater pro- 
phets: as they are all included in the 
term latter prophets; and are enumerated 
thus, Jaiah, Jeremiab, Ezekiel, and the 
twelve-:- becauſe they are all ineluded in 
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| one book, by the Jews. Are you not- 


ed. now of your miſplaced wit ? 


— 
18 * Wi 


norance, iii ff 


phe ok of Hark: FOR e idle, 


byngliog-ſtory,, fool told about ON 
ſtrolling co irl creeping ſlily td b 


to her conſm Bez. 2” Ts!this fair Gitieiſgl . 


Is 5 truth? Does it appear ſo from biſto- 
17 On the contrary, we find that ſue 
was no ſtrolling girl; and it is very, baſe 
in you thus to traduce her 


2 oy 


She bad been married een. years, and be. 
ing left ea widow. eben! child awd: 
Fly. bent on renouncing the idolatry all $.. 


her natiye country, ſhe accompanied her 
mother in law, back to the land of Iſrael: . 


h her- mother informed ber -of the - 
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of. God, hear hat Abe 
5 cauſe David wab the root of tke king 
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right of. redirbption- which ſhe had, ac- 


cording to the law of Iſr ael, among whom 


ſhs.was now incorporated. She therefore 


inſtructed her how to act, in order to 
break the matter to Boaz, and to claim 
his protection; for which reaſon; ſhe laid 
herſeif domn at: the foot of het aged kinſ. 
man's bed; and roſe up as innocent as 
ſhe laid down... and with an high encomi- - 


um on her virtuous* beha 
 was:afterwards married to Boaz, and ac- 


ur! She 


knowledged by allher neighbours, nay, 
by all the city, to be a ſtriftly virtuous 


Woman and it: ista be preſumed, that 
they maſt certainly avere better acquaint. 


edaithiharicharater, than you poffibly 


canes. As to its 'beihg ealled the Word 


„ Exru ſays; Br. 


dom 


of Iſracl his getiealogy was written in the” 
ſacne bucks 350701707 12013 269 - 
Vou gobfervef, If Madam Efther 
thought: auß honour to offer herſelf as 


| a kept: Miſtreſs to Aha 


its,” Kc — 


Fe where did 9 bnd thay Eicher 


bs che 10-11, K 
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— herſelf? Not in the hiſtory I am 
ſure: for according to the account there, 


„ Sdbe was taken to the king's houſe, to 


the cuſtody of Hagai, keeper of the wo- 
men“. Whence, I apprehend, it was 
as much againſt her inclination to enter 


the king's ſeraglio, as it was yours to en- 


ter the Luxembourgh. And Aben Ezra 
aſſerts, „that ſhe was ſeized by force.” 


Thus alſo Jarchi (Vide in Loc). The 


book clearly Points out the particular 
pert God in the care of his pe- 
cullar 


feaſt of Purim ( in alluſton to pur the Tot) 


by the Whole nation to this dayt, in com- | 


memoration” of the great and Smit de- 
| Iiveratice which God wrought for them, mY 
means of Eſther and Moen.” 


VO SRD RINYA eee D An e 
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r eee eee the Jews, P. 127. 
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xople: and à © manifeſt proof of 
its authenticity, Is the celebration of the 
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no perth to > tale notice 


of what vou obſcrye concerning Iſaiah, 


andthe other prophets. You ſay *,,<< Who⸗ 


ever will take the trouble of reading the 


book aſcribed to Haiah e it one of 
yd co . xy 


ent” om ballical 7 31 foll of en. 
ayagant metaph . Gabe application, 


and deſtitute of meaning; a ſchool boy 


would ſcaree] have. been excuſable. — 

fi *; 11, really know. not 

which moſt to ance, your ignor ance, or 
preſumption.  2**: Whoever will take the 


trouble, Sc. I fir; have taken that trbu- 


ble; nay, k have commented on a great 
part of i (Ste my Difſertations on the 
prophecies. vol. Iſt. 25 IId.) and am allowed 
e ſome little one! in the lan- 
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| ap in which it is written: but have not 


und it to be. ſuch ſtuff,” as you aſſert 


it is. On the contrary, I have found the 
diction pure; the ſentiments grand and 
ſublime; and the imagery ſtrong and 
beautiful. You compare, the burden 


of Babylon, the burden of Moab, &c. tö | 


the ſtory of the knight of the burning 
mountain,” Kc. But if you had read-the 
burden of Babylon with attention, and 


compared it with its preſent ſtate, 28 1 
have done, I doubt not but it would have 


Ear as 1 2 95 an eee on - Jour? 


beth 6 one pn Fas in 1 5 years 


after the delivery of this Prophecy ; that 
the Medes, who are expreſsly mentioned 


L.. Xii 17.) as the principal agents in 
overthrow; of tlie by loniſh monar- 
chy, by which tlie Jews were releaſed 
from that captivity, wete at the time of 


he i of this 3 an inconſi- 


0 
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derable people; 3 been in a ſtate of 
anarchy ever ſince the fall of the great 
Affyrian Empire, of which they formed a 
part, under Sardanapalus: and did not 
become a kingdoni under Dejoces till a- 
bout the ſeventeenth year of Hezekiah. 

The exact completion of prophecies like 
theſe, plainly thew. from whom the pro- 

phet received them from him, to whom | 
All things are known; he therefore, chal- 
lenges the falſe gods 8 come forth, and 
give evident demoriftration of their fore- 
knowledge and power, by foretelling fu- 
ture events. Let them approach, and 
tell us the chings that ſhall happen ; the 
things that ſhall firſt happen, What they 
axe, let them tell: us; and we will conſider 
them; aud we ſhall Know the event; or 
declare to us things to come hereafter, 

Tell us the things that will come to paſs. 
in latter times: then hall e Know, Mit 
ye are gods.“ In oppoſition to this, the 

true 3 of the true God, as an ei. 
dent of of e bird hat he had 


ob TESTA ENT 


fo! they are come to. paſs: and r y 
events T now declare: before they ſpring 
forth, 1 make them known unto you.“ 


This, Sir, is the teſt of prophecy; it is 


this that diſtin gniſhes the burden of Ba- 


bylon, the 9 of. Moab, &c. from 
thoſe foolifh tales that you ridiculouſly 
wiſh to compare them With. And, in 


truth, there cannot be a ſtronger « or more 


convincing proof of the truth 'of prophe- | 


cy, and the accompliſhment of future e- 


vents ſo foretold, than this poſition : Tor 
if the former prophecies were exactly ful. 
filled, it is an earneſt of tlie complerion : 


of the future events. ſo predicted. Ant 

yet, in defiance of ſuch clear evidence, 
you affert, that the laft verſe of the for- 
ty fourth, and the beginning of the for- 


ty fifth chapters. "of. Ifaiak were written. | 


at leaſt an hundred and fifty years after 
Ifaiah was dead; and are“ Aa. complim ment 
to Cyrus, who permitted the Jews to re- 


turn to Jeruſalem from the abyloniat an. 


captivity, to rebuild. Jeruſalem, and '&E | 
8 as ſtated in 1 on A a8 2 $3 progk 


; # 
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| of this, you quote theſe two verſes; but 
herein you have acted very unfairly; ; for 
vou ought to have began at verſe 24th. 
of chapter xlivth, as it is there that the 
1 commences, < Thus ſaith the 

ord, thy redeemer; even he that form- 
ed thee from the womb : I am the Lord 
who maketh all things; who ſtretched. 
out the heayens alone; 3 who ſpread the 
Wir, earth by myſelf: am He, who 
fruſtrateth the prognollics. of the impoſ- 
tors, and maketh the diviners mad; who 
reverſcth the devices of the ſages, and 
infatuateth their knowledge: who: eſta- 
Hliſheth the word of his ſervant: and ac- 


2 <omplificth, the counſel of his mAlcagers: : 


„ 


inhabited, 2 and to the, cities of FIT ye 
ſhall be built; and her deſolate. places I 
will reſtore.” . Thus he ſhews the return 
of che nation from the Babylonian capti- 
| vity, according. to bis prediction; in oppo- 
ſition to that of the prognoſticaters and 
diviners ; whoſe wiſdom and counſel. God 

© fruſtrateth, but eſtabliſheth the word of 
_ tus ſervant. In tlie next three verſes, he 
Q thews the. deſtruction .of Babylon" the 


oo” 1 


ſervants; that all might know that Jehio- 
vah alone was God, and none elſe.— 
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manner it is to be taken,” and a hr {be whom: 


Who fayeth to the deep, Be wg ot 
ed; and T will make dry thy en 7 


this figurative language, the rojthal thews 
the taking of Babylon by Cyrus, who | 


| drained off the waters of the Euphrates, 


which ran through che city of Babylon, by 


means of which, he marched his troops, by 


night. along the bed of the river into. the 
heart of the city,“ and ſurpriſed it. The 
prophet then ſhews by whom it ſhould be 
thus- conquered; and for what purpoſe: 
even for the fake of Iſrael, God's e ofen 


% Who fayeth to Cyrus, ꝛ0bo is my ſhep- 
herd? and he ſhall fulfil "lt my pleaſure: 

by ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhit be 
built; and to the temple, Thy founda- : 
tions ſhall be laid. Thus ſaith: 00 Lord 
to his anointed, to Cyrus, hom I hold 
faſt by tlie right hand: that I may ſub: 

due nations before him; and ungird the | 
bois of kings: 8 chat! I may open before 
Ws 6 „ bAPL 25962 <9] 538 1:59: «118 bre 

ede 1. 1: Cap. 178. 18 & Seq. W 
opedia. Libi-%- . 219 Too, N 
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Te the, valves ; and the gates ſhall not 
be hut. 1 will go before. thee, - and 


make the crooked places, ſtrait ; the gates 


S TY * 


85 braſs will J break in pieces t, and the 


barz lf, iron will I cut aſunder. And I 
will, give e unto thee the tr calurest of 


ve * 


4 1815 = * 5 45 


he gates of Pabylan within the city, lead. 
; from u ſtreets to the river, were providential- 
* left,” open, Ehen Cyrus's forces entered the city 


ia Ay night through the channel of the river, in 


RN nk ER er any 1 


10 rivers. p45; taken as in 4 net, and all 
And tbe gates of the palace were im- 
j opened by the king's orders, to enquire 


8 cauſe. of he tumult without, ; when the 


two. 9 5 under e and . ruſhed in, 
on fy e # nee, ang ew. the kin g. 


x 13 SET, "Go Y In the val al round 


there. àre an e gates all of braſs 3 and fo, in 
keen are the ſides and lintels. The gates 
be K 7 eee, to, 724 72 from, the feve- 
al reets kewiſe of brafs 3. as were alſo 


f $65 i T bid. 1. 180. 181. 


8 3 \Babylon when: ten by. Cyrus, 


were the wealthieſt cities in the world. Crœſus, 
egchrated beyond all the kings of that age? Foy his 
riches, bare up his treaſures to c r * 


into pounds lterling, 1 5 Sol 4o one buagred + 
and twenty ſix mi ions, two hundred and — 
| 3 thouſand r k n dd, De Þ 
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darkneſs, and the ſtores deep hidden in 
ſecret- places: that thon mayeſt know | 


that I am the Lord; He that calleth thee 


by thy name it the God of Irael.““ By 


this, God ſhewed that it was not by his 


own power chat Cyrus atchieved all his 


_ conqueſts, . but by the diu ine aſſiſtance: 


and which Cyrus himſelf acknowledged; 


Ezra i. 2. “ Thus ſaith Cyrus, "king of 
_ Perſia, the Lord Godof heaven wah Si- 
ven me all the kingdoms'of the earth; > 
c. Not as Seanachetib;” who! dais, 
"wp -the:ſtreagth of my hand have 1 


Aeg it aud by my wiſdom, for I am. pru- 
dent“; ow For which theprophet de. 
: 125 1 4 11 th. 2892 IF ech 1 1 


1 74 Tus] 28 7 1 


5 x account in F af the! Whole, Fand — | 
| e with which. Lach * e was long 
| n 


x 


A 


Which So 


Chrop. N e oy en 


account (Nat. Hist. 431. 1 ; of. 17755 wealth taken 
by Cyrus in Alia, the liver, a | 
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__ nounced, his deſtruction; and which was 
1 fully; accompliſhed. Nor yet like Nebu- 
cChadvezzar, who ſad, © I will aſcend 
_ _— abovethe heights. of the clouds; I will be 
uke che moſt; high,”* For which blaſ- 


= phemous expreffion, that dreadful ſentence 
3 contained in the following verſes was pro- 


nonnced againſt him and his poſterity: 
and. which, was likewiſe accompliſhed in 
every. particular. But Cyrus was fully 
conyinced, that he owed his victories to 
Sod, to. whom alone lie aſcribed all his 
degeſſes; more. eſpecially, as he was aſ- 
ſured, that the God of Iſrael, had called 
him by name, n near two hundred years be- 
fore his birth, that he might know that 
he was Jehovah, the God of Iſrael; and 
that he did not make him thus ſucceſsful - 
and viRtorious for bis ſake; but for the ſake 
of his choſen Iſrael, as in ver. 4. &c. 
| 1 For the lake of my. ſervant: Jacob, and 
51 Hrael, my choſen; I have even called 
e by thy name; I bave ſirnamed thee, 
bug! thow haſt not known me. I am 
00 e eee hel e 
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nb God: I haye girded thee, though 
thou haſt not known me. That they may 


know from the ribng of the ſun, and from 
the weſt, that there it none beſide me: I 
am the Lord, and none elſe; Mho form- 
eth the light, and createth darkneſs; 


10% maketh peace, and createth evil: 1. | 
Jchovah, am the author of all theſe 
things.“ We now have a full view of 
the: prophecy, the truth of which is prov- 
ed by its full completion in every partieu- 
lar; ſo contrary to the pretended ora - 


des and predictions delivered by the prog- 
noſlicators, diviners, &c.— The Prophet, 
in figurative language, ' alſo': ſh 
manner. in which Babylon was to de ta- 
ken; and that, though God had es 
Eyrus, and ed him on io victory, &c. 


in ſuch an extraordinary manner, yet it 


Was not for his merit, for he knew not; 
the Land: but the ſole end nnẽỹ purpoſe 
for Wkich: he was called, and thus exalt-: 
ed, was for the fake of the God of IT. 


races chofen people; and that he might- 
know that the Lord alone formed afl 


things; contrary ta the great principle of 
= Oe Ow which rn i 


3 7 wor a ror de re OI II 


the 
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Perſia in the time of Cyrus, and i in which | 


de probably was educated, that there are 


two ſupreme, co- eternal, and independent 


bo cauſes, always acting in oppoſition to 
each other; one they called Light, who 


as tht author of all good; the other 


x ey called Darkneſs, . the author of all 
evil; that when the. good being Light 
dad the aſcendancy, then good and hap- 
pineſs prevailed among men; and when 


Darkneſs had the ſuper ority, then evil 
and miſery abounded. In reference, 


: 8 to this abſurd opinion, held by 


the;perſon (Cyrus) to whom this prophe- 
©ijs addrefled;; God by his prophet, in 


the moſt» ſignificant terms, aſſerts his om 


nipotence. and ſupremacy: * I am the ; 
Lord, and none elſe ; © Who? formeth the 
Abt and exeateth i 3-zohbo maketh 
peace and ereateth evil: 1 Jehovah am 
the. author af all theſe things. Declar- 
ing that thoſe powers, whom the Perſians 


held 10 be the original authors of good 


and eyil-to mankind, repreſenting them by 
neſs,/-as their proper . 
bleme, were no-gther than creatures 

Ced, s inſtruments which he employs 


— 
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in his government of the world, ordained, 
Eg permitted by him, in order to execute 
his wiſe and juſt deerees; and that there 
is no power, either good or evil, indepen- 
- dent of the one ſupreme God, infinite-in 
power and in goodneſs. Now, is ĩt poſſi- 
ble to conceive, that a captive qew, in. 
tending to compliment Cyrus, the greateſt 
- Prince ia the world, ſhould be fo ſtupid, 
{o-deyoid of all reaſon! and common ſenſe, 
as to tell him, that the victories he had 
atehieved, and the conqueſts he had ob- 
tained, were not the effect of his wiſdom, 
prudence and valor; but were beſtowed 
on him by the God of Iſrael: a God 
hom he d not know: and that they | 
were not beſtowed on him for his merit; 
' becauſe he did not warſhip God, as he 
did not know him; but og the fake: of 
God*s choſen: people; "that they, through 
his means, might be releaſed fromꝰ the 
_ captivity theF: were held/in by the Baby- 
lonians; ſo that he Was nothing more 
than a mere inſtrument in the hand of 
that God which he knew not; and h 
alſo told him, that the Gods he worſhi 
_p6d* were . n Jl creature | 
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and thathis. religion was all a lie. This, 
5 2 confeſs, was a: pretty Way indeed 
liment: a great prince, ſuch as 
| Oyras; z but that it Would procure from 
himithe deliverance of the captives, as a 
thankful acknowledgement that he owed 
all his power and greatneſs to God's infi- 
nite goodneſs und power, is altogether in- 
credible: and whoever maintains ſuch an 
abſurdity; ene either a weak: head! or 1 
5 bad heart. 1 648 
Jens de hät you! fay (p. 45. 5 & « the 
died craft of ſcripture-makers, in mak- 
_ ingeevery part of this romantic book of 
ſchoot boy's eloquenee, bend to the mon- 
ſtrbus idea of a fon of God begotten by a 
ghkoſt on the body of à virgin, &c. 1 
bave nothing to ſay, as it does not con- 
cebrn me in the defence of Iſaiab: becauſe, | 
1 fully convinced, that the prophet il 
never intended. any ſuch thing; as have 
ſhewii at large, in my Letters to Dr. Coo- 
Perz ig anſwer to his, One great, argument 
Tor che truth of Chriſtianity from aà ſingle 
fophec) EY Ne __ V2 0 e to 
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prove from this paſſage, that nn | 
«a lying prophet and an impoſtar,!? 1: 
ſhall briefly ſtate the true intent and 
meaning of! the prophecy ;. and ſhew that 

what he had. predicted, was fully Fennel: - 
in every particular. 
It mult be obſerved, chat 65 thn 
confederacy. of the two kings againſt the 

 - houſe of | David, they each had warred 
ſeparately. againſt Judab z ; when Rezin 
firſt carried away, a. great multitude of 
them captive to Damaſcus; and after- 
wards the king of Iſrael alſo, {mote an 
hundred twenty thouland. of them in one 
day: and carried away two hundred thou- 
5 = them x captire 5 1055 1 they: 
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| them to eat And 77 * and anointed i 
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che city af the palm. trees, to their bre · 


threny2* Chron. xxviii. 1 5. But now that 
they formed a league together; not for the 


— making captives, or taking of | 
| e eities; but with an intent of making 


an entire conqueſt of the kingdom of Ju. 
fab, deſtroy the houſe | of David, and 
Jace another family on the throne ; ; it 
ays, they ** went up towards Jeruſalem, 
to war againſt it,” For though when 
— he came up ſeparately: againſt Judah, 
God ſuffered them as the inſtruments of 
. vengeance, for their manifold ſing, to 
prevail againſt them: yet, when that un- 
natural confederacy of rae!” with the 


uncircumciſed was ormed; and they plan- 


ned —＋ total Aeſtrudtion off the royal 
Houſe of David, God would by no means 
ſuffer it: they conſequently could not 


prevail againſt it. And, becauſe the houſe 
| of Drais Was ſo greatly moved at this 


formidable confederacy; (but which was 
not the caſe,” When they came up ſepa» 
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rately, and therefore is not mentioned in | 
Chronicles) God commanded Iſaiah te go il | 
Forth; and encourage Abaz,by telling him it 
thitithis ſcheme, 8 ſhall not ſtand, neither i 14 


{hall it come to pas“ Andas a proof e of - 
this, the prophet gave him the following if 
ſign. . Behold the young woman hath | 
ceoonceived,“ and bearéth la ſon, and ſhall 
call his name Immanuel. Butter and lo- 
ney ſhall he eat, at his knowingt ta re- 
fule' the evil and chuſe the good, For 
before the child ſhall know to refuſe the 
evil and chooſe the good, the land hall 
be: forſaken;* which thou abhorreſt be 
\ cauſ&0f: botly its Kings.“ This Was fully 
necompliſhed, - When the King of Affyria 
flew 3 r Hoſeiithe 4 ſon of Flak 


— 


1 * a 
— — * —— 6ꝙ— — ey oondese — — 
— —p — at 
a - 15 e 
* 2 _ — * _—— 2 7 


— 


Er Pune, * be Was this prophe 
nl of l ad 
| * : "by J * 5 8 bas ORE} 13 2 2 < 
79 5 N B 
% — # 2 1 FE IA . 51. 


b. "a7 10 the . Gig: Is wha, 
F ER + At Bis knowing, tc. The circumſtance..c of 
e child's eating batter. and honey, Was to 
L tate of plenty; and which was to ariſe from their 
deliverance; that was to take place before the child 
ſhould know to refuſe the evil, and chooſeittie good, 
- at which time he was to cat it; and which was ag. 
8 my the caſe, as.T rad * 234 above. 
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fully veriſied in every particular: for the 
1 declared by the command of God 
that the above mentioned purpoſe: of the 
two kings, . ſhall not ſtand, neither 
ſhall. Home. to. paſs. | 1 now alk you, 
Did, it ſtand ?. Did it come to paſs ? Did 
they dethrone and. deſtroy. the royal houſe 
of. Payid? Was the ſon of, Tabeal ever 
made king of Judah? No. On the con- 
traxy, the: two.. confederate kings were 
both cut. off, be fore the child that was to 
be born, knew to refuſe the evil, ang 
chaoſc he good, exactly as the prophet 
bad predicted. Hence it is manifeſt, that 
he kings mat 225 failed in thein attempt, 
but, were themſelves cut off; While Ahas 
_ continued; to xeign over Judah, and was 
eactably. ſucgeeded by his ſon Hezekiah. 
Pray, Sir, who is now the lying prophet 
and impoſtar ? I will not tay you have 
told a lieg but vou have ſaid the thing 
ky not true: ey peers, think 
E W words the prgphet, pech - 
n 55 REF? to yo % Wo unto them 
callievil good, and good evil; who 
put darkneſs for light,” and light for 
Aer b 155 bitter for Ps, 
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ſweet for bitter. Wo unto/ them 'who 
are wile in their own! es, nt ane 


I. 


in their own conceit*®.? 


You charge Jeremiah with 0 guarding 


| bist p rognoſtications in ſuch à crafty man- 


Her, * to leave himfelf a door to eſcape 


by,“ becauſe he had faid, that thou 1 
| God ſhould'denounce the deſtrustion « of a 

nation for its wickedneſs; yet, if that las 
tion ſhould repent, and" return from its 
_ evil, the Lord would: repent of the evil 
that he: thought th do unto⸗ them; and 
vice verſa. This you call an abfürd ſub- 


/ tetfupe,t= Deontſiſtent with nothing but the 


ſtäpidity of the Bible! But in my hum- 
ig opinionz it is highly Iulkincheeg for 
unſler the type of the Potter's: falhioning 
the veſlel as he pleaſes, is ſhewn, God's 


abſolute authority Over all nations and. 


e to regulate and alter their con- 
dition at his own Uiſcretion; and that he 
. rewards asd puniſhes them: according to 
_ their deſert. * It: mult, therefore be:confi-! 
dered as a Warning to all nations, to be 


careful not to commit evil in 0 Light of 
© N CS 
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the Alpigbty ; and Uke wiſe as an encou- 


ragtment tothoſe Oe e ſinned, to avail 
s merey, to repent and 


themſelves of Go 
turn from their evil Ny; as was actually 


the caſe of the Ninevites: and as is plain 
from the whole tenor of the hiſtor q of 
the Hebrews. * < 1 4 55 2 11 21. was 17455 1 N n ro 


You nent bring forward: an « ect 
l vou have; berrowed from Spino: 
and others, eonterning the Idiſordered 


2 of oe. = {DURA does not aff: * 


their proper Re Ne 7 ay nig 
hayg ben? Ae 8 0 2 ut 9 
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days of Jeboialum, and yet ĩs placed after 


ſeveral that: NL lead in the days of 


Zidekiah : hut the reaſon of this, appears | 
to be as follows. When Jeremiah had 


Written the preceding prophecy, coucern: 


ing their not ſuffering the bond: men an! 


bond -· women to go free decorditg to the 
law:of Moſes, and for which he denoun- 
ced a ſevere ſentencr againſt” them; he 


| thought proper to place immediately after 


it, the prophecy concerning the Recha- 
bites, who ſtrictly obeyed their father's 


kw they refuſed it; Alledgiug the ex- 
preſs: prohibition of their father. By 


he words of the phet; ver: . 3, 14. 


. lh ſaithith 2 Lors of hoſts, the 


God of Ifrael ; go. and ay .unto the men of 


* kf r To 3˙ Levit, xx. e : 
: 129000 2+ Mb. _ 


9944 


injunction: and chen he niade trial — 
their ohedience, and offered them wine to a 


which, the p rophet had 2 an op ortunity 8 
placing the en of W J to the 
divine command, in a much ſtronger point: 
of view:; by conträſting it with So obe? 
dience that the Rechabites paid to their 
father's command ; 20d. as is plain from 
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; Judah, and the. inhabitants of Jeruſiderd, 
Will Ye not receive inſtruction to hearken 
to my words ? faith the Lord: The 
words of Jonadab the ſon of Rechab, 
Which he gave in charge to his ſons, mot 
to drink wine; bare been punctually pe 
formed, &c. But ye have eee 
unto me, Kc. Ihen follows the ſevere 
ſentence which God had pronounced a- 
galüſt hem for their diſobedienct, con- 
traſted with tlie reward he promiſed to 
beſtow on ' the [Rechabites for their obedi- 
ence.: In: this manner, all the 


___ might probiblyibe accounted fordl; 461: 
* Tou alfo charger (p. Feber prophet, 
br the book, it is all the ſame, with contra; 
175 dition; becauſt two: :different::accounts. 
du given of his impriſonment a but if you 
had attended tomhę different acebunts wich. 
* wi rk 8 in oder ib come at truth, 


ee 0. 


Kan be morbe Obviousſithian that! he was 
"Th | ed sel krſt, in the houſe. of 


be ü Abärbzuab le of ths bebt chat 
| be was impriſoned ſeveraPtifes; the firlt of v hich 


i 


' Gfarder in then arrangement: of. the book; | 
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1 Nonachan the!ſcrjbe; as mentioned chap | 
AXxxvii. 5. and From which. he :was:hbed, 
rated: by - Zedetiab; to the court of the 
priſon, and had by his onder a- ſtated: al. 
lowance of bread, until al the bread in 
the city was ſpeht: and for babing pub - 
licly predicted the deſtruction of; jeruſay 
lem, he was à ſetond time impriſoned in 
1 the. dungeon of Malchijah the king's ſong 
wlience he was ffred by the interceſhon 
&f Ebed. melech; as mentioned chap. 38. 
Phe different names in the twenty-firſt 
4 aud thirtyteigheh chapters,” ; plain ſhew | 
| thapthey were different events; the one; 
giving an account of hole that were ſent 
with the meſſage from Zetlekiah; the o- 
_ ther; of thoſe that heard him declare to 
the people the deſtruction of Jeruſalem : 
and fo far from the conference breaking 
2 e the tenth iverfe of the 
| nty-firſt chapterprhatit is continuedito 
ar of the chapter: for- from verſe 
| the third to ens ſevcurd, Ke. anſwers the 
ogy :Þ ESOIDES115< £77 by err 37s 2 
in the 0 Kim; this he les 
2 1 75 be d i ke hes low and 


which the learned reader may ſee in 320 comment on 
the derne ret ot SHUI Ca 82.73% 
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Lingp from verſe the eiglith to the tenth, 


hel Apcaks to the- people; and from verſe 


the cleventh to the end, to the houſe of 
the ikingiof Judah. * 157 * 
i Youtobſerve.(p. 51)“ But 5 — 5 
iu the laſt chapter le 103 +; :ſhll more 
g; becauſe it contains n account 


aof the deſtruction ot Jeruſalem, which 


had been already mentioned but this 
odjection is fo futile, that L. ſhould not 
have taken notice offit, ere it not to ex- 
poſe its abſurdity; and to let your admir- 
ers ſet fiat a profound critic yaul are: in 
ſacred literature; fon it is aniverfally: al 


Matias ee ne 


after Jeremiah's tine, probably by; Ezra 
and the men of the great ſynagogue, ho 


rexiſed the ſacred: writings, and collected 
| N one hody;: as is: plain from the 


That far (are) the wordt of Fere- 
a Andwhich Was, to diſtinguiſſ the 


Pteceding prophecies; 
ich i | 


as it is recorded in the ſecond book of 
eee xriv. 18.20 


2 of Frede 1 ? 


YN wha tdollows: 2 
the ſame word for word, 
nd ch. v. 
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together wich ſome few. additions. And 

the reaſon of its being placed here, was 

to ew, the: complete and exact acαο 

pliſhment of ow prediQions of Jeremiah 

concerning the Jewiſh nation tl and the 
trath of ho divine word of prophecy.” © 


'T'now:-procecth to take notice of 4 _— 
ets greater importance; namely, youn 


charge againſt Jeremiah for his duplieiey. 
That: we may have a clear view of the 
force of your objectionʒ it ĩs neceſſary to 
obſerve that ſeremiah, on account of hiv 
having publicly predicted the deſtruction 
of 3 had been caſt by the prin- 
0 dah; who ſought his life, into 

a my dungeon, as above ſnewu; and 
where he certainly would have: periſhed; 
had not Ebed-inelech taken compaſſion 
on him, and ſpoken to the ling in his fa- 
vour, ſay ing # My ord, the-kingy theſe 
men have done evil in all hat” they 
hade t Jane 10 | * r ras i, 
they have Jeavuſed'"t6! be-throwis mts the 
dungeon: and AE like to Ale —— un- 


ger in the place 


reprefentation, ihe ki ug dat >ramiils 
to be taken out of the dungeon; ad, 


A 
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ſhortly after, ſent fot him privately (See 
verſe 14.), und deſired him to! conceal 
nothing from him; at the fame time 
biadivg: himſelf by an oath; that, whats- 


ever the nature of his prophecy might be, 


he would not put him to death, nor de- 
liver him into che hands of thoſe men (the 
princes) that ſought his life. Jeremiah 
then {hewed him God's purpoſe reſpect- 
ing the. fate of Jeruſalem. When the 
conference was ended, the king; mindful 
of his oath to preſerve the life -of the 
prophet, diſmiſſed him, ſa Lug; Let no 
man know of — thou ſhalt 
not die. But if the princes Heat that I 


have talked wick thee, and they come un- 
to thee, and ſay unto thee; Declare unto 


us now. what thou haſt ſaid unto the king, 


hide it not from us, and we will not put 
thee to death; alſo what the king ſaid 


unto thee⸗ then file ou fay unto them, 
Epreſented+my. {application before the 
kings that 


 Then-(eame all the princes to Jeremiah, 


and aſbed him; and he told them accord - 


ug to all Male words chat the king had 


* 


e would not cauſe me to re- 
turn to Jonathan”: 's' houſe to die there. 


.DLD TESTAMENT, — pM 
commanded.” ' On this, you obſerve 
(p. 52) “* Thus, this man of God, as 


he is called, could tell a lie, or very 
For certainly he did 


ſtrongly prevaricate, - 
not go to Zedekiah to make his ſupplica- 


tion; neither did he make it.“ But you 


certainly miſtake, ſir; it is not ſaid that 
he went to make his ſupplication, But 


that he preſented it. And as: it is men- 
tioned in the preceding chapter, that, in 


the conference with the king, de did make 
ſupplication to him, it is very probable 
that in this conference he renewed: it.; 
eſpecially as we ſind that he contigued in 
the court of the priſon: but be this as it 
may, I 'coutend, that Jeremiah did not 
gre varicatenoritell a lis on this occafion: 


heated as - eyery hangt, prudent man 


would hape dane in,,his ſituation. - He 


knew thete men Were his enemies, and 
ſought his life he, therefore, was un- 
blication to tell the whole matter 
to ſuch men; he told them the truth in 
part, to ſave his lite; z and that Was ſuffi-. 


der no «< 


cient. Moreover th e Ling had commang-' 
edl him chat: he ſhould ſay, and particn- 
ws e Wien, * 5 v0 man know 
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what! had — between them: he, there- 
For, as an obedient and dutiful Jubje&, 
thought it his bounden duty -to do as the 


king had commanded hinpt if he had not 


you would have accuſed Him of betraying 
the king's confidence; eſpecially as yon 
have already S a e en of 
his being a traitor, - LIABLE Ihe 


ſeridus nature, dcr. Jou 4 accuſe Jeremiah 
- of delivering; falſe; predictions. In the 
 <xxxivth; chapter you fay; (pc 53) $19 a 

prophecy of Jeremiah to Zedekiah in theſe 
words,“ ver. 2. Thus faith the Lord, 
Bchold, I will give this city into the hands 
of the Ling of Babylon, and will burn i; 


with fre: Ns thou ſhalt not eſcape out 
tof hishand but chou ſhalt rely be taken, 


aud delivered into his hand; and thine 
eyes ſhall behold the eyes of the king of 
Babylon, and he ſhall ſpeak with the 
mouth to month, and thou: ſhalt go t 

| Babylon : Vet beapithe. word of the Tord, 


Y AZeuetiab, Linx of 5 e thus ſuiih the 


Lord, thou Malt net die by the ſiburd, but 
thou ſualt die in peace ; and with the burn- 
ve. of tne young: the ue * = 


* 
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were before thee, ſo. ſhall they burn odours 
for thee;'and will lament thee, ſaying, Ah, 


tord for I have pronounced the word, 


faith the Lord," | 
Now, inſtead” of Zedekiah behold- 
ing the eyes of the king of Babylon, 
and ſpeaking with him mouth to mouth, 


and dying in peace, and with the burning 
of odours, as at the funeral of his fathers 


(as Jeremiah hath declared the Lord him- 
felf had pronounced), the reyerſe, ac- 


cording to the lj. chapter, was the caſe: 


it is there ſaid, ver. 10. That the king 
of Babylon flew the ſons of Zedekiah 
befove ſhis eyes; then he put out the eyes 


of Zedekiah, Goh: bound him in chains, 


and carried him to Babylon, and put him. 


in priſon till the day of his death.” — 
{+ What then can we ſay of theſe pro- 


Phets, but that they are impoſtors and 
Bars ? I can ſay, that there is not a 
word of truth; in all-that you have advan- 
prophecy was fulfilled in e- 
very particular, as will be feen, by com- 


ced: for the 


paring the words" of che N with 
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THE, PROPHECY. THE HiSTORY.. - 
I vill give this Came Nebuza- 
city into the hand of radan, captain of the 
the king of Babylon, guard, into Jeruſa- 
and he ſhall burn it lem, and he burnt 
with fire... And thou the houſe of the 
ſhalt not eſcape out Lord, and the king's 
of their hauds, but houſe, and all the 
ſhalt ſurely be taken houſes of Jeruſalem, 
and delivered into aid all the houſes of 
his hand. And thine the great men burnt 
eyes ſhall behold the he with fire. But 
eyes of the king of the army of the Chal- 
Babylon, and he deans purſued after 
Malk ſpeak with thee: the king, and over- 
mouth to mouth. took Zedekiah in the 
. And thou ſhalt go plains of Jericho: 
to Babylon. Pet and all his army was 
hear the "word of the ſcattered from him. 7 
Lord, O Zedekiah, Then they took the FF -: 
1 king of - Judah. : king; andearriedhim | |, 
85 Thus faith the Lord up unte the king of 8 
of thee, Thou ſhalt Babylon to Riblah; 5 
not die by the ſword, where he gave judg- BY 
but thou ſhalt die in ment upon him. And 9 
peace: and with the the king of Baby- 
e boo Roy 1a. Jon flew the ſons F 1 4 
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thers, ſo: ſhall they Zedekiah before his 


bury thee eyes: Then he put 


5 2 out the eyes of Ze- 
nf 1 . 5 dekiah; and the king 
N bu HEY of Babylon bound 
S237 19 901110 bim in chains; an 
eee carried him to Baby- 
PR lon, and put him in 
ee Bt .» 1 till the day 
I 93 a col his death.” Ch. 
Wb 7 Hero ee li. | 8—13, 2 King. 
iter ß gee alſd 
8 r 7264 | 8 N fl Chron. xXXVi, 19. 
2 e it is ; manifeſt, that Zedekiah 
lic ſee the eyes of the king of Babylon, 


hen he, flew. the ſons of Zedekiah 
before his eyes; and; ſpake judgments * 
with him: that is, he upbraided him 
with the erfidy of his reyolt againſt him; 
as he 1 51 {worn by God to him (Sce 2 
Chron xxxvi. 385 for which he put 

out Wr eyes}, and carried him 10 Baby- 


bs . * This i is the kteral ſenſe of the Hebrew. 8 
67 The prophecy of Ezekiel concerning Zede- 
Da is very remarkable; (Chap. xii. 13.) And 
„ will brivg him to . to the lard of the 
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| lon, where he died i in peace, as the pro- 
phet had predicted. He did nat die in 
battle: neither was he pyt:to:a;wivlent:or 
ſhameful death: he died a natural death 


on his bed, though in a priſon. Thus 


we ſee how the prophecy and hiſtory a- 
gree, and ſhew the full completion of the 
prophecy. And; now, fir, what can we 
day of thoſe. who:call Jeremiah a liar and 
impoſtor, but that Fey. arc baſe calum- 
> 5 niators ; . 

....i,You alſo afſert®; that A enh joined 
himſelf afterwards. to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and went about propheſying for him a- 
gainſt the Egyptians ; Thus much for 


another o theſe ring 3 But 


where did; vou find this? Surely not in 
the narrative that we have of eſe Kran. 
actions: for there it is aid; & And the 
captain of the guards took Jeremiah, and 
| faid unto him, the, Lord thy God hath 


: Chaldeans; * \yet mall ie ide ſer ity Wong We tat 

die there.” How exactly was this ae compliſhed. 
When the king of Babylon put out his eyes, and 
then brought kim to Babylon 't 80 chat th 
Ke: ed _— 2 he did 1 not. {es 125 4 
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denòunced this calamity againſt this place 
des mull compliment to the truth of the 


Prophet's predictions). If it ſeem good 


unto thee to come with me to Babylon; 


come, and I will ſet mine eyes upon thee.“ 
But he declined accepting this kind and 


friendly offer of Nebuzaradan; and with 


_ a diſintereſtedneſs, and true patriotiſm, 


_ (which perhaps you would have admired: 


mn any other man but a prophet) he re- 
türned to his diſtrefled brethren, and 
When they were determined to go down 
to Egypt, he endeavoured to prevent 
them: telling them, according to the 
Word of the Lord, that if they went thi- 
cher, the fword, 'of which they were a- 
fraid ſhould overtake them there in the 
land of Egypt, and they fhould die there: 


becauſe they diſſembled when they ſent 


him to Enquire for them of God, * fay= 

ing; Pray for us unto the Lord our God; 
and according to all that the Lord our 
God fhalt fay, fo declare unto us, and 
we will do. But ye have not hearkened 
unto the voice of the Lord your God. 
» 9 O's e 2 ſhall acer aſfuredly ; 
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that by the, ſword, and by. famine, and 
by peſtilence ſhall ye die in the place hi- 
ther ye deſire to go-to ſojourn (Jerem. 
XIii. 20-22. ).” - But they ſtill perſiſting 
in i going to Egypt, foreed Jeremiah along 
Wit 


them. There indeed he propheſied 


againſt the, Egyptians, (as in their de- 
= anc the: 5 that were in e 


he ran accompliſhment of arſe pro. 
phecies ate . an. N 1 of 


* truth of Jeremiah's prophetic ſpirit. 
You iy (p. 54.) “In the former part 


'4 of th e Age of Reaſon, I haue ſaid that 


the word prophet was the le word: for 
= Lene ifi d. inithis o. 
nion, not only becauſe the. books call 


- prophecies are Written in poetical 1 


Be but becauſe there is no word in the = 


ible exccpt it;be Bp ord. Prophe b, that 
_ deſcribes. what. 4 en by. a 1 Res- 
1 Toppote then, fir 


* 
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2 cutalnted: with the Hebrew, and know 


that there is ho word for poet in that 
language, but 8/22 Nabe, which is al- 


ways tranſlated a prophet. Well, and 


what then is the word for poem in the 
Hebrew? It muſt certainly, be M17 Ne-. 


buab : but denn denotes a prophecy, and 


not à pom. Sheer, Sir, is the Pror 
per Word for poemin the Hebrew: whence 
is derived . Meſtoerear, a pot. It 
muſt alſo be obſcryed; that the word x. 35 


Aa prophet, ig never applied to any but 


4 ſuch as were ſent to the people to admo- 
: niſh and inſtruct them for Mn is pro- 


: pet derived. from DD V2 the fruit of 


e tips. (Iſaiah lvit, 1 


BY And, there- 
fore, Moſes, ſays in 


ut. xviii. 1 5.—7 


© The Lord thy. God will raiſe up unto 


1 you 22 2 prophet-as1 am from the midſt 
-ofi:thee. --< thy brethren, unto him ye 
mal hearken; ond ver. 18. 1 will 
raile them up N prophet. from among 
their brethren,; as thou art, and I will 
| my words in his mouth, Kc.“ 8. 


Prophet unte the nations Rare I conſtituted. | 


thee.” „Jerm. i. 58 And the Lord ſaid 


er We. N propheſy, unto in 15 


i 


* 
by 


1 a 
—— — 


* —U— ͤ'2 ñ Ä— ͤ ́ꝑ́ꝑ. ́ . — —— — 
. Gts? Fo I Lou EI" 
— . —— 
_ 


ct — —_— — 


224 


people. (Amos vi. 1. 5.0 Wheßce it? 13 


manifeſt that the word: 825 properly de- 
notes a meſſenger fent with a propheſy; a 


which is the reaſon that the Peck of 


Daniel, though it contains prophecies of 
* the utmoſt importance; many df which 
Have been ſo exactiy fulfilled ; that infidels 
have aſſerted, that the facts were prior to 


the predictions: : yet it is placed among 


the Hagiographical books, and not among 
the prophetic : as I have ſhewn' at large 


in Lingua Sacra, Radix * and where 


have alſo ſhewn the true meaning of the 
words des Roceb and nim Choezeb ; 
both of Which in Engliſh' denote à Scer; 


and applied to fuch i as ae a wiſion of God, 5 


but were not fent with any meſſage to the 
people, Kc. From all which it is plain, 
chat your criticiſm is falſe and fallacious; 
owing to your extreme ignorance of the 
ſubje&'ou pretend i to treat of; atid which 
muſt ever render you contemptiblef in the 


eyes of every diſcerning” reader. | Alas 1 


How are the mighty fallen! 
Your illiberal abuſe of ihe? prophets 


and prophecies, 15 54. 55.) the former 


ol whom yau call © poerical wukeal: co 


) 
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ming dreaming. ſtrowlin 9-gen try; . 


_ the latte yo compare to. Wen ud 


Ling, calting nativities, predicting riches, 
forturiate or umfortuate marriages, conju- 


ring for loſt goods, &c:! plainly ren 


that you either have miſtaken their office 


and character, or what is worſe, wilfully; - 


miſrepreſent them: for their office was, 
do derer: ta the nation, the commands of 


A to admoniſn them to return to their duty, 


as the prophet ſays, And I have ſeut 


unto: ou all my ſervants, the prophets, 
riſing up early and ſending, ſaying, Re- 
- turd I pray you, every one from His evil 
way, and amend your Hoings, “ Kc. (Jex. 
EV. 1 f. beſides ſeveral other paſſages in 
. tht fame prophet bf the like import.) In 
the! execution! of this duty, they were 


frequently perſeculed; and which, theſt 
Holy men had foreſeen and. expected a8 

the reward of their labours; and there- 
tore; we generally ſee them take this pain | 
ful and weighty” office on them very re- 


uctautly, and at laſt accept it merely in 


obedience to the repeated orders of hea- 


ven. Sh AS: e had acc 


EO 5 - 


= - 


xd, His promiſes/and threatenings3 and 
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It, and the burden of the word was laid 
on them, they. boldly iſſued forth: before 
kings and vieenle'; % upbraiding them for 


dhe deckte and their crimes; and then, 
neither exile; nor chains, nor dunggons, 5 
could ſilence their noble indignation : but 
they ſuſtained | all with. the utmoſt forth 


tude. L 7 3 
Ton next charge'the: prijpbets; 1 * 
fog party. men; and obſerve (p- 55.7 


This party propheſying ſhewed itſelf 


immediately on the ſeparation of the firſt 
two rival kings, Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 
The prophet that curſed; or-propheſicd 
_againſt the altar that Jeroboam had built 
in Bethel, was of the party of Judah, 
here Rehoboam was Eing; and he was 
way Haid on his return home by a pro het 
=: the party of Iſrael, who ſaid unto him, 


2 King chap. xi.) Ari thou the man if 8 
Ceed that came from Judah; and he faid 


Jam.“ Then the prophet of the party 
of 0 ſaid to him, am a prophet alſo 
4 thou art, (ſignifying of Judah FS ub an 

angel! ſpake' unto me by the word of the 
E ſaying, Bring biin back > with thee 


unte thine hot, fed that he may eat bread and 


4 7 | 1 f 
i 425: © > oth ab 


orb TESTAMENT; 27 
Vrin water: br, ſays the 18th wantes og 
| fied nta hn, i065 9005; 

„The event, ee 1 to = 
| Rory, ie, that the prophet of Judah ne: 


ver got back to Judah; for he was found 
dead on the road, by the contrivance of 
the prophet of Iſrael, who no doubt was 
called a true prophet by his own party, 


and the prophet of Judah a lying pro- 


phet. This charge is a moſt abomina- 
1 falſehood, 


ming was from God, a party prophet ? 
And if the prophet that. came from Ju- 


dah was a party prophet, and not A true 


Prophet | of God, how could: he ſo exactly 
2 what Joſiah, was to do on the altar 
upwards of, three hundred and fifty years 
ter? And how came king Jeroboam's 


band, which he ſtretched out to lay hold 


of theiman of God, to be .inſtantly dried 
up, and the altar rent, according to what 


he had predicted? Theſe things you have 


| thought proper not to mention, (an evi: 


= ever: of yaur c rg 0 * 


2 


and plainly. ſhews your 
depravity of heart. Was Shemaiah who + 
admonifhed Rehoboam to deſiſt from go» - 
ing to war with Jeroboam, becauſe the 
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the prophet of Judah was: killed: by tle 
contrivance of the prophet 'of:Ifrach?” 
you-think then, that the prophet! of the 


bDeaſts, and kept lions to deſtroy the pro- 
_ . phetsof the party of Judah? Todecd;.he 
muſt-have: been an admirable fellow, that 


could train his lions in ſuch. a manner, as 
| hat they ſhould Jay the man and: not ili 


#he beaſt,, nor. devour: the cartaſs of the 
prophet (ver. 28.) Toi: be ſerious, 
not the death of the prophet, + augicihe 


Aren behaviour of the lion, teach 


uz, that the prophet was ſlain by the ex- 


| pr diess eee God, as ãt Was foretold? 


But that e eontradicts bur al. 
ſertion is, the prophet of Hrael's fair, 
open, aud candid: zacknowledgment, that 
the prophet of Judah (ag you call him, 


though without the leaſt ſhadow of truth, 


As Lihall Mew in my comment on ſcrip- 


ti re) was: a true prophet of God, nota | 


lying prophet, as you Haſely and: falſely 


Alert. Hear his charge to bis dons, and 
take ſhame to yaur{clf, for having thus 


vilified the true lervants of God. When 
4 am ee then: bury in e 


7 


party” all. Irael, was à maſter of, wild 
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| wherein the man of God is buried; lay 


my bones beſide his bones. For the ſay- 


ing which he cried by the word of the 
Lord againſt the altar in Bethel, and n- 


gainſt all the houſes of the high places, 
which are in the cities of Samaria, ſhall 


ſurely come to pals.” Compare this with: - 


2 King. chap. xxiii. 16—19. and you will 
be convinced, how. exactly this N 
was fulfilled in every particular. 

Jehoſhaphat king of Judah, Jebel 


king of Iſrael, and the king of Edom, 


being engaged in a war againſt the king 


of Moab, you o obſerve ( P. 56.), * the 


Rory ſays, they were ink 25 diſtreſs for 
water, upon which: Jehoſhaphat faid, * Ir 
there not a prophet of the Lord, that Ge 

map enquire of - the: Lord by , Zim?“ The 
| tory then ſays, that theſe” three: kings 

went down to Eliſha (an high honour in- 
deed for one of your conjurors),. and 


When Eliſha (who as I faid, wWas a Judah- 
| Propr et) ſaw. the. king of Iſracl, he 


mite 
ſaid unto him, What have T to db chi 


thee, get thee to the prophets of thy father, 2 
aud 10 the prophets of thy mother, 17 the 4g 


a of beſts Hiveth, before whom I fland, 


* +4 


MW, were it not that I regard the pre- | 
FO of Tr: "ah of e 4 would e 


7 
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= q a —— =, hs — — 
. — — . i 
©; * 


23 ' DEFENCE OF. THE | 


not look towards thee, nor. te dbee. Here 


is all the venom and vulgarity of à party 
prophet.” And here ſir, is 2ll'the venom 
and vulgarity of an ignorant, impertinent, 
Profane ſcoffer. What! Eliſha ank. 
mite Ke pr PF Ha! ! hat My | good friend, 
A þ Was Abelmabolab, he Like: plate g 
_ of Eliſha, (1 Kings xix. 16. Jin the king- 
dom of Jaan ? Was Samaria, where the 
Prophet generally reſided, (2 King. v. iii. 
Vi. 3a. ce) in the Thaw of Fa 2 
Was Eliſha à Judahmite: party prophet, 
when he diſcovered to the king of Iracl 
the ſecret counſels of the king of Syria 
againſt kim?! Did he cver prophecy in, or 
concerning the kingdom of Judah? On 
the Kontrary, was he not always Jooked 
upon as the prophet of Tfracl? Did he not 
9 er one of the ſohs of the prophet to 
"anoint Jehu king of Tract? And when E- 
; liſha. lay on his JH bed, it Was. not dhe 
Ling of Judah that came to him, but the 
Wipe: of {{racl that came'ts ſee im; 3 c And 
at oyer. his face, and fad; O my father, 
"wy. father! "the chariot of Mrael, and the 
" Horſemen” thereof,“ N Kings ili, 14.0 
This plaiply ſhews that che king” configer- 
ed him, not ons d true prophet, butt as 


e n e Hrach 
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0 Now for che prophecy ;*? 1 a -fay Fs 
85 p. 56. Thus ſaith the Lord, make this u. 
1 _ Full of ditches; which Was juſt telling 

ſdhem what every country man might have 

told them, without either fiddle. or farce, . 
that the way to get water yas a i 

1 15. But this buffoonery, 7 

ah d and brew'd with lies, 

Det A. To pleaſe the fools, and puz ale all the 1 

1 3s not a true repreſentation. of the .caſe; 

kor the ditches; were not dug to get water 
by digging for it, but that they might holit 
the water when, ee without. wind or Rn. 


. 


1 55 . Would e 


pou en - 4 | 
e Walen n 25 Lone | 


| ben. N OREOR, nl po yo 2 
. is frequently to denote. per- 
ee at years of difc 


7 xxxvii. 5 Ali. 12. xlv.. 20, & e. 
1 Sam. xv. 5 9. -&c. Kc. As to the 
term Bap here added, and er ny ial 


| o e n 2. 


cretion: as in 1 3 


5 / where- thy 
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15 it is Alſo uſed. in Hebrew to denote 
lor, &c: ſo that the proper ſenſe is youths 
of a low degree: i. e. worthleſs young 
Fellows: This will more plainly appear, 


when it is conſidered that Bethel was the 


Volatrous city, where the prieſts of Baal 
miniſtred to the calves of iJeroboam ; and 
as they had heard of the afeent of Elijah, 


and of Eliſha's fucceeding him; they ſent 


their diſciples in deriſtion of them both, to 
*6* mock Eliſha ; by "ſaying, ** Go un, 


| ith u bal head, && for'as Etjali was 


by the deſeription of an hairy 
W (2 King. i. 8.) they, to deride 
kim, ſaid, G0 up,” 
who art- bald; why doſt thou not aſcend 
maſter the hairy man is 


» ?. Sceing them thus deride both him 


BY 
y F 8 
it] 4 


1 and bin maſter, he, as the Lord s Pro · 


ory tay — chem; and Nas 
este ce the 0 nis curſe Ne 2 | 


—— . Kere bom 
ro deſtroy them, at the word of the pto- 


phet. Ibis is the true ſtate of ilie cal; 


und plainly ſhews bow unjuſt is your 1h- 
* of nt. : 


e pens * 


gc. that is, thou - 
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"by calling him & conjuror, a curſer, and 


5 En e 


Ahe vrinks of Exel el ad Daniel 1 550 
wow to be genuine; but ĩa order to diſs - 
eredit the authority of theſe hooks, you 


have formed aà ſtrange and monſtrous hys 


- 


potheſis, for which there is not the leaſt 


/ from ou Bats but a pretended, cnigmatical 


two mag f 


die were called. ton che » prophetic bid 
ad n choibe; ; they were "ION to . 


tale uh dhe prophet, lice be en 2 5 
Ef ing; and then lay i dcm en | 
: wo: ee bat u eve err the! 


foundation in thoſe books. You ſuppoſe: 
(p. 88.) that the dreams and viſions of 
ekjel and Daniel were not revelations 


tee relative to the recovery 


We le Dey from the Babylonian yoke. | 
. VFou allo ſuppoſe (p. 59.) ar men fi- 


tpated as Ezekiel and Däniel werty 
y any tt ng: oblad e mote abſurd 
poſe that ſuch men ſhould find; 


3 oſnpps J 
nothing to do, but that of 3 | 


time and their tho What Ws 
to ppen torther nalions, en or 


us after they ſhould be 5 


nt knows to be falſe; for Hole 


U + 


11 i EO 
A mapifeſt proof of your conſummate igna- 
Wo - ance, and impudence; and indeed, theſe 
LP RAUL altoge x ſo abſurd, that 
„chat any man in his 
had 15 110 little ragard to his 
_FERutation as an partial inquirer after 
Avi, 8 vld adop 8 uch an hypotheſis: or 
Hat. a4 on 10 b 175 wapeg for his 
wade. ee 


IP ers 48.n0 b ter than on 
ben Ju W le cbiez no Wonder nen 
-pdignation. thould, e the diſcerning 
. the 72 e Ka IL jet ( n | 
4 ee * ONT ih WW id he ps 7 5 ok s 
Hy? Sy. 4d e 
"a —— *rhaEvckiel ſpeaking 
of. 2YÞt. cha P..xKi%. wer. agrees 
"feof: of man arbrongh it, nor foot of 
eres + it neither ſhall} it 
"i | 3 — —— 

1 e beoks 1 have alt lrea dy re- 
ut this did come to. e 


20 . 


acc 7 ing Ae # F 


— 5 2 che exp — af 
man en . nen the 


on it: and that Se len Ber: thin 

carried on by caravaus as it is at preſent, 
l 3 royed for forty ye! 
and which was fully accompliſhed, as the 
Jearned Abarbanal hasſhewn; for from the 
time that Nebuchidini zar: conquered E. 
*gypt till the ruin of the Babyfonian em- 


pire, was forty years. And had yon taken 5 


the pains to have lodked à verſe or two 
deyond where you quoted from, you would 

have ſeen the ſequel to. this prophecy, ver. 
14, 5. „ And they ſhall be chere à lo% 
© kiogdom. It hall be the loweſt of the Kking⸗ 
dms; neither ſhall it exalt itſeif any more 
above the mater; Ws rule not 25 
18 an exigmatical-dren Gra, e Hout che 


. 's , .. many gre odds — 4 
it a wonderful prophecy'; 3 for though! it is 
Bereſus and Mepaſth „ 0 ein Hilter. 
nns, he lived. about three — . ä 


Chriltian ta, bear t y to the UK- 
gypt by . for, 9 


181 great part of Africa, ad b. | 
: roo eee wn 


7 2 
1 Y 5 * 4 #5. as 2 „ 4 ! «re 
| wer * two che 


che Baby n tikdet Nee 


* "Ms i 
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8 
1 yet hat been fulfill} 
* that OE to” this; 48 Egypt has in 


5 i 


5 for. ray yo Airfb'eonque 0 ered by 


add We by the Perſians under Oy. 
| rus, Cambyſea, Ec. After the Perſians, it 
became ſubjett to the Macedonians; and 
after wards to the Romans, then 15 the 
verry a Ore the: Man elne: and 


1 8 4 e to ridicule Ne | 
nets; Haack hecken their A acer 


{ know: Waere ü 1 
In — rel q am thre for _ i Lys, 8! 


> dhe the. A of TE; 


They Land dern ſeen of 4000wt and men have beer 
. found PR Nas ham er. 


ole TESTAMENT. 239 


It is well Known dat Affyria, of which 


4 Wend was the capitol, was ordained 


deſtroy - the kingdom of Iſrael, and to 
carry the nation captive; it was theref oo 


called the rod of God's anger; 4 
ta the Afſyrian,. the rod of mine anger; 


th -refore. determined within himſelf not 
to g0 on this miſſion, that the Aſſyrians 
might not eſcape the puniſfiment due to 
their crimes, through his means,” as. he 
would then be acc ary. to the deſtruction 
al his on nation; this affected him great 
3 Ag; induced him to withdraw: from 

land, and attempt to ſup 


'% 10 jon; 3 chuſing rather to ſuſfer « bat 
than in any, wiſe be inſtrumental to the | 


ruin , dis nation, by ſavin the A 
an i Pace rom has «pu. 
lie. * cr and, love of the nation; Ane 
* from the malevolent ffirit bf 2 

de „This was the aue 'of 
oe through 10Pt.. the whole ö this bulj- 
ne ſs ( (as. 1 ſhalt ſhew at. Jax ein 1 Om- 
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3 (Lai. X. n This Jonah knew, and i 
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| ſpirit was conſpicuous i ih in —— 1 
David and Jeremiah. See 1 N 
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life frbm me: As 1 have 3 now 

ene my miſſion, and find that they 
ure to be ſpared to be the inſtruments of 
hy vengeance againſt my nation; I be- 
ſerch these to tale my life from me; for 
$21 better for me 10 dic than to. live,” 


Scop g bog the: The that is to be broft 
LEE 5 on that we 


es. great; as it 


erefare phe not 2 reply. our 
"balderdath about 1 * && . e tl Ache 
{ al of hy 5 — | 0 


B-4 


1 25 e Rr darcnom gowe thre 


OE 


9 9 4 


0D TESTAMENT. $32 


may replant then. They may, perhaps, 
ſtick them in the ground, but they will 
never make them grow. And do you 
really think ſo highly, of your performs: 
ance as to ima igine, that you have thereb 
demoliſhed: the authority of the Old Tet- 
tament 2 Is it poſſible you can be ſo infa- 
tuated,, as to ſupp oſe that you have by ſack 
a compound of ignorance, + labs and 
nonſenſe, been able to effect what Mor- 
8 gen, "Tindal; Bolingbroke, Hume, Vol- 
taire, Spinoza and other infidels; have not 
dden r to. effect, with all their wit and 
learning? How ridiculous! No, ſir; yo 
have not effected it. 1 will tell you what 
you have! done: you he in a moſt u unbe- 
coming manner, ridiculed that: x Bt 
held moſt ſacred ; and: baſely calumniat 
| Character eſteemed moſt vcncrableg | 
have revived the ſcoffs of the profane, and 
inereaſed the doubts of thoſe who Wayers 
ed. This, and moe you have done in gang | 
through the Oidi teſtament but Jun an 
taken no notice of the:defign Godihad in 
View, in chooſing a people, not — their 
on ſakes, buꝭ that they mig dum 
through all age che knowledge „ 
iſtence his unity aud particular — - po 
To this end, Got: {ovale is . wrt | 
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Ural, in the preſence ot the whole nation. 
In this law | he ſet before them in plain 
terms, the reward of their obedience, and 

5 = dreadful puniſhment! they were to ex- 

pect in caſe of diſobedience... Theſe: they ; 
ce alternately as they obeyed or 

obeyed; the Lord's command; Till at | 

length, for their wickedneſs they were caſt 
out from off the goodly : land Which the 

Lord had given them; their Whole polity 
and government totally deſtroyed; and 

themſelves diſperſed all over the face of 

the earth, as Moſes had told them upwards 
of three thouſand years ago, But notwith. 
ſtanding this diſperfion;;iabdiall the dread- 
Ful Ae Which have accompanied it, 
Fet have they been miraculouſly preſerv- 
ed, as Moſes had told them; (as thewn | 
at large in the former par: of theſe letters) 
and which was corroborated by the other 

905 prophets. It is the: wand ertul aceom- 

pPlihment off theſ predictions, that hath 

= _ es: e unh and veritq of theſe 
books: and caufed to be handed 

vow 19 ne ler e ann centuries, with res 

veneration; and which they ever 

ol the utmoſt malice - 

1 me mall do wa 
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